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1 Introduction 

This document outlines Ox Close Primary School’s views, beliefs and programmes of study 
on drugs and alcohol and the management of drug related incidents. 
 

1.1 Ox Close Primary School believes that the misuse of drugs endangers not only our pupils, 
but also affects the wider community in which we live.  It is the school’s responsibility to 
ensure the child’s health and safety while in our care and we also strive to promote their 
personal and social wellbeing.  Drug misuse undermines this and hinders the development 
of the young person. 

This policy provides a focus for the school to consider how drugs education should be 
implemented and developed within the curriculum, and outlines the roles, responsibilities 
and legal duties of key staff.  From a wider perspective, it gives parents and the the local 
community an opportunity for involvement in drug issues.  The policy forms an integral part 
of our existing health education and personal and social education programmes, and the 
drug education programme complements this. 

 

1.2 This document has been informed by: 

 “Hitting the Target” – Dealing with drugs in County Durham 

 

 Framework Document – Whole School drugs Policy, County Durham and 
Darlington Healthy Schools Programme. 

 
1.3 This policy should be read in conjunction with other school policies. 

 

2 Definition 

At Ox Close Primary School we teach drugs and alcohol education in the context of the 
school’s aims and values.  All drugs and alcohol education is taught with an awareness of 
the moral code and values which underpin all of our work.  Ox Close Primary School 
acknowledges the importance of drug and alcohol education which is taught as part of the 
PSHCE and science curriculum.  It should be noted that while we use drugs and alcohol 
education to inform children about drug related issues, we do this carefully with regard to 
matters of morality and individual responsibility, and in a way that allows pupils to explore a 
range of moral issues. 

 
2.1  Particular features of our drugs and alcohol education programme are:  

 It is developmental and appropriate to the age and stage of the child 
 

 It puts forward factual knowledge and encourages the exploration of facts 
 

 

 It  examines opinions and concepts and encourages discussion 



 

 It encourages awareness, respect and responsibility for oneself and others. 
 

 

3 Scope 

 
 This document applies to all children in the school regardless of age, ability, gender, race 

or faith. 
 

4 Entitlement 

All pupils at Ox Close primary School are entitled to a PSHE and citizenship curriculum, 
which explores health and drugs education, at a stage appropriate to their development, 
irrespective of background, ability or gender. 

 

5 Aims and Objectives 

 

 To meet the needs of all pupils through the provision of a balanced comprehensive and co-
ordinated curriculum within which the teaching about drugs and alcohol can occur. 

 To encourage a non-judgemental climate against which informed and sensitive discussion 
can take place. 

 To provide accurate information at the appropriate stage of pupils’ development. 

 To provide opportunities for pupils to develop positive values and a moral framework that 
will guide their decisions, judgements and behaviour. 

 To support pupils to have the confidence and self esteem to value themselves and others 
and respect for individual conscience and the skills to make appropriate decisions. 

 To support pupils to understand the consequences of their actions and behave responsibly. 

 To give pupils the confidence to avoid being pressured into uncomfortable or dangerous 
situations. 

 To communicate effectively by developing the appropriate language for drug and alcohol 
issues. 

 To ensure pupils have sufficient information and skills to protect themselves in a variety of 
situations. 

 To ensure pupils are aware of sources of help and acquire the skills and confidence to 
access advice and support if necessary. 

6 The Role of Parents and Carers 

 
6.1 The school is well aware that parents and carers play a vital role in the prevention of drug 

misuse.  We wish to maintain our positive, supportive relationship with parents and carers 
through mutual understanding, trust and co-operation.  In promoting this we will: 

 Inform parents and carers about the school’s drug and alcohol education policy and 
practice. 

 Answer any questions parents and carers may have about the drugs education of their 
child. 



 Take seriously any issue that parents and carers raise about this policy or the 
arrangements for drug education in school. 

 

7 Organisation and Content of Drugs and Alcohol education 

 
 Ox Close Primary School specifically delivers drugs and alcohol education through its 

PSHCE Programme and Science lessons at foundation stage, KS1 and KS2. 

 Much of the drugs and alcohol education at Ox Close Primary School takes place within 
PSHCE and science lessons.  Teachers generally deliver the curriculum with support from 
professionals where appropriate.  School staff are usually the best people to work with the 
felt pupils on drugs and alcohol education as they are aware of each pupil’s individual 
circumstances.  Drug and alcohol lessons are set within the wider context of the PSHCE 
Programme and are also taught as part of National Curriculum Science.  The PSHCE 
Programme and Science National Curriculum are taught in every year. 

 Any drugs and alcohol lesson may consider questions or issues that some pupils will find 
sensitive.  Before embarking on these lessons ground rules are established which prohibit 
inappropriate personal information being requested or disclosed by those taking part in the 
lesson. 

 When pupils ask questions, we aim to answer them honestly at an age appropriate level 
and within the ground rules established at the start of the sessions.  If it is felt that 
answering a specific question would involve information at a level inappropriate to the age 
and development of the rest of the pupils, the question will be dealt with individually at 
another time. 

 Assessment is carried out at appropriate times and involves teacher, pupil and peer 
assessment of knowledge and understanding, skills and attitudes. 

8 Confidentiality and Safeguarding 

It should be made clear to pupils that all adults in school cannot guarantee absolute 
confidentiality.  This should be made clear when forming the class Ground Rules. 

9 The Range of Substances 

A drug is any substance which, when taken, has the effect of altering the way a person 
behaves, feels, sees or thinks.  As well as everyday substances such as and coffee, drugs 
include: 
 

 alcohol and tobacco 
 

 “over the counter” medicines such as paracetamol for headaches 
 

 

 prescribed drugs such as antibiotics and tranquilisers 
 

 volatile substances such as glues and aerosols 
 

 illegal drugs such as cannabis, LSD and ecstasy. 

10 Managing Incidents 

 
10.1 A suspected drug related incident is described as: 



 

 suspect drugs found on the school premises 

 

 a pupil suspected of being in possession of drugs 

 

 a pupil found to be in possession of drugs  

 

 a pupil suspected of being under the influence of drugs 

 

 an adult suspected of being under the influence of drugs 

 

 an adult suspected of being or found to be in possession of drugs. 

 

10.2 When an incident occurs the member of staff involved should: 

 

 make the situation safe 

 

 send for support 

 

 administer first aid if necessary 

 

 if an illegal drug is found, it should be secured in a safe place until dealt with by the police 

 

 report the incident. 

 

The incident will, in the first incidence, be reported to the Head Teacher who will contact the 
police in this area.  The parents will also be contacted and made aware of the situation.  The 
incident will be recorded by the teacher and the designated teacher. 

All staff are made aware of the procedures and, where necessary, emergency procedures will 
be followed.  If a search needs to be made, the Head Teacher will conduct this with an 
appropriate witness. 

 

10.3 If the Head Teacher has reasonable grounds to suspect that drugs are being used or supplied 
on school premises, they will take appropriate steps to inform the relevant bodies in order to 
avoid any liability as “manager or occupier” of the premises. 

 

10.4 If staff have taken possession of a substance for the purpose of protecting a pupil from harm 
and from committing an offence they should, under no circumstance, try to analyse or identify 
it.  If they suspect it to be LSD, they should wear gloves when handling it, to avoid ingestion 
through the skin.  The drug should be immediately stored in a safe place and the police 
contacted. 

 



11 Monitoring and Evaluation of Drugs and Alcohol Education 

11.1 It is the responsibility of the Head Teacher and Leadership Team to oversee and organise the 
monitoring and evaluation of PSHCE and Science in conjunction with the PSHCE and Science 
co-ordinators, in the context of the overall school plans for monitoring the quality of teaching 
and learning.  The PSHCE Programme and Science Curriculum will be involved in a yearly 
evaluation exercise led by the Leadership Team. 

11.2 The Governing Body is responsible for overseeing, reviewing and organising the revision of the 
drugs and alcohol policy and curriculum. 

11.3 Ofsted is required to evaluate and report on personal, spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development of pupils.  This includes evaluating and commenting on the school’s drugs ad 
alcohol education policy, curriculum and staff support and development, CPD and delivery. 

11.4 This policy will be reviewed annually. 

 


