
 

 

 

 
Outstanding Provision 
It has been a pleasure to observe learning across the entire Ox Close Federation over the 
past 3 weeks. I have called in on sessions in Nursery, Reception, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 
2. I am delighted with what I have seen right the way across. The 2 schools are united in 
many ways. The excellence of provision and the fabulous level of care are very consistent 
and, as you know, these have long been the hallmarks of the school itself. I must also say that 
the children of both the school and the Nursery are an absolute delight. I am thoroughly 
enjoying the opportunity to get to know the Nursery children and staff. My role is a very busy 
one but I will always maintain that every decision we make has to have a positive impact upon 
the learning of the children. The behaviour is absolutely outstanding and there was not even a 
hint of any misbehaviour in any of the lessons, which is remarkable. Thank you to all of the 
children and staff for accommodating me so kindly over the past weeks. 

Parent Forum 
Thank you to those of you who came forward to volunteer for our Parent Forum. I will be in 
touch with those people soon and then I will keep you posted. Although I feel our parental 
engagement is excellent, I am always looking to improve things further. Taking over at the 
Nursery has made me reflect upon a number of things and this is one of them, both from a 
Nursery perspective and a school one.  

Jim Faulkner 
On Wednesday I attended the funeral for Rev Jim Faulkner, who sadly passed away at the 
beginning of last week. Jim was an amazing man and when I think of him I can hear his 
constant laughter and jolly tone. I have known Jim for many years as he used to come to 
Hetton Lyons when I worked there. The fact that one person from my first ever class (from 20 
years ago) and two from my second ever class attended the funeral spoke volumes. Jim 
inspired and entertained and he thought very highly of Ox Close and the children. I was 
delighted that he agreed to come in and do assemblies from when I started here 7 years ago 
and he has certainly left a lasting impression. He was very talented and had some nifty little 
tricks, including his ‘magic bell’. Only one child ever did discover the secret in 20 years and so 
the secret remains safe. I would like to offer my condolences to his wife, Christine, and his 
family and thank him for his fabulous contribution to Ox Close.  

Children in Need 
Pudsey’s visit to our school was a great bonus last week. The children and staff entered into 
the spirit of the event fantastically well. I am delighted that we managed to raise £278.04. 
Thank you very much to all concerned for raising funds for such a worthy cause.  

Parent Consultation Evenings: Sharing and Promoting Progress 
The Parent Consultation evenings were very well attended. These events are a crucial link 
between home and school and I feel that they were very beneficial to both the parents and the 
teachers. The most significant benefit of the evenings is the opportunity for staff to share 
information about your child’s progress and welfare and, on occasion, to draw up a plan to 
work together to improve the learning further. Thank you for your fantastic support! 
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Home Time Arrangements 
Yesterday, as promised, we issued our survey to parents with regard to the new 
arrangements for home time in Reception. I would like to thank everyone for their responses, 
there are 20 at the time of going to press. Currently, the responses have been largely positive, 
with a few reservations. We will continue with the ‘new’ arrangements next week and then let 
you know the outcomes of the survey and the decisions moving forward as soon as we can. 
We are also looking at the arrangements for Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 - I will keep you 
posted. 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 5th December 
Thank you to those parents who have already booked their child’s Christmas dinner on Parent 
Pay.  If your child is normally on packed lunch and would like to have a Christmas dinner that 
day you can still book a meal using Parent Pay or order at the school office. The dinner is free 
to all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 and anyone on the free school meals register. 
The cost to children in Key Stage 2 is £2.05, payable at the time of ordering. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Reid F, Year1/2 was Bethany F, Year 3/4 was Ethan 
S and Ruby P scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Family Learning 
Sunderland AFC Foundation are running their popular Family Learning course in our school 
after Christmas. Their representatives will be in school when we have our Year 5/6 morning 
Christmas show and so hopefully some of you will get to meet them.  

Attendance 

Class 1/2CR had the highest attendance this week with 99.6%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 97.1%% while this week it has been 96.0%%. 1 class was perfectly punctual and 
294 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 
Dates for the Diary 
School Closed - Teacher training Monday 26th November 2018 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 5th December 2018 

EYFS Christmas Productions Wednesday 12th December 2018 10am & 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols Thursday 13th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Productions Tuesday 18th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Productions Wednesday 19th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 20th December 2018 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 21st December 2018 

School closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for Spring term Monday 7th January 2018, 8.45am 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


