
 

 

 

 
Young Writer's Competition 
Before the half term holiday, our Year 1 and 2 children entered a piece of poetry they had 
written in to a Young Writer's competition. We were delighted to find out on Wednesday that 
out of 13000 applicants nationwide, 25 of our children's entries have been selected to be 
published in a book of poems. Inspiring children to write is very important to us and we are 
very proud of our children's achievements. We hope to enter more competitions throughout 
the year and will use these to continue to inspire our children to write. Well done to all of the 
Year 1 and 2 children! 

EDP Visit 
This week we had our visit from the Local Authority Education Development Partner (EDP). It 
was a very successful visit and the EDP was most impressed with the children, the staff, the 
standards and the behaviour. All were outstanding. This augurs well for when we have our 
OfSTED inspection later in this academic year. 

Reception Home Time and Morning Arrangements 
Thank you to all of the Reception parents who have responded to our recent survey. There 
was a strong percentage of parents (86%) in favour of the new arrangements. We will, 
therefore, use these arrangements from now onwards. The vast majority of Reception parents 
were also in favour of using the cycle path gate on a morning. We have noted the concerns 
over the traffic. From Monday, Reception staff will be on duty on this gate and Reception 
children will be able to be dropped off and enter through this entrance. I understand 
that some parents would prefer for the Reception children to continue to enter through 
the main entrance as they do now, due to the fact that they also drop off older siblings. 
We are happy for Reception children to enter via either the main entrance or the cycle 
gate. Only Reception children will be able to use the cycle gate to enter school.  

Mr Bewick 
I would like to thank Mr Bewick for the amazing job that he did yesterday morning. The smaller 
tree on the grass between the school and the Nursery had become partially dislodged due to 
the high winds and was leaning at a 45 degree angle. Mrs Pickering from Nursery had already 
cordoned the area off and Mr Bewick managed to bring the tree down safely, despite the 
continuing horrendous conditions. This was very much appreciated as it would have taken 
some time before the County Council could have attended. Well done Mr Bewick! 

Building Partnerships 
In our quest for continuous improvement, we continue to develop partnerships with other 
excellent schools. This week Mrs Bowman and Mrs Taylor (Nursery Interim Head) have 
visited Wynyard C of E Primary and it was most valuable. I have also been setting up some 
other links and will share these when I have confirmed them.  

Christmas Dinner 
While we are continuing to work hard in class, the Christmas festivities are about to slowly 

begin. On Wednesday, we kick start things with our Christmas dinner. All pupils who normally 
bring packed lunches but have ordered a Christmas lunch will not need to bring their packed 
lunch on Wednesday!  

Samson’s Shoes 
Today 5/6P had the opportunity to visit the fantastic Beacon of Light facility, which is outside 
of the Stadium of Light. This was the celebration event for the Samson’s Shoes project that 
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they have been doing with the Foundation over the past term. We will bring you further news 
on this next week. 5/6S and 5/6W will take part in the project later in the academic year. 
Christmas Post Box 
Children may bring their Christmas cards to post at school from 3rd December. As usual, each 
class will have their own class post box. Please ensure all cards are addressed clearly, with 
names and classes. Thank you. 

Reception Children Decorating the Christmas Tree 
Children in the Reception Classes are invited to bring a Christmas decoration into school on 
Monday morning, 3rd December, so they can decorate the School’s Christmas tree. Thank 
you. 

Non-Uniform and Christmas Jumper Day 
Our Christmas Jumper Day is taking place on Friday 14th. Children are invited to wear a 
Christmas jumper and bring £1 for the Save the Children Charity. They do not need to wear 
school uniform. It should be an enjoyable day. 

Poppy Appeal 
I am delighted to announce that we raised an amazing £381 through our Poppy Appeal. 
School Nutrition 
On Thursday, our Children’s Leadership Team met with Karen, our school cook, and Jacqui 
from Taylor Shaw to kick start our School Nutrition Action Group. The children looked at how 
much sugar was in different foods and also looked at what items make up a healthy packed 
lunch. They are going to share this with their year groups over the next few weeks as well as 
asking what meals the children love to eat so we can try and include these on the school 
menu at a later date. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Frazier C, Year1/2 was Adam O, Year 3/4 was 
Hayden T and Emily T scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Family Learning 
Sunderland AFC Foundation are running their popular Family Learning course in our school 
after Christmas. Their representatives will be in school when we have our Year 5/6 morning 
Christmas show and so hopefully some of you will get to meet them.  

Attendance 

Class RS had the highest attendance this week with 98.8%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 97.0% while this week it has been 95.7%. 1 class was perfectly punctual and 214 
minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has 
been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary 
Christmas Dinner Wednesday 5th December 2018 

EYFS Christmas Productions Wednesday 12th December 2018 10am & 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols Thursday 13th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Christmas Jumper Day Friday 14th December 2018 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Productions Tuesday 18th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Productions Wednesday 19th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 20th December 2018 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 21st December 2018 

School closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for Spring term Monday 7th January 2018, 8.45am 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


