
 

 

 

 
Christmas Festivities 
Christmas is a special time of the year and this is definitely the case in school. We had a 
terrific Christmas lunch on Wednesday and I would like to thank Karen and her amazing team! 
It was a great success. This week we start with our Christmas performances and we will also 
host the Nursery’s Nativity. Tickets are not needed for the performances but we respectfully 
request that people use the seats that have been put out rather than stand in the aisles. This 
is as the aisles are needed for the children during the performances. Thank you for your co-
operation. It should be a fabulous fortnight of festivities, although we will also continue with 
learning activities too.  

Reception and Y3/4 Performances 
On Wednesday, Reception start our season of Christmas performances. I am certain that they 
will do a brilliant job as I watched them rehearsing on Wednesday. Year 3 and 4 will perform 
their Christmas concerts at St Paul’s on Thursday and I am sure that there will be an amazing 
atmosphere in the church. Please could people refrain from taking video and photographs 
during performances as we have a number of parents who are unable to give photo consent. 
We will also produce some photographs as a school and send these home to each 
child. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Appleton Lodge 
Some of our Year 5 and 6 children recently visited Appleton Lodge and cheered the residents. 
This is so amazing, especially at this time of year. I would say that the children are fantastic 
role models. Thank you to Mrs Simpson for organising this.  

Reception Home Time and Morning Arrangements 
The new arrangements seem to be working well and we are addressing the issue of cars 
parking on the pavement close to the cycle gate. We are looking into placing traffic cones and 
will also ask the PCSO to pop down to school to monitor the situation.  

Ox Close Gymnasts 
Mrs Simpson and Mrs Walker are also doing a fabulous job with our gymnasts. On Tuesday, 
the gymnasts took part in the South Durham Gymnastics Festival. The children produced 
amazing floor routines, creative dance moves and showed superb skills.  

Samson’s Shoes Success 
I was delighted to hear that both of our teams had been successful at the Samson’s Shoes 
event last week. This took place at the Beacon of Light and our teams finished first and 
second! Well done to them all! 

Non-Uniform and Christmas Jumper Day 
Our Christmas Jumper Day is taking place on Friday 14th. Children are invited to wear a 
Christmas jumper and bring £1 for the Save the Children Charity. They do not need to wear 
school uniform. It should be an enjoyable day. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Ted F, Year1/2 were Dakota C and Bethan H, Year 
3/4 was Ava G and Jed S scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Family Learning 
Sunderland AFC Foundation are running their popular Family Learning course in our school 
after Christmas. Their representatives will be in school when we have our Year 5/6 morning 
Christmas show and so hopefully some of you will get to meet them.  
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Attendance 

Class 5/6P had the highest attendance this week with 99.1%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 96.9% while this week it has been 95.6%. No class was perfectly punctual and 310 
minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has 
been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary 
EYFS Christmas Productions Wednesday 12th December 2018 10am & 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols Thursday 13th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Christmas Jumper Day Friday 14th December 2018 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Productions Tuesday 18th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Productions Wednesday 19th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 20th December 2018 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 21st December 2018 

School closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for Spring term Monday 7th January 2018, 8.45am 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


