
 

 

 

2018 Reflections 
2018 has been a fantastic year for Ox Close. The school continues to go from strength to 
strength. Our OfSTED report in March demonstrated that strength, while academic results 
were even better in 2018 than they had been previously. The move to a Federation is a 
positive one that will bring many benefits for all in the long term. It was an honour that the 
County Council chose our children to take part in a number of their promotional videos and 
our school continues to offer many amazing opportunities to the children. I am very proud of 
the contribution that we make within the community, especially with Performing Arts. I will also 
look back and cherish the memories of Bryan, our beloved former caretaker, and the Rev Jim 
Faulkner as sadly they passed away this year. All in all, the staff and children have worked so 
hard to make this a special year and I am sure that 2019 will be even better! I would like to 
wish you all a very Merry Christmas on behalf of the children, staff and Governors of Ox 
Close.  

Amazing Performances 
This week has been a special one in school and we have had some incredible performances 
by the children. Earlier in the week, Years 1 and 2 were outstanding as they performed 
Christmas with the Aliens. It was clear to see that there is a lot of talent within the ranks and 
the confidence and enjoyment shown by the children was very evident. As I said on the day, 
this is only the fourth term that some of those children have been in school and so their 
progression under the careful and skilful guidance of the staff is undeniable. Years 5 and 6 
finished off our festive celebrations with a memorable performance of Aladdin Trouble. Those 
children are our end products and I am so proud of them. Their talent is clear and they all had 
fun along the way, performing in front of packed and appreciative audiences. It shows that 
they receive a very well-rounded education at Ox Close and this is important. The singing was 
sensational and showed how proud the children are to be part of the Ox Close community. I 
would like to thank the children for performing so well in all of the shows and the staff for their 
endless and tireless work to bring the performances together, as well as maintain teaching 
and learning. 

Ox Close Friends 
Ox Close Friends were a constant feature at the back of all of our performances and I would 
like to thank them for their amazing efforts. They managed to raise an astonishing £591, a 
truly amazing effort. The money was raised through the raffle and also proceeds from the 
treats that were made by the children. Ox Close Friends would like to thank the children and 
staff for their efforts in making those sweet treats. It is great to see people coming together 
and ultimately that money will go back into making even greater experiences for the children. 
Thank you all!  
Ox Close Songbirds 
Yesterday the Ox Close Songbirds visited 3 local care homes and entertained the residents. 
Some of the residents joined in enthusiastically and I know that the children really helped to 
spread cheer at this special time of year. I think that it is brilliant that Mrs Simpson organises 
this and it is also a terrific experience for our children 

Year 1 and 2 Great North Museum: Hancock Visit 
Year 1 and 2 children will be visiting the Great North Museum (Hancock) in Newcastle next 
term as part of their topic about dinosaurs. The visit will be on Wednesday 23rd January and 
there will be a cost of £7.00 per child. Mrs Phillips will send a letter with more details and 
information about how to pay after the Christmas holidays. 
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Year 1 and 2 PE 
After Christmas 1/2P will be doing PE on a Monday and 1/2C will be going to the Pink Gym. 
Please could you ensure that the children bring their PE bags. 

Lexia 
Lexia will recommence on Monday 7th January 2019 at 8.30am for those children who have 
been attending morning sessions this term. I know that Lexia has proven to be very popular 
and that it has made a difference to the children.  

League Tables 
School Performance League Table information was published last week and the information 
confirms how well Ox Close continues to perform. Our progress measures are amongst some 
of the very highest in the country and this is full credit to the children and staff. I believe that 
Ox Close is an outstanding school and the results would certainly back that up. Of course, 
there is a lot more to provision than results and we will continue to strive to offer a wide 
ranging curriculum, something that we have always been consistent with. It is highly likely that 
OfSTED will visit us soon to follow up last year’s positive inspection and, of course, we will just 
continue to try and do our very best for all of the children.  
Christmas Jumper Day 
Last Friday we raised £251.50 for Save the Children on our Christmas Jumper Day. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Daileigh M, Year1/2 was Isobel P, Year 3/4 was 
Emily C and Sam K scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Family Learning 
Sunderland AFC Foundation are running their popular Family Learning course in our school 
after Christmas and Christian, their Learning Co-ordinator, attended our Year 5/6 show on 
Wednesday. 

School Meal Orders 
If you have not done so already, could you please order meals in advance for next term over 
the holiday period, using Parent Pay. Meals can be booked up to Easter 2019. 

Attendance Reward 
Well done to all 116 children who achieved 100% during the first term of the year. These 
children have received their Golden Tickets today and their names will be entered into the 
prize draw at the end of the school year in July. When we return to school after the Christmas 
break all children will again have the opportunity to achieve 100% attendance and gain a 
Golden Ticket for Term 2 (January-Easter). 

Attendance 

Class 3/4H had the highest attendance this week with 99.6%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 96.9% while this week it has been 97.2%. 2 classes were perfectly punctual and 
328 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary 
School closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for Spring term Monday 7th January 2019, 8.45am 

Year 1/2 Great North Museum Trip Wednesday 23rd January 2019 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


