
 

 

 

Parent Surveys 
Our philosophy in school is ‘Be the best that you can be’ and so we are always looking for 
ways in which we can make our school an even better place. As part of our evaluation, it is 
crucial to seek the views of children, parents and staff. This week we sent out our annual 
Parent Survey via Survey Monkey. I would like to thank all of the parents who took the time to 
respond and to assure everyone that we do read and analyse all responses. Similarly, we 
have been undertaking our annual surveys with the children and the staff and we will be 
analysing all of these as we continue to move the school forward.  

Family Learning 
Our Family Learning was a huge success on Monday. The response from parents was 
outstanding and I know that the Foundation were amazed at the sheer volume of parents who 
attended. It is excellent to see parents engaging with the school and with the children. I am 
sure that the course will prove to be a big success! 

Federation 
I believe that the Federation with the Nursery will prove to have many benefits in the long 
term, especially in terms of joint working. Nursery are benefiting from using our school hall 
and they are enjoying working with Mr Football. I know that some of our children in the 
Primary School are also benefiting from the Speech and Language expertise that there is 
within the Nursery. We now have one unified Governing Body and it has been a pleasure to 
work with Nursery Governors and staff over what has been a very busy time.  

Go Orange for a Day – Friday 1st February 
On Friday 1st February, people across the country will wear something orange to help beat 
muscle-wasting conditions such as Muscular Dystrophy. Schools and businesses across 
Spennymoor are joining in with this campaign in support of local boy Louis Jackson. The 
Town Hall will be lit up orange for the day and we are asking children at Ox Close to wear 
something orange (don’t worry if you don’t have orange, something bright will be fine) for the 
day and make a small donation to the campaign. We will hold a special assembly on the day 
and also take part in awareness raising activities in our classes.  

Online Safety Workshops  
Online Safety is something which is becoming more and more crucial and week commencing 
4th February will be our Ox Close Online Safety week. There will be many different activities 
taking place which aim to make the children fully aware of the importance of staying safe 
online. Technology develops so quickly and so it is vital that we are also fully educated as 
adults. We are delighted that we are once again able to offer Online Safety workshops for 
parents and carers on Wednesday 6th February. Miss Bowden and Mr Crowther have sent 
out an additional letter with further information about these workshops. At the start of each 
workshop there will be a special assembly which will be led by the Digital Leaders and all of 
the children will perform a short piece. Refreshments will be served. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Daileigh M, Year1/2 was Oliver Y, Year 3/4 was 
Mayowa and Alfie S scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all. 

Times Table Rockstars 
Mrs Phillips has been monitoring the children's usage of Times Table Rockstars and is 
delighted with the enthusiasm children are showing for it and the increased amount of time 
children are spending on it each week.  
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Our top 3 achievers from each phase over the last 14 days are: 

Year 3 / 4 Year 5 / 6  

1st Adam L 
2nd Katie 
3rd Laila D 

1st Megan  
2nd Alfie H 
3rd Charlie H  

Well done to these children for your fabulous efforts. After a very positive response from the 
children, another Battle of the Bands has been set for one week. It will begin on Monday 21st 
January 9am and will finish on Sunday 27th January at 6pm. Good luck children!  Year 2 have 
now all been given their log in details and our three top achievers from this year group will be 
awarded a certificate before the end of the half term.   

Reception Request 
Reception teachers are asking for bottle tops, old wooden photo frames (without the glass), 
any offcuts of soft wood to use in the woodwork area, buttons, yoghurt pots (washed) and old 
bucket and spades.  

Attendance 

Class 1/2P had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 97.0% while this week it has been 96.8%. 2 classes were perfectly punctual and 
270 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary 
EYFS Parent Workshop-Maths Tuesday 22nd January, 9am 

Year 1/2 Great North Museum Trip Wednesday 23rd January 2019 

Class 3/4H Assembly Wednesday 23rd January 2019, 10.15am 

Class 5/6P Assembly Wednesday 30th January 2019, 10.15am 

Adam Bushnell in School w/c Monday February 4th 2019 

Online Safety Week w/c Monday February 4th 2019 

E Safety Parent Workshops (Pauline Stewart, 
DCC) 

Wednesday 6th February 2019: 
EYFS & KS1 9.15-10.15am 
KS2 10.30-11.30am  

Class 1/2C  Assembly Wednesday 13th February 2019, 10.15am 

Ox Close Friends Masquerade Disco Wednesday 13th February 2019, 3.30-4.30pm 
EYFS and KS1, 5-6.30pm KS2 

School closes for half term Friday 15th February 2019 

School re-opens after half term Monday 25th February 2019 

Travelling Book Fair arrives Thursday 28th February 2019 

The Selfish Giant- Image Theatre Thursday 7th March 2019, AM 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 13th March 2019, 10.15am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 19th March 2019, 10.15am (New date) 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-EYFS and KS1 Wednesday 20th March 2019, 9am 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-KS2 Thursday 21st March 2019, 9am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 25th March 2019 to Wednesday 27th 
March 2019 (3.30-5.30pm) 

Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 27th March 2019, 10.15am 

EYFS Mother’s Day Brunch Thursday 28th March 2019 

EYFS Craft Session Monday 1st April 2019, 9-10.30am 

EYFS Craft Session Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 9-10.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


