
 

 

 

Online Safety 
I would like to thank Mr Crowther for organising our online safety workshops this week. The 
children did a terrific job in conveying some really important messages and Pauline Stewart, 
from the County Council, did an excellent presentation for parents. I would like to thank 
everyone who attended. Online safety is a huge issue and it will become more of an issue 
over time. I am sure that the messages that were shared by both Pauline and the children 
were very useful. 

Letter of Congratulations 
This week we received a letter from the Rt Hon Damian Hinds MP, Secretary of State for 
Education. The letter congratulated the staff and pupils on the high academic standards and 
progress achieved by the school last year. Progress was in the top 3% of schools nationally.  
It finished with the line of, ‘Thank you for producing such high standards through your hard 
work and professionalism, and congratulations again to you and your staff for all you have 
achieved.’  This is something for the staff and children to be immensely proud of. Well done to 
all concerned. We will continue to look to improve and produce the very best outcomes for all 
pupils at Ox Close. 

Go Orange for a Day 
Last Friday, people across the country wore something orange to raise money for research to 
help beat muscle-wasting conditions such as Muscular Dystrophy. Schools and businesses 
across Spennymoor joined in with this campaign in support of local boy Louis Jackson. We 
had a brilliant assembly in school and the children looked fabulous. Thank you to everyone for 
contributing. We have raised £318.24, which is fantastic.  

Adam Bushnell 
Adam Bushnell has been in school this week and he has been a huge hit with the children and 
staff alike. He inspires the children and they have responded so well. Adam has also done 
some staff training and this will prove to be invaluable. His writing and storytelling are fabulous 
and he has been a long term friend of our school. He is such a positive person and his 
presence has really been very uplifting all week. I am sure that his work will also have a good 
impact upon the learning of the children. Adam is going to return to Ox Close in September 
and run a training course for teachers from across County Durham.  

Class 1/2C Assembly 
Miss Curry’s class are next to step into the spotlight when they hold their class assembly on 
Wednesday at 10.10am. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Thank you Mr Bewick and Mr Cooper 
I would like to thank Mr Bewick and Mr Cooper for their assistance with the School Conditions 
Survey that took place yesterday. Mr Cooper came in on his day off and helped out. The 
Government had commissioned a company to do a survey on the condition of all school 
buildings and this visit was part of the survey.  

Times Table Rockstars 
We are constantly striving to promote the importance of learning our times tables at Ox Close 
and have found the use of Times Table Rockstars to be a very effective tool in engaging and 
enthusing children in learning their tables. We are seeing an ever increasing trend in the 
amount of usage, accuracy and speed of the pupils accessing the programme. Mrs Phillips is 
writing a half termly newsletter to the children to celebrate their successes and to inform them 
of upcoming events. They are bringing home their first newsletter this week and we hope that 
through sharing this with your child at home, you will be able to provide support and 
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encouragement for them in accessing the programme on a regular basis. Many thanks for 
your continued support. 

Non Uniform 
On Friday 15th February, we are holding a non-school uniform day for all children in school. A 
donation of £1 is suggested for the Ox Close Friends fund - the funds raised will go towards 
providing all children with a treat at the end of the year. The Ox Close Friends thank you for 
your continued support.  

Masquerade Party/Disco – Wednesday 13th February 
The Friends have also organised the Masquerade Party/Disco for this Wednesday. There are 
still some tickets left which can be purchased for £3 each from the school office (to include a 
plain mask, to colour in/decorate at home and wear on the night, and a snack and drink). 
Children in Reception and Key Stage 1 should bring their party clothes and mask in a named 
bag on the morning. 

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Tyler D, while Isaac J triumphed in 1/2. In Key 
Stage 2, Skye J scored highest in 3/4 and Lacey F had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 

Class 3/4H had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 97.0%% while this week it has been 97.1%. One class was perfectly punctual and 
185 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence 
has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time 
holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. The 
Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances of 
unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Dates for the Diary 
Class 1/2C  Assembly Wednesday 13th February 2019, 10.10am 

Ox Close Friends Masquerade Disco Wednesday 13th February 2019, 3.30-4.30pm 
EYFS and KS1, 5-6.30pm KS2 

School closes for half term Friday 15th February 2019 

School re-opens after half term Monday 25th February 2019 

Travelling Book Fair arrives Thursday 28th February 2019 

The Selfish Giant- Image Theatre Thursday 7th March 2019, AM 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 13th March 2019, 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 19th March 2019, 10.10am (New date) 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-EYFS and KS1 Wednesday 20th March 2019, 9am 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-KS2 Thursday 21st March 2019, 9am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 25th March 2019 to Wednesday 27th 
March 2019 (3.30-5.30pm) 

Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 27th March 2019, 10.10am 

EYFS Mother’s Day Brunch Thursday 28th March 2019 

EYFS Craft Session Monday 1st April 2019, 9-10.30am 

EYFS Craft Session Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 9-10.30am 

School closes for Easter Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


