
 

 

 

OfSTED 
As you will be aware, we have had our Section 5 OfSTED inspection this week. Although we 
are unable to publish any outcomes until the report has been quality assured, I am pleased 
that the inspectors recognised many of the strengths of our school, our fantastic children and 
amazing staff. Thank you to everyone who submitted a Parent View questionnaire, we 
appreciate your support. Irrespective of outcomes, we will continue to strive to achieve the 
very best outcomes for the children of Ox Close. Ox Close is a fantastic place to be a pupil 
and a staff member and I look forward to the school going on from strength to strength in the 
future. 

Staff 
Our whole staff team showed such dedication, skill and commitment this week. They always 
work hard and OfSTED brings its own pressures. As ever, the team pulled together and I 
couldn’t help but notice the number of staff that were here until 9pm and beyond. That level of 
commitment is what underpins everything which is positive about our school. I would like to 
say a special thank you to Miss Bowden, who was magnificent. It has been a testing week for 
me personally as my Evie has been in hospital again and I am so lucky to have Miss Bowden 
here to assist and help to drive the school forward.  
The Selfish Giant 
On Thursday we welcomed The Image Theatre Production Company back to Ox Close with 
their performance of The Selfish Giant. As a firm favourite of the children, the group once 
again delighted us with all the thrills and spills of their story, and pupils across all year groups 
thoroughly enjoyed the show’s heartfelt message of inclusion and friendship. We thank the 
team for a lovely morning and look forward to seeing them again next year for their production 
of Robin Hood. 

Word Book Day 2019 
It was absolutely fantastic to see the celebrations happening across school yesterday for 
World Book Day 2019! After our assembly on Wednesday about the power of reading to 
inspire the pupils, we enjoyed a wide range of activities throughout the day to showcase 
everything that we do here in school to promote and support our avid readers. As well as the 
super efforts made with costumes for the children, it was also lovely to see and speak to so 
many of you that joined us to share a story on the afternoon, many of which came from the 
books purchased at our very successful book fair earlier in the week. Events such as these 
confirm the importance of providing our students with a plethora of opportunities to enjoy 
reading, both within and beyond the school gates, and we thank you for your continued 
support of our efforts! 

Red Nose Day 2019 – Friday 15th March 
We are really excited for our Red Nose Day cakes and traybakes which will help us raise lots 
of money for Red Nose day on Friday 15th March. The teachers and children have been busy 
this week, voting for the favourite recipe in their classes.  On Thursday or Friday next week, 
the children will take part in baking their winning recipes.  Children with specific dietary 
requirements will also have the opportunity to bake cakes with Miss Bewick. Please let us 
know if your child would like to do this. We will be holding a cake sale for the children on 
Friday afternoon - each cake will cost 50p.  The children will be able to buy a cake from any of 
the classes but we ask that the children only bring enough money for 1 or 2 cakes to ensure 
that each child gets the chance to buy something.   
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Children are also invited to wear something red along with their ordinary clothes with a 
suggested donation of £1.  Days like these are always so well supported at Ox Close, just like 
our World Book Day yesterday.   

Swimming Gala 
Today we celebrated the achievements of the swimming gala that was held before half term. 
The children participated in a variety of races – gaining points for each one. The children 
swam fantastically and overall we came 4th which is an amazing achievement. Mrs Shepherd 
and Mrs Franklin also commented on the children’s excellent behaviour and support of one 
another at this event. Well done to all involved.  

Parental Consultations 
Today you will have received a text allowing you to book in to see your child’s Maths and 
English teacher (Reception classes will see their class teacher). The Parental Consultation 
evenings for most classes will take place between Monday 25th March and Wednesday 27th 
March. The only exception to this is the evenings for children who have been in Miss Curry’s 
Maths and English groups – these appointments are taking place on April 29th and 30th as 
Miss Robson will be able to provide a full update by then. 

Ox Close Friends Masquerade Disco 
The Friends of Ox Close are delighted to announce that £466.08 was raised at the 
Masquerade Party/Disco. Huge thank you to all those who came and also the parents, carers 
and staff who volunteered.  

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Eila B, while Oliver Y triumphed in 1/2. In Key 
Stage 2, Harry D scored highest in 3/4 and Morgan B had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 

Classes 3/4H and 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 99.6%. The overall school 
attendance this year is 97.1% while this week it has been 97.0%. 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual and 187 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to 
authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County 
protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in 
instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days 
or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and 
then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 

Dates for the Diary 
Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 13th March 2019, 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 19th March 2019, 10.10am (New date) 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-EYFS and KS1 Wednesday 20th March 2019, 9am 

Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning-KS2 Thursday 21st March 2019, 9am 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 25th March 2019 to Wednesday 27th 
March 2019 (3.30-5.30pm) 

Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 27th March 2019, 10.10am 

Mother’s Day Lunch – EYFS and KS1 Wednesday 27th March 2019 

EYFS Mother’s Day Brunch Thursday 28th March 2019 

EYFS Craft Session – RB Monday 1st April 2019, 9-10.30am 

EYFS Craft Session - RS Tuesday 2nd April 2019, 9-10.30am 

Mother’s Day Lunch – Siblings and KS2 Wednesday 3rd April 2019 

School closes for Easter Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens for Summer term Tuesday 23rd April 2019 

Parent Consultation Evenings  
- Miss Robson 

Monday 29th April 2019 and Tuesday 30th April 
2019 (3.30-5.30pm) NEW DATES 

 

D. Harrison   
Executive Headteacher 


