
 

 

 

Letter from Richard Crane 
This week we received a letter of congratulations from Richard Crane, who is now Head of Education 
and Skills for County Durham. The letter noted the recent successful Ofsted inspection and identified 
the strengths in teaching, learning and assessment, personal development and welfare, outstanding 
early years and leadership. It was a really lovely surprise to receive this letter and emphasises what a 
magnificent job the staff and Governors do at Ox Close, as well as highlighting our wonderful children. 

Welcoming Environment 
It is always a pleasure to show visitors around the school and I have shown 2 prospective new families 
around over the past week. Both families were so impressed by the provision but also by how 
welcoming and friendly the staff and children are. One family noted the contrast in the welcome here 
compared to other settings. This made me very proud and reminded me of how lucky I am to be able to 
lead such a fabulous school. 

Congratulations Spennymoor Town  
I was delighted to see that Spennymoor Town won their play-off tie against Bradford Park Avenue on 
Wednesday night. They have done incredibly well in recent seasons and it is great for the town that the 
club have had another very successful season. On Sunday, the team travels to Brackley Town as they 
attempt to make it through to the next stage of the play-offs. The support which the team receives 
makes a difference and the club are hoping to be backed by a large and noisy contingent at Brackley. 
They can be contacted by phone on 01388 816417 or by email at 
matchdays@spennymoortownfc.co.uk. Good luck to the team and the fans and let’s hope that they all 
have something else to celebrate on this Bank Holiday weekend.  

School Football Team 
This season our Football team are competing in the Bishop Auckland Schools FA League and the level 
is very impressive. Our team is a young team, containing many Year 5 pupils and so I am sure that this 
season will really be of benefit to them. Last night, the team had one win and two defeats. Sam K and 
Alfie H scored against St Andrews in a 2-0 win. Well done to the team - keep working hard! 

Pupil Premium Funding 
In light of the financial context facing all schools, it is vital that we access all possible funding. Pupil 
Premium funding is available from the Government for pupils where a parent/carer is in receipt of an 
eligible benefit, as follows: 

 Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400 

 Income Support (IS);  

 Income-related employment and support allowance  

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA);  

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;  

 Child Tax Credit, provided that they do not receive Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) that does not exceed £16,190 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit. 
This funding makes a huge difference and allows us to provide the very best possible provision to the 
pupils. Our website has a Pupil Premium statement which gives details of what we spend and have 
spent the Pupil Premium money on. We currently have 72 children who are eligible and, once the 
funding has been accepted, this stays in place throughout the time that the pupil is in Primary School. It 
is possible that we have some children who are not currently receiving the funding who are eligible. 
Naturally, extra funding would help us to enhance provision to those pupils. We are, therefore, sending 
out forms to the parents of all of those pupils who are not currently in receipt of Pupil Premium funding. 
We would be really grateful if you could fill the forms in if you think that you may qualify- school 
organises the checks. Thank you for your support! 

KS1: PE kits 
Mrs Phillips has asked me to mention about PE kits. KS1 comprises of 1/2P, 1/2Cr and 1/2C (now 
taught by Miss Robson).Please could all children ensure that they bring their PE kit to school every 
Monday and it will be sent home again on a Friday. During the summer term we try to fit in outdoor PE 
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sessions but the day we do PE can sometimes change depending on the weather. Could we ask that all 
children have a pair of trainers in their PE kit to use when we go onto the yard or field. Please could we 
remind you that children are asked to wear black school shoes as part of their uniform and should have 
a change of footwear for PE.  

KS1: Water bottles 
Mrs Phillips has also asked me to mention about water bottles. Please could all children ensure that 
they bring to school a filled water bottle, every day. It is important that children are kept hydrated 
throughout the school day and for health and safety reasons, we want to ensure children are not 
sharing water bottles or cups. Please could we remind you that water bottles should contain only water 
and not juice. Thank you for your support. 

School Trips- changes of dates 
Please note a change to the year 1 and 2 trips to Seaham Beach School in Dates for the Diary below. 

Class Charts 
Our top scorers in Reception this week were Alfie and Luca, while Lois triumphed in 1/2. In Key Stage 
2, Kaden scored highest in 3/4 and Jed had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 
Class RB had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance this year is 
96.9% while this week it has been 906.5%. 5 classes was perfectly punctual and 235 minutes were lost 
due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  
Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the 
Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty 
notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes 
absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
 Dates for the Diary 

Monday 6th May 2019 School Closed – Bank Holiday 

Wednesday 8th May 10:10am - 1/2CR Class Assembly 

Week commencing Monday 13th May  KS2 SATs Week 

Friday 24th May 
Ox Close Friends Non-Uniform Day 
3:15pm – Break Up for Half Term 

Monday 27th May – Monday 3rd June Half Term 

Monday 3rd June School Closed – PD Day 

Tuesday 4th June School re-opens to pupils 

Wednesday 5th June 9am Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning – EYFS & KS1 

Thursday 6th June 9am Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning – KS2 

Tuesday 11th June Year 2 Trip  - Seaham – Beach School 

Tuesday 11th June 
Reception parents in the hall to look at Reception 
homework (3.00-3.30pm) 

Friday 14th June Father’s Day Lunch 

Week commencing  Monday 17th June Ox Close Pride Week 

Monday 17th June 9am EYFS Father’s Day Event 

Tuesday 18th June Year 1 School Trip – Seaham – Beach School 

Wednesday 19th June 10:10am - 5/6W Class Assembly 

Friday 21st June PRIDE – Picnic and Parade 

Sunday 23rd June Ox Close Summer Show – Spennymoor Town Hall 

Tuesday 25th June Nursery Sports Day 

Wednesday 26th June 10:10am - 1/2P Class Assembly 

Thursday 27th June 
9:30am EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 
1:30pm  KS2 Sports Day 

Sunday 30th June – Wednesday 3rd July Year 6 Residential – Caythorpe Court 

Thursday 4th July Reserve Sports Day (in case of bad weather) 

Friday 5th July Year 5 Beamish Young Engineers Visit 

Monday 8th July 9:30am EYFS Graduation 

Tuesday 9th July 9:30am Years 1 and 2 Graduation 

Wednesday 10th July 9:30am Years 3 and 4 Graduation 

Thursday 11th July 9:30am Years 5 and 6 Graduation 

Monday 15th July 1:30pm Years 5 and 6 Competitive Sports 

Thursday 18th July 2pm Year 6 Leaver’s Celebration 

Friday 19th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer 
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