
 

 

 

Well done Year 6 
This week children up and down the country have been sitting the Year 6 SATs tests. I have to say that 
I am incredibly proud and impressed by how maturely and calmly our children tackled the tests. They 
were simply superb. On Monday, we had a visitor in school and he was amazed at the focus of the 
children and how they just took it all in their stride. The message from day 1 has been that the only 
expectation was for the children to try their very best. I can safely say that they have done that and that 
is the only thing that we can control. The results will be available to us in July. Well done to all of the 
children and I wish you all an enjoyable last couple of months working at Ox Close as you prepare for 
secondary school.  

Thank you staff 
The calm and purposeful atmosphere that has existed around school this week is also down to the 
magnificent work of our staff. The Year 6 team are very experienced and do a fantastic job in preparing 
the children and creating the right environment for the children throughout the year. When it comes to 
actual SATs week, it is all hands on deck and support staff from across the school are there to help. I 
would like to thank them all as I thoroughly appreciate their dedication, care and support.  

Pupil Premium Funding 
In light of the financial context facing all schools, it is vital that we access all possible funding. Pupil 
Premium funding is available from the Government for pupils where a parent/carer is in receipt of an 
eligible benefit, as follows: 

 Universal Credit with an earnings threshold that does not exceed £7,400 

 Income Support (IS);  

 Income-related employment and support allowance  

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA);  

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;  

 Child Tax Credit, provided that they do not receive Working Tax Credit and have an annual 
income (as assessed by the Inland Revenue) that does not exceed £16,190 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit. 
This funding makes a huge difference and allows us to provide the very best possible provision to the 
pupils. Our website has a Pupil Premium statement which gives details of what we spend and have 
spent the Pupil Premium money on. We currently have 72 children who are eligible and, once the 
funding has been accepted, this stays in place throughout the time that the pupil is in Primary School. It 
is possible that we have some children who are not currently receiving the funding who are eligible. 
Naturally, extra funding would help us to enhance provision to those pupils. We sent out forms to the 
parents of all of those pupils who are not currently in receipt of Pupil Premium funding. We would be 
really grateful if you could fill the forms in if you think that you may qualify- school organises 
the checks. Thank you for your support! 

Ox Close Friends Recruitment 
A flier has gone out this week as Ox Close Friends need new members. They have arranged meetings 
in school on Wednesday 22nd May at 9.15am and Thursday 23rd May at 5.30pm so if you would like to 
help at events in school or have any new fund raising/event ideas, please come along to one of the 
meetings.  

Commiserations Spennymoor Town 
Spennymoor Town narrowly missed out on promotion last weekend as they were edged out in a penalty 
shoot-out at Chorley. The team have done so well and it is frustrating that they have missed out so 
narrowly. However, I know that there is a determination within the club to use this season as a 
springboard and for the club to be identified as County Durham’s team, ultimately gaining Football 
League status. On Thursday next week, we will be holding an assembly with 4 of the players and I 
know that it will be exciting for the children. It is very important that we are involved in the community 
and help to foster a sense of pride so I am delighted that we have such close links with the club. There 
will be another assembly when the new mascot outfit has been made, designed of course by our very 
own Laila D.  
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Non-Uniform Day 
Next Friday we will be holding a non-uniform day to raise money for Ox Close Friends. Children are 
asked to bring £1 to donate to Ox Close Friends funds which will be used to help fund future events etc. 
in school.  

Year 5 Crank it Up  
Next Friday at 2.30pm, we are inviting Year 5 parents to come in and see the cranes that the children 
have been making as part of their engineering project with Beamish Museum. This will be hosted in the 
studio and I am sure that it will be a great event. 

Class Charts 
Our top scorer in Reception this week was Henry R, while Lucy G triumphed in 1/2. In Key Stage 2, 
Reece D scored highest in 3/4 and Owen A had the most points in 5/6. 

Attendance 
Class 5/6W had the highest attendance this week with 99.3%. The overall school attendance this year 
is 96.8% while this week it has been 94.7%. No classes were perfectly punctual and 187 minutes were 
lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent absence has been determined as 
90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the 
Government and Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty 
notices must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes 
absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

 Dates for the Diary 

Friday 24th May 
Ox Close Friends Non-Uniform Day 
3:15pm – Break Up for Half Term 

Monday 27th May – Monday 3rd June Half Term 

Monday 3rd June School Closed – PD Day 

Tuesday 4th June School re-opens to pupils 

Wednesday 5th June Year 3/4 Trip – Washington Wildfowl Park 

Wednesday 5th June 9am Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning – EYFS & KS1 

Thursday 6th June 9am Ox Close Friends Coffee Morning – KS2 

Tuesday 11th June Year 2 Trip  - Seaham – Beach School 

Tuesday 11th June 
Reception parents in the hall to look at Reception 
homework (3.00-3.30pm) 

Friday 14th June Father’s Day Lunch 

Week commencing  Monday 17th June Ox Close Pride Week 

Monday 17th June 9am EYFS Father’s Day Event 

Tuesday 18th June Year 1 School Trip – Seaham – Beach School 

Wednesday 19th June 10:10am - 5/6W Class Assembly 

Friday 21st June PRIDE – Picnic and Parade 

Sunday 23rd June Ox Close Summer Show – Spennymoor Town Hall 

Monday 24th June Year 5/6 Trip – Eden Camp 

Tuesday 25th June Nursery Sports Day 

Wednesday 26th June 10:10am - 1/2P Class Assembly 

Thursday 27th June 
9:30am EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 
1:30pm  KS2 Sports Day 

Sunday 30th June – Wednesday 3rd July Year 6 Residential – Caythorpe Court 

Thursday 4th July Reserve Sports Day (in case of bad weather) 

Friday 5th July Year 5 Beamish Young Engineers Visit 

Monday 8th July 9:30am EYFS Graduation 

Tuesday 9th July 9:30am Years 1 and 2 Graduation 

Wednesday 10th July 9:30am Years 3 and 4 Graduation 

Thursday 11th July 9:30am Years 5 and 6 Graduation 

Monday 15th July 1:30pm Years 5 and 6 Competitive Sports 

Thursday 18th July 2pm Year 6 Leaver’s Celebration 

Friday 19th July 3:15pm – Break up for Summer 

D Harrison 

Mr D Harrison 
Executive Headteacher 


