
 

 

 

Amazing Harvest 
The children did fabulously in their Harvest Festival performances this week. It is always a 
lovely experience in St Paul’s and the turn out and support from parents is magnificent and it 
was a pleasure to speak to many of them. I was very proud of the children, who never cease 
to represent the school superbly. I would like to thank the Rev Matt Tarling, all at St Paul’s, 
Miss Todd, the staff and, especially, the wonderful children of Ox Close.  

Free Healthy Snacks at the Leisure Centre 
Durham County Council are offering tasty treats such as fresh fruit, raisins and popcorn to 
youngsters at all of its leisure centres with swimming pools from Monday, 22nd October to 
Sunday, 28th October (half term).  
The initiative is an extension of a successful scheme they ran during the summer holidays, 
which saw more than 76,800 free snacks distributed to children over a six-week period. It 
attracted many positive comments from parents, children and the wider community, with 
people praising the scheme for sparking conversations about healthy eating. 

Shakespeare 
Our Year 5 and Year 6 children have enjoyed working with Shakespeare expert Barbara 
Gentles this week. Macbeth is a play which captivates the children and they thoroughly 
enjoyed acting and then writing up their scripts. It was very successful and Barbara will return 
to work with Y3/4 on a different Shakespeare play later in the year.  

Wonderful Reception 
Reception have made a fantastic start to their school lives at Ox Close. They have won lots of 
attendance and punctuality awards already this term and they have been very well settled. On 
Wednesday, Mr. Football did a demonstration for prospective parents and all concerned were 
so impressed with how calm and orderly Reception were. Yesterday, we held our first Fire Drill 
of the academic year and all of the children did extremely well. I must praise Reception as 
they were so mature and sensible. Well done Reception! 

Appleton Lodge Visit 
Year 5/6 pupils went to Appleton Lodge on Wednesday to read to the residents. The visit was 
very successful and we have received fantastic feedback from both the carers and residents. 
Ox Close pupils acted with kindness and respect, ensuring residents thoroughly enjoyed their 
visit. We are incredibly proud of our pupil’s maturity and caring attitude. I would like to thank 
Mrs. Simpson and Miss Clare for taking them. Appleton Lodge cannot wait for our next visit.  

Pirate Run Sponsorship 

Our inaugural child and parent sponsored Pirate Run was a huge success when we held it a 
few weeks ago. We raised an amazing £1293 which will go towards the School Fund. This 
fund helps pay for Adam Bushnell, Sc.out.ed, the pantomimes, and the Pirate and Platinum 
Reward trips. It also allows us to subsidise buses for other visits. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

Class Charts 
This week’s top scorer in Reception was Andrew, Year1/2 was Alfie S, Year 3/4 was Espen 
and Summer G scored highest in Y5/6. Congratulations to them all.  

Meal OrdersPlease remember to order meals for your children on Parent Pay before we 

return to school. Thank you. 

Taylor Shaw Vacancies 
Taylor Shaw, who have the catering contract for Durham schools, have some vacancies for 
cook/catering assistant. They are currently recruiting across the County and the positions 
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range from 5 hours to 25 hours, depending upon the size of the school and the amount of 
meals served. The rates of pay are between £7.83 and £8.33 per hour. If you are interested 
then please give the Taylor Shaw office a ring on 0191 3787860.  

Ox Close Friends Non-Uniform Day 
Today was a non-uniform day, which was initiated and organised by the Ox Close Friends. 
The money raised by the Friends is so useful as the more that we have the more that we can 
enrich and enhance the experiences for Ox Close pupils. We are very grateful to the Friends 
for their ongoing support. Not all schools are fortunate enough to benefit from this support. 
The funds from this non uniform day will go towards providing a treat for all children at the end 
of the academic year. 

Ox Close Friends Halloween Party/Disco 
The Friends are asking for donations of cakes /biscuits for Halloween. Please send them to 
school on the Wednesday morning, 31st October. Party/Disco tickets are still on sale from the 
school office at £3 each.   

Attendance Incentives 
Well done to 173 pupils who have 100% attendance for this half term. They have been given a 
button badge to take home today. 

Lego Cards - Thank you to Miss Hockridge for organising the Lego Card swap on 

Wednesday - it was a very popular event. 

Attendance 

Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The overall school attendance 
this year is 97.3% while this week it has been 96.9%. Two classes were perfectly punctual 
and 162 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as persistent 
absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also unable to authorise 
term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and Durham County protocol. 
The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices must be issued ‘in instances 
of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday gives rise to 7 days or more 
unauthorised absence in any period…). The school processes absences and then the 
County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  

Happy Half Term 
It has been an eventful but successful first half term of the year. I would like to wish all of the 
children, parents and staff a happy half term holiday. I look forward to seeing you all on 
Monday 29th October as we get ready to face the challenges of the rest of the academic year.  

Dates for the Diary 
School closes for half term Friday 19th October 2018, 3.15pm 

School reopens after half term Monday 29th October 2018, 8.45am 

Halloween Party Reception & Key Stage 1 Wednesday 31st October 2018 3.30-4.30pm 

Halloween Disco Key Stage 2 Wednesday 31st October 2018 5.00-6.30pm 

The Wizard of Oz by M and M Productions (in 
school) 

Tuesday 6th November 2018 

Remembrance Day Menu for Lunch Wednesday 7th November 2018 

Children in Need Menu for Lunch Friday 16th November 2018 

Parent Consultation Evenings Monday 19th, Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st 
November 2018 (3.30-5.30pm) 

School Closed - Teacher training Monday 26th November 2018 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 5th December 2018 

EYFS Christmas Productions Wednesday 12th December 2018 10am & 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols Thursday 13th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Productions Tuesday 18th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Productions Wednesday 19th December 2018 10am & 5.30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 20th December 2018 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 21st December 2018 

School closes for Christmas holidays Friday 21st December 2018, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for Spring term Monday 7th January 2018, 8.45am 
 

D. Harrison Headteacher 


