
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Back! 
It has been lovely to welcome the children back to school this week and I must say that they 
have made a terrific start to the academic year. There has been a very positive atmosphere 
around school and I have enjoyed hearing about what the children have been doing over the 
holidays. Miss Bowden and I have both made regular visits to classrooms and we have been 
delighted with what we have seen. I was so impressed with how the children came into 
assembly on Wednesday and we are all excited about the academic year ahead. Reception 
have been incredibly settled and that has been brilliant to see. This year is the 50th birthday of 
our school and I am sure that it is going to be a year to remember. 
Welcome Miss Drew 
I would like to welcome Miss Drew, who has been appointed to teach in our year 3 and 4 team 
this term. Miss Drew is excited to start her NQT year, having qualified last year. Last year, 
Miss Drew impressed everyone when she worked for us as an HLTA and we are thrilled to 
have her on board. 
Welcome Miss Walton and Miss Hicks 
I would also like to welcome Miss Walton and Miss Hicks, who are joining us as Teaching 
Assistants. 
Meet the Teacher  
Meet the Teacher was well attended last night and the staff have given me very positive 
reports. It is, of course, our intention to foster the very best possible relationships between 
home and school in the best interests of the children. This was a very early opportunity for 
parents to meet staff and to hear all about routines and procedures for the year ahead. Mrs 
Burn and Mr Surtees from Whitworth Park also attended and they were exceptionally positive 
about Ox Close when I spoke to them both during and after the event.  
Thank You Ox Close Friends 
I would like to thank Ox Close Friends for supporting us last night at the Meet the Teacher 
event. The refreshments went down well and it was great for parents to get the chance to 
speak to the Friends. Their work is very much appreciated, especially in terms of fund raising 
in what are challenging financial times for schools across the country.  
Reception Meet the Teacher Amended Time 
Reception parents are welcome to visit Reception staff on Tuesday 17th September between 
3.30 and 5.30pm. You will receive information about your child’s class and have an 
opportunity to speak to the teachers. 
Breakfast and After School Club 
From next week, children and parents should enter the Nursery Breakfast and After School 
Club via the Red Group external door. There will be signs directing parents and children and 
there will be a bell on the door so that parents can alert staff to their presence. This has been 
put in place due to the changes to the Nursery entrance, which have been carried out over the 
summer holidays.  
Class Charts 
Our top scorer in 1/2 this week has been Francesca H. In Key Stage 2, Abbie H scored 
highest in 3/4 and Leon D had the most points in 5/6. 
Attendance 
Classes RS, 1/2P, 1/2C and 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 100%. The 
overall school attendance this year is 96.6% while this week it has been 96.6%. Six classes 
were perfectly punctual and 26 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is 
termed as persistent absence has been determined as 90%.  Unfortunately, we are also 
unable to authorise term time holidays as we have to follow the Government and 
Durham County protocol. The Durham County protocol explains that penalty notices 
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must be issued ‘in instances of unauthorised holidays in term time (where the holiday 
gives rise to 7 days or more unauthorised absence in any period…). The school 
processes absences and then the County Council pick up on unauthorised absence.  
  
Dates for the Diary 

Tuesday 17th September 3:30 pm to 5:30pm Meet the Teacher - EYFS 

Friday 11th October Phototronics – School Photos 

Monday 14th October 2pm – KS2 Harvest Festival 

Thursday 17th October 2pm – EYFS and KS1 Harvest Festival 

Friday 18th October PM - Pirate Reward Trip 

Friday 25th October 3:15pm School closes for half term 

October Half Term 

Monday 4th November Children back to school 

Wednesday 6th November PM - M and M Production – Peter Pan 

Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th and 
Wednesday 20th November 

Parent Consultation Evenings 

Friday 29th November Flu Immunisation - EYFS to Year 6 

Monday 2nd December School Closed – PD Day 

Wednesday 11th December 10am and 5pm – EYFS Christmas Production 

Thursday 12th December 
10am and 5:30pm – Years 3 and 4 Christmas Carols at 

St Paul’s Church 

Tuesday 17th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 1 and 2 Christmas Production 

Wednesday 18th December 10am and 5:30pm – Years 5 and 6 Christmas Production 

Thursday 19th December AM - EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December AM – KS2 Christmas Party 

Friday 20th December 3:15pm – School closes for Christmas holidays 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January 2020 Children back to school 
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