
 

 

 
 

Class 1/2W: The team of all the talents 
Class 1/2W perfomed a magnificent assembly on Wednesday. Linking in with National 
Storytelling Week, the children worked on their own script and this was a narrative which 
showcased their many talents. I really  believe that every child has a talent and it was great to 
see budding gymnasts, footballers and dancers. This shows how important it is to offer broad 
provision. As noted  by one of the older children, 1/2W also showed the talent of speaking in 
front of a large audience - something which is especially impressive for children who are aged 
between 5 and 7. Well done to all of the children, Mrs Woods, Mrs Elstob and Mr Leighton. 
 

Enrichment 
We are very proud of the opportunities offered to the children at Ox Close. Sporting and 
musical provision are especially strong and this includes an incredible number of after school 
clubs. It is likely that we will have to put a small charge on the sports clubs in the future in 
order to sustain as many as possible in the long term.  
 

Year 3/4S Class Assembly 
Class 3/4S have been practising for their class assembly, which takes place on Wednesday. I 
am sure that the audience will be very impressed. 
 

Reception Banquet 
On Thursday afternoon, Reception enjoyed the most fantastic banquet. Wonderful costumes, 
great singing and fantastic dancing all featured, as well as a feast of food! An amazing time 
was had by all and the photos will appear on the school website very shortly. 
 

Reception Assembly 
Parents/guardians of Reception children are invited to Reception’s Assembly at 9.15am on 
Thursday 12th February. After the performance parents can stay until 10.00am when there will 
be refreshments and an opportunity to look at the children’s Learning Journals. 
 

Visiting Heads 
We have been visited by three Headteachers this week and all of them have been very 
complimentary about the school - especially with regard to the attitude and behaviour of the 
children. It is always nice when others with a context and sense of perspective say positive 
things about the school. 
 

Class sizes and support 
I have also visited other schools recently and it has made me realise just how effective our 
organisation is at Ox Close. For example, I was in one Year 6 class which had 36 children in it 
and no Teaching Assistant. In comparison, our class sizes average out at approximately 26 
and we have 13 Teaching Assistants across the school. Furthermore, our Year 5/6 children 
also benefit from sets. This is all down to the fact that we have invested so much money into 
recruiting as many staff as possible and we have utilised every single possible space in our 
building. Our Local Authority school advisor recently concluded that children at Ox Close 
‘make outstanding progress’ and this is thanks to investment and excellent work by highly 
skilled teachers and support staff. With an election on the horizon, there is uncertainty over 
future funding for education but we will continue to endeavour to offer our children the very 
best deal that we can.  
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Ox Close Friends and School Council 
The School Council had a very good meeting with the Ox Close Friends last Friday and had 
lots of exciting suggestions as to what we could spend money on. These ideas will be taken 
forward and will benefit children across the school. I will bring you news when we have 
confirmation. 
 

E Safety  
Our latest E Safety initiative takes place this week when Team Players come to perform their 
play, which raises awareness of this issue. I know that there are 14 parents who are 
scheduled to attend and I hope that they find it useful. 
 

Snow and ice 
The snow and ice have caused some problems over recent times. The school yard has been 
out of bounds for much of this week, meaning that we have had to keep the children inside on 
many occasions. I would like to thank Councillor Thompson for his efforts with regard to the 
path which leads to the school gate. He has made representations to the council, which did 
eventually lead to the path being cleared. From speaking to colleagues in other schools, this is 
an issue everywhere on public paths and reflects the reduced capacity at which the council is 
working after cuts. Thankfully, we live in an area which is only affected by snow and ice on a 
limited basis. Children love the snow but I for one look forward to the better weather that 
should lie ahead. 
 

Sunderland v West Bromwich Albion Tickets 
Tickets are being sent home tonight for the above match. 
 

Mr Football Holiday Camp 
There are still a few places in the Mr Football Holiday Camp. If your child would like a place in 
the club during February half-term, please send the confirmation slip and full amount of money 
to the school office by 9am on Monday morning. If you do not have the letter it can be 
accessed on the school website. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available soon on the school website) 
Class 3/4S Assembly Wednesday 11

th
 February 2015, 10.10am 

Reception Assembly Thursday 12
th
 February 2015, 9.15–10.00am 

E Safety Play by Team Players for Y3-6 (children and 
parents) 

Thursday 12
th
 February 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 13
th
 February 2015, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after Half Term Monday 23
rd

 February 2015 

Parent Teacher consultations Monday 9
th
 March 2015, 3.30-6.30pm 

Parent Teacher consultations Tuesday 10
th
 March 2015, 3.30-6.30pm 

Class 5/6T Assembly Wednesday 11
th
 March 2015, 10.10am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 18
th
 March 2015, 10.10am 

Easter Week Activities Week beginning Monday 23
rd

 March 2015 

School Closes for Easter Holidays Friday March 27
th
 2015, 3.15pm 

School re-opens after Easter Holidays Monday 13
th
 April 2015 

Class 1/2A Assembly Wednesday 6
th
 May 2015, 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 May 2015, 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 24
th
 June 2015, 10.10am 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday11th May 2015 

 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


