
 

 

Farewell Mr Raper and Miss Spencer 
Today has been a day of mixed emotions as we have said farewell to both Mr Raper and Miss 
Spencer. Both are wonderful, warm individuals who have a great love of children and 
magnificent enthusiasm for their respective jobs. Miss Spencer is at the beginning of what I 
am sure will be a very successful career in teaching and I am so pleased that I noticed her 
while teaching on the Durham University PGCE last year. She moves on to a new job after 
Easter and we wish her well with her new challenge. I am sure that she will keep a close eye 
on Ox Close and maybe one day she might return. I would like to thank her for showing so 
much care towards the children in her first ever class and for being so approachable with 
parents and staff alike. 
 

Mr Raper would not mind me saying that he is at the other end of his career but he has shown 
such commitment and dedication to the cause. He is willing to turn his hand to anything and it 
has been a pleasure to get to know him well over the past 3 years. His singing is the stuff of 
legend - especially on a Friday as closing time approaches at 6pm! On a personal level, I will 
really miss him but I think that he has made the correct decision for himself and his family. I 
would like to thank him for his outstanding contribution to the school, including coming in and 
saving us from floods on a weekend, and wish him well. 
 

Basketball 
Our Basketball team performed magnificently in the regional finals which were held at Newton 
Aycliffe last Sunday. They triumphed in the group stage and got through to play the final at 
half time of the Durham Wildcats v London Lions game. Unfortunately, they were pipped at 
the post as they were beaten in extra time by a golden basket (sudden death) by Vane Road. 
This was just very unlucky for the team, who were truly outstanding. Miss Todd said that one 
spectator commented that the school final was more entertaining than the Wildcats game! We 
are very proud of the team and I hope that they will take away happy, long lasting memories of 
the final and of their successes this year. 
 

Audit 
This half term has been the most intense and in some ways challenging that I can ever 
remember and this week we welcomed internal audit to the school for two full days. I would 
like to thank Mrs Smart for her superb work with regard to this process.  
 

Easter  
We have continued to work hard this week but have also managed to include lots of fun 
activities to celebrate Easter. Year 5 visited Trinity Methodist Church and really enjoyed the 
performance of ‘The Easter Journey’. There have been many other enjoyable activities in 
school, which have naturally excited (eggs cited?!) the children. I believe that it is important to 
have a balance and to allow the children to have some fun and I am proud that our staff work 
hard to achieve this. 
 

Easter Disco and Party 
I would like to congratulate Ox Close Friends upon an extremely successful Easter Disco and 
Party on Wednesday night. The new style format worked really well and children and adults 
alike enjoyed the evening. A fantastic £442.21 was raised on the evening and full credit must 
go to the Friends themselves, Mr Cox and Miss Hockridge, who did such a brilliant job in 
organising the evening. The partnership between the school and Ox Close Friends is 
especially strong at the moment and we look forward to consolidating this in the future.  
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Egg Jarping 

We held our second ever Egg Jarping contest in school this week. This was a tradition which 
Mrs Harvey, Mr Heron and I were brought up with and the children absolutely love it. Eleven 
class champions stepped forward onto the stage yesterday morning like true gladiators as we 
looked to identify our Ox Close champion of champions. After a gripping contest, Mayowa 
Abdullahi of Reception class was crowned as the overall winner, defeating Connor Bateman 
of Year 3 in the final. Well done to Mayowa and to all of the competitors. 
 

Egg Decorating 
The children decorated their eggs in school on Monday. Hays Travel very kindly sponsored 
the event yet again and bought Easter egg prizes for the children, presenting a winner and a 
runner up for each year group. There will be some photographs of the proceedings on the 
school website after the holidays and a good time was had by all. 
 

Eggs Factor 
Yesterday afternoon saw our annual Eggs Factor finals take place, with our usual assortment 
of guest judges. The children absolutely loved the whole experience, from the classroom 
auditions to the finals themselves. Congratulations go to all of the Eggs Factor finalists and 
very well done to the winners Tyler MacKenzie and Matthew Vincent. 
 

Easter Bonnet Parade 
Thank you to all of those children who brought their Easter bonnets to school today to take 
part in our parade.  
 

Football 
Last night our Football team maintained their unbeaten run. The team defeated Cleves Cross 
and then fought back to a draw against Kirk Merrington. Good luck to the team for the coming 
weeks, which will be crucial in deciding the league and cup. We are hoping to be champions 
for the third successive season.  
 

Autism Awareness 
World Autism Awareness Week is between Friday 27th March and Thursday 2nd April. Children 
have been learning more about Autism this week in class and designing their own Autism 
Ribbons. To raise awareness of Autism children had a Bad Hair Day and enjoyed messing up 
their hair in class. 
 

Excellent Behaviour 
The children have had an excellent term and have worked really hard and behaviour has been 
outstanding. Today 248 children received their behaviour award. Well done to all concerned. 
 

PE in Year 1/2 
Class 1/2D will be going to the Pink Gym after Easter and will need their PE bags each 
Monday. From the first week back, Class 1/2W will do PE on Mondays with Transform Fitness 
and Class 1/2A will do PE on Thursdays. As the weather is improving please ensure your 
child has a suitable outdoor kit. 
 

Happy Holidays 
I would like to wish all children, parents, families and staff a very happy Easter. We look 
forward to welcoming the children back on Monday 13th April 2015 for what is sure to be a 
very busy and important summer term.  
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

School re-opens after Easter Holidays Monday 13
th
 April 2015 

Year 1/2 Blue Reef Aquarium Trip Thursday 16
th
 April 2015 

Class 1/2A Assembly Wednesday 6
th
 May 2015, 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 May 2015, 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 24
th
 June 2015, 10.10am 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 11th May 2015 

 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 


