
 

 

Welcome Back 
I would like to welcome everyone back to school for the summer term. I hope that everyone 
had a great Easter. For once, the weather was excellent during a school holiday. The children 
seem refreshed and ready for the challenges that lie ahead. I have been delighted with the 
start that they have made this week and we will all work really hard to ensure that it is a 
successful term.  
 

Welcome Mr Bulmer 
Mr Raper’s decision to retire meant that we had to act quickly to get a caretaker in place to 
work alongside the excellent Mr Dixon. I am delighted that Mr Bulmer has agreed to join us, 
initially as a short term measure. He has lots of experience of working in other schools and 
has settled in well over the last couple of days. Welcome aboard! 
 

Well Done James 
James Harris of Year 6 has been representing Darlington District Football team this year and 
he has performed with distinction. This week I received a letter from Darlington District which 
praised James for his outstanding contribution at a very high level. We are very proud of 
James and all of our other successful sports people. 
 

Full House 
Yesterday afternoon we received a list of the children who have been allocated a place in our 
Reception class for September. Once again, we were massively over-subscribed. We look 
forward to welcoming the new intake for transition later in the term.  
 

Punctuality 
The Educational Welfare Officer (EWO) made a visit to see us this week. She visits all of the 
schools in the area and analyses attendance and punctuality. Unfortunately, we do have an 
issue with punctuality with a minority of families. Over time, this can be very significant. For 
example, there are one or two cases when a child has missed the equivalent of almost 2 
whole days in this academic year through accumulated lateness. The EWO is going to return 
to the school and will arrange to speak to me and the relevant families in school over the 
coming weeks. I fully appreciate that it can be a challenge to get children up and organised 
and I know that most of our children are on time every single day. Thank you for your support 
with this important matter.  
 

Planning Ahead 
I started planning for the next academic year with Mrs Harvey some time ago. Over the last 2 
years, we have had a huge number of maternity situations and also promotions. With a 
talented young staff, and a significant number of female staff, there is always the likelihood 
that there will be change. Mrs Phillips, Miss Robson and Mrs Massey are all due to return, 
while Mrs Payne returned last half term. This year has seen several inexperienced staff 
develop amazingly well due to unexpected opportunities. If we are back to full strength, we will 
be in a remarkably strong position. However, at this time last year my plans had to change 
massively so I am crossing my fingers for better luck this time!  
 

60th Spennymoor Gala 
July 4th sees the 60th Spennymoor Gala and there are efforts being made to involve schools 
and community groups. I am attending a meeting about the Gala on April 30th and I have a few 
ideas for how we can be involved as a school. It is important that a school is at the heart of the 
community and I believe that we are. We have arranged to have an Art Exhibition in June at 
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the Bob Abley Gallery and our work will reflect the fact that this is the 60th Gala and also our 
involvement with the Durham Miners Gala on July 11th. 
 

Green Machine 
Green team were victorious in our Pirate points competition last term and we are working with 
the Leisure Centre to try and arrange their reward trip.  
 

Y1/2 Blue Reef Aquarium 
Yesterday, Year 1 and 2 had a fabulous visit to the Blue Reef Aquarium at Tynemouth. The 
weather was absolutely fantastic and there was a cloudless sky as the children played on the 
beach. They all had a fantastic time and I am sure that the visit will provide a superb stimulus 
for their topic this term. Photographs will appear on the school website soon.  
 

Banner to Beamish 

Next Wednesday, a number of our school councillors and brass players will accompany us as 
we make our way to Beamish with our magnificent Miners Banner. Last year, as it was the first 
time that we had taken part in ‘Old King Coal’, we took the whole school. That visit is 
remembered by staff at Beamish as ‘hailgate’ and it is fair to say that the weather was less 
than kind on that occasion! We do hope for better weather this time. Thank you to Miss Smith 
for organising the visit this time. I will let you know how it goes in next week’s newsletter.  
 

Headlice 

Having returned to school after the Easter holiday we would like to remind all parents of the 
need to routinely check your child for headlice on a regular basis.  If your child does have 
headlice, free treatment is available from any pharmacy and as long as your child has been 
treated they can be in school. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Banner to Beamish Wednesday 22
nd

 April 2015 

School Closed for Bank Holiday Monday 4
th
 May 2015 

Class 1/2A Assembly Wednesday 6
th
 May 2015, 10.10am 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 11th May 2015 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 19
th
 May 2015 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 May 2015, 10.10am 

Open Morning for Parents (Parent Workshops) Thursday 21
st
 May 2015 (Times tbc) 

Coffee Afternoon Thursday 21
st
 May 2015 (Times tbc) 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 22
nd

 May 2015, 3.15pm 

Teacher Training day Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

France Trip Week Beginning Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

Art Exhibition opens at the Town Hall Saturday 6
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (weather pending) Wednesday 17
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (back up date) Friday 19
th 

June 2015 

Year 6 Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 29
th
 June 2015 

Spennymoor Gala Saturday 4
th
 July 2015 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 6
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 7
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 8
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 9
th
 July 2015-9-10am 

Durham Miners Gala Saturday 11
th
 July 2015 

Reports to Parents Friday 10
th
 July 2015 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Summer Holidays Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 3.15pm 

 

D. Harrison  
 Headteacher 


