
 

 

Banner to Beamish 
On Wednesday we took our school banner to Beamish as part of the King Coal celebrations. 
A number of school councillors attended and some of our more experienced brass players 
performed in the band stand. Mr Heron and Mr Leighton did a marvellous job carrying the 
banner, which is a considerable weight when the poles are factored in. The weather was very 
kind and the children and the banner attracted a lot of positive attention. Some photographs 
will appear on the school website soon and I know that there were some excellent ones on the 
Beamish Facebook page as well as on the Evening Chronicle website. Well done to all 
concerned on a very proud day for the school. 
 

Punctuality 
As I mentioned last week, the Educational Welfare Officer visited recently and was concerned 
about the issue of punctuality. This week a total of 200 minutes have been missed through 
lateness. 
 

After School Care 
Some weeks ago, I mentioned that Oxclose Nursery were looking into providing after school 
care. I am delighted to let you know that the after school care is available from now. The 
Nursery offers outstanding on site care at a very favourable rate. I know that this service will 
be very popular with working parents. Please get in touch with the Nursery directly if you are 

interested.  
 

Assessment without levels 
In September, the former National Curriculum levels will disappear. No guidance has been 
provided on a standard replacement system, with the Government suggesting that all schools 
create their own systems. I would suggest that this works against the tools of accountability, 
such as school league tables and I do suspect that further guidance will be issued when this 
issue is thought through practically and properly. In the meantime, we are continuing to 
prepare at Ox Close and have a system in place. However, we will also be researching best 
practice across this term, checking on what other schools are producing in order to come up 
with the best possible system. Any system needs to have the end result of promoting 
improved pupil progress.  
 

Matched Funding 
We are very grateful to Steve Thompson, father of Archie and Henry, for providing matched 
funding of £500 from his work place, Boots, for the Halloween Disco in October. This money 
will help the Ox Close Friends towards their excellent fund raising efforts. As mentioned 
previously, the Friends met with the children and asked for their views on what the funds could 
be spent on. There is some very exciting news to come soon! Watch this space! 
 

France Trip Meeting 
The final meeting about our trip to France will take place next Thursday, in Ox Close, starting 
at 6pm.  Parents and children are invited to attend and will have the opportunity to meet with 
staff and pupils from St. Charles School who are also going on the trip. Balances can be paid 
on the night and please could you bring any outstanding European Health Insurance Cards to 
the meeting. 
 

We are aware there is a meeting for choosing uniform at Whitworth Park School on the same 
evening so we will understand that the Year 6 parents may arrive late. 
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Junk Modelling 
We would be grateful if you could bring in any used and washed yoghurt pots, bottle tops, milk 
cartons and boxes. Reception have requested these to help with their Junk Modelling work. 
Thank you! 
 

Year 3 Story Writing Course 
Before Easter, I bumped into Adam Bushnell, the highly acclaimed story teller and writer. 
Adam asked if he could work with a small number of our Year 3 children as part of some 
teacher training. The Y3/4 staff drew names out of a hat and the lucky Year 3 children are 
coming with me to the Durham Leadership Centre next Friday. This is great news as Adam 
has a waiting list of 2 years and travels all over the world now to work. I am sure that our 
children will really enjoy the experience.  
 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

France Trip meeting for parents and pupils Thursday 30
th
 April 2015, 6pm 

School Closed for Bank Holiday Monday 4
th
 May 2015 

Class 1/2A Assembly Wednesday 6
th
 May 2015, 10.10am 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 11th May 2015 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 19
th
 May 2015 

Year 6 Second Steps Day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 20
th
 May 2015 

Open Morning for Parents (Parent Workshops) Thursday 21
st
 May 2015 (Times tbc) 

Coffee Afternoon Thursday 21
st
 May 2015 (Times tbc) 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 22
nd

 May 2015, 3.15pm 

Teacher Training day Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

France Trip Week Beginning Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

Art Exhibition opens at the Town Hall Saturday 6
th
 June 2015 

Year 5 Transition Day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 10
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (weather pending) Wednesday 17
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (back up date) Friday 19
th 

June 2015 

Year 6 Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 29
th
 June 2015 

Spennymoor Gala Saturday 4
th
 July 2015 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 6
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 7
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 8
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 9
th
 July 2015-9-10am 

Reports to Parents Friday 10
th
 July 2015 

Durham Miners Gala Saturday 11
th
 July 2015 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Summer Holidays Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 3.15pm 

 

D. Harrison  
 Headteacher 


