
 

 

Laptops 
On Monday, Lesley Thompson of the Ox Close Friends presented us with 10 brand new 
laptops in assembly. This was fantastic news for the school and the children in particular. The 
Friends consulted with the children, who presented a wish list. Laptops were top of that list 
and these machines will really help to improve provision. It is wonderful to know that the 
money which you all help to raise with the Friends can have such an impact. 
 

ICT 
Over the coming months, we will be investing in our ICT infrastructure. This is a costly but 
necessary investment in order to get the best out of the laptops and iPads. With this 
investment and new machines, such as those purchased by the Friends, provision should 
really be enhanced in time for the next academic year.  
 

Class 1/2A Assembly  
On Wednesday we will welcome the parents and families of Class 1/2A as the children 
perform their class assembly. I am sure that there will be a large turn out once again and I 
wish the children and Miss Allchurch good luck. 
 

Punctuality 
This week a total of 133 minutes have been missed through lateness. 
 

After School Care 
Some weeks ago, I mentioned that Oxclose Nursery were looking into providing after school 
care. I am delighted to let you know that the after school care is available from now. The 
Nursery offers outstanding on site care at a very favourable rate. I know that this service will 
be very popular with working parents. Please get in touch with the Nursery directly if you are 

interested.  
 

Oxclose Nursery Breakfast Club – Thursday 7th May 
The Nursery is closed on 7th May as it is being used as a polling station. Therefore their 
Breakfast Club will be held in Ox Close Primary School that morning. 
 

Portuguese Visitors 
Some Portuguese students are visiting the area next week and they are going to be working 
with the Durham Mining Museum in the town. The students are looking at the role of women in 
coal mining in Portugal and will give a presentation to an invited audience. I have been invited 
to attend, along with 12 Year 5 pupils. The Portuguese children have heard about our School 
Miners Banner and so we will make a brief presentation.  
 

Brilliant Brass 
Our musical provision is something that we are very proud of and we have made a huge 
investment in brass this year. The current Year 4’s are playing for a second year and many of 
them are showing huge promise. Year 3 have also enjoyed a year of free tuition. We also 
have some Year 5 and 6 players who are continuing to play and who receive tuition, although 
this depends upon commitment from the children and the parents. Mrs Harvey shares my aim 
of producing a genuine brass band for the school and this is a realistic aim if we can 
encourage the current Year 3 and 4 children to continue playing once they get into Year 5 and 
6. Our progress has been noted and the brass players who performed at Beamish have been 
invited to play at the Durham Regatta on June 13th. This will be a wonderful experience for 
them and hopefully the start of a fine tradition. We also hope that our brass players can take 
part in the Durham Miners Gala on July 11th this year when we parade our banner once again.  
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Miss Robson and Mrs Phillips 
I have recently spoken to Miss Robson and Mrs Phillips, who are both currently on maternity. 
Miss Robson will return after half term to take Class 1/2A, while Mrs Phillips will return to the 
school in September. The staff who have covered the maternity vacancies have done a 
magnificent job and they will be missed. However, it will also be brilliant to welcome back the 
experience of Miss Robson and Mrs Phillips.  
 

Year 3 Story Writing Course 
Before Easter, I bumped into Adam Bushnell, the highly acclaimed story teller and writer. 
Adam asked if he could work with a small number of our Year 3 children as part of some 
teacher training. The Y3/4 staff drew names out of a hat and the lucky Year 3 children are 
coming with me to the Durham Leadership Centre next Friday (not today as I put on last 
week’s newsletter). This is great news as Adam has a waiting list of 2 years and travels all 
over the world now to work. I am sure that our children will really enjoy the experience.  
 

Recycled Robot Competition 
Years 1 and 2 are participating in a Recycled Robot competition and would be grateful if you 
could send in junk modelling materials e.g. yoghurt pots, milk bottles and tops, CDs or boxes. 
Thank you. 
 

Bank Holiday 
As you will be aware, this forthcoming Monday is a Bank Holiday. Dinner money for children in 
Key Stage 2 will therefore be £7.80 next week. I hope that you all enjoy the long weekend and 
we look forward to seeing you on Tuesday.  
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

School Closed for Bank Holiday Monday 4
th
 May 2015 

Class 1/2A Assembly Wednesday 6
th
 May 2015, 10.10am 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 11th May 2015 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 19
th
 May 2015 

Year 6 Second Steps Day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 20
th
 May 2015 

Open Morning for Parents (Parent Workshops) Thursday 21
st
 May 2015 (Times tbc) 

Coffee Afternoon Thursday 21
st
 May 2015 (Times tbc) 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 22
nd

 May 2015, 3.15pm 

Teacher Training day Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

France Trip Week Beginning Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

Art Exhibition opens at the Town Hall Saturday 6
th
 June 2015 

Year 5 Transition Day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 10
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (weather pending) Wednesday 17
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (back up date) Friday 19
th 

June 2015 

Year 6 Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 29
th
 June 2015 

Spennymoor Gala Saturday 4
th
 July 2015 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 6
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 7
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 8
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 9
th
 July 2015-9-10am 

Reports to Parents Friday 10
th
 July 2015 

Durham Miners Gala Saturday 11
th
 July 2015 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Summer Holidays Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 3.15pm 

 

D. Harrison  
 Headteacher 


