
 

 

 
 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests 
This week has been an especially busy one in school as the Year 6 children have completed 
their Key Stage 2 National Tests. The children conducted themselves magnificently and they 
worked so hard. I would say that the papers were challenging, with the Maths reflecting the 
changes that have taken place in the curriculum this year. However, the children stuck to the 
challenge throughout and handled the process really well. I would like to thank the Year 6 
staff, who have worked incredibly hard throughout the year. This year, the results are not 
being released until July 7th. All concerned have done their very best and I am proud of all of 
the children and all of the staff. 
 

Exciting Times 
The Year 6 children have only eight weeks left at Ox Close and we are looking to give them a 
memorable ending to their time with us. Naturally, we still have work to do and it is important 
that effort and behaviour levels are maintained. However, there are also some exciting 
activities planned out for them. Mrs Shepherd has worked really hard to organise the France 
trip, which involves both Year 5 and Year 6. The Kingsway Year 6 Residential follows at the 
end of June and we have also organised a trip to Lightwater Valley for Year 6 on 18th June.  
 

Football Success 
Congratulations go to the all conquering school Football team, who have been confirmed as 
league champions. Mr Woodward received an email last night confirming that all other fixtures 
have been completed and that, once again, Ox Close are champions. This is the third 
successive time that we have been champions and the fourth time in five years - an amazing 
achievement. Full credit goes to all of the players, coach Troy Bainbridge and Mr Woodward.  
 

Punctuality and Attendance 
This week a total of 181 minutes have been missed through lateness. Our Education Welfare 
Officer, Jen Quigley, has been in touch again and she will be coming into school to meet with 
some parents next week. 
 

Mr Woodward 
Sadly, Mr Woodward will be leaving Ox Close at the end of this school year. He is taking up 
an exciting position outside of teaching, an opportunity that was too good to miss - especially 
with the imminent new arrival in his household! On both a personal and a professional level, 
Mr Woodward will be missed and he has made an excellent contribution to Ox Close over the 
last two years. He meets all challenges in a calm, fair, professional manner and he has always 
given his all for the children. I interviewed Mr Woodward when he first applied to teacher 
training and his potential was clear from that stage. We all wish him well with his new role in 
business and as a Dad! 
 

Mr Crowther 
Every cloud has a silver lining and, although the news of Mr Woodward’s career change came 
as a shock, this now means that Mr Crowther will be staying at Ox Close. Mr Crowther was 
covering maternity and would have had to leave at the end of the school year if a position had 
not arisen. I am delighted that he came through the application process successfully as he is 
making a positive contribution to Ox Close and he has lots of potential. Congratulations to him 
upon his re-appointment! 
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Miss Robson and Miss Allchurch 
Next week, Miss Robson returns from her maternity and she will work alongside Miss 
Allchurch all week. This will be an ideal transition as Miss Robson will be taking the class after 
half term. Miss Allchurch has now secured a new position for the next academic year and I 
would like to congratulate her upon her well-deserved success.  
 

Civil Parking Enforcement 
We have been informed that the Civil Parking Enforcement team are paying attention to the 
Spennymoor area, following reports of dangerous and illegal parking outside of the schools. 
Please do not park or stop on the yellow keep clear signs or zig zags as the Civil Parking 
Enforcement team will issue fines to anyone who commits this offence. Thank you.  
 

Sports Day 
We are hoping for good weather for our Sports Day in June. As can be seen in the dates for 
the diary, we have earmarked Wednesday 17th June as our preferred day, with Friday 19th as 
back up. Due to Year 1 Phonics, the Reception and Key Stage 1 sessions will be in the 
afternoon. Key Stage 2 will have their session on the morning. Just as a reminder, Key Stage 
1 covers 1/2A, 1/2D and 1/2W, while Key Stage 2 is 3/4S, 3/4W, 3/4C, 5/6S, 5/6T and 5/6H. 
 

Uniform Orders 
Please send any late uniform orders to the school office on Monday 18th May. Thank you. 
 

After School Clubs 
The current after school clubs will all be on next week, including Year 2 Booster but Year 6 
Booster has now finished.  Confirmation slips for the clubs starting after the half term holiday 
will go out next week. Mr Football Holiday Camp forms need to be returned by next 
Wednesday and confirmation of places will go out next Friday. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 19
th
 May 2015 

Year 6 Second Steps Day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 20
th
 May 2015 

Open Morning for Parents (Parent Workshops) Thursday 21
st
 May 2015 (Times tbc) 

Coffee Afternoon Thursday 21
st
 May 2015 (Times tbc) 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 22
nd

 May 2015, 3.15pm 

France Trip Week Beginning Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

Teacher Training day Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

School reopens Tuesday 2
nd

 June 2015 

Art Exhibition opens at the Town Hall Saturday 6
th
 June 2015 

Year 5 Transition Day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 10
th
 June 2015 

Class 5/6H Assembly Tuesday 16
th
 June 2015, 10.10am 

Sports Day (weather pending) Wednesday 17
th

 June 2015 (KS2 AM, Rec & KS1 PM) 

Year 6 Lightwater Valley Thursday 18
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (back up date) Friday 19
th 

June 2015 (KS2 AM, Rec & KS1 PM) 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 23
rd

 June 2015, 10.10am 

Year 6 Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 29
th
 June 2015 

Spennymoor Gala Saturday 4
th
 July 2015 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 6
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 7
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 8
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 9
th
 July 2015-9-10am 

Reports to Parents Friday 10
th
 July 2015 

Durham Miners Gala Saturday 11
th
 July 2015 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Summer Holidays Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens for new term Thursday 3
rd

 September 2015 

 

D. Harrison  
 Headteacher 


