
 

 

 
 

Parental Opportunities 
We are always keen to foster good relationships with parents and to offer opportunities for 
parents to come into school. This week has been a very busy one in that regard. 
 

Open Morning 
Yesterday, we opened up classrooms for parents in the morning. This gave them the chance 
to work alongside their children and to keep up to date with current curriculum content and 
teaching approaches. As ever, the response from parents was very good. This is not 
something that most schools offer and I really believe that it is very worthwhile. 
 

Coffee Afternoon 
Later that day, we also had a fantastic response to our coffee afternoon. Due to numbers, we 
have had to introduce a ‘shift’ system. Although I was only able to pop in and out due to a 
whole host of other commitments, the coffee afternoon seemed to work very well. I would like 
to thank Mrs Woods for overseeing the event, Mrs Harvey for helping to organise it, the staff 
who served refreshments, the children who did activities around the room and, especially, our 
brass players. Miss Leggett, the brass teacher, was unable to arrive until 2.30pm and up until 
then the brass players managed independently! I hope that parents enjoyed the event and I 
would like to thank all of those who attended. 
 

Short Note Meetings 
We also had meetings for the parents of children who have a short note (formerly IEPs) this 
week. This gave a vital opportunity for parents to look at specific targets and to have a 
discussion with the teachers. Thank you to those parents who did attend these very important 
meetings.  
 

New Intake 
Once again, we were over subscribed for our September intake. This week, the children who 
will start in September have been in school and had an opportunity to spend a session in their 
new classroom. Parents were also invited and this took a lot of organising so many thanks go 
to Mrs Bowman and Mrs Smart.  
 

Art Gallery 
We are currently busy preparing art work for our exhibition at the Town Hall, which opens on 
Saturday 6th June. This is a fantastic experience for the children and a great opportunity for 
parents to view the work in an actual gallery. As previously, the work will be displayed on the 
stairwell but there are some differences. Whereas the work was stapled to the wall in the past, 
it will now be on a display board. Unfortunately, the refreshment facilities are no longer 
available but access will be available throughout the week.  
 

Miss Allchurch 
Today is Miss Allchurch’s last day at Ox Close as Miss Robson has now returned full time 
from her maternity. Miss Allchurch has done an excellent job and I would like to thank her for 
all of her hard work. I am sure that she has a very bright future in teaching and I wish her well 
in her next post. 
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Punctuality and Attendance 
This week a total of 143 minutes have been missed through lateness. Our Education Welfare 
Officer, Jen Quigley, came into school to meet with some parents this week to discuss ways of 
improving punctuality. It was noted that absences of over 15 minutes can be counted as 
unauthorised absence and ultimately lead to a fine for parents. The meetings were positive 
and we are determined to do all that we can to get children here on time.  
 

Civil Parking Enforcement 
We have been informed that the Civil Parking Enforcement team are paying attention to the 
Spennymoor area, following reports of dangerous and illegal parking outside of the schools. 
Please do not park or stop on the yellow keep clear signs or zig zags as the Civil Parking 
Enforcement team will issue fines to anyone who commits this offence. Thank you.  
 

Sports Day 
We are hoping for good weather for our Sports Day in June. As can be seen in the dates for 
the diary, we have earmarked Wednesday 17th June as our preferred day, with Friday 19th as 
back up. Due to Year 1 Phonics, the Reception and Key Stage 1 sessions will be in the 
afternoon. Key Stage 2 will have their session on the morning. Just as a reminder, Key Stage 
1 covers 1/2A, 1/2D and 1/2W, while Key Stage 2 is 3/4S, 3/4W, 3/4C, 5/6S, 5/6T and 5/6H. 
 

France 
A record number of pupils are going to France with Mrs Shepherd, Miss Smith and Mr Smith 
immediately after half term. Naturally, the visit takes a huge amount of organising and I would 
like to thank Mrs Shepherd for this. I hope that everyone has a successful and enjoyable trip.  
 

Adventure Valley 
Reception thoroughly enjoyed their visit to Adventure Valley on Tuesday. Thankfully, they 
were also lucky with the weather - managing to escape before the downpour of hailstones! 
 

Happy Holidays 
Tonight we break up for half term. The children return to school on Tuesday 2nd June. Have a 
good half term break! 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 22
nd

 May 2015, 3.15pm 

France Trip Week Beginning Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

Teacher Training day Monday 1
st
 June 2015 

School reopens Tuesday 2
nd

 June 2015 

Art Exhibition opens at the Town Hall Saturday 6
th
 June 2015 

Year 5 Transition Day at Whitworth Park School Wednesday 10
th
 June 2015 

Class 5/6H Assembly Tuesday 16
th
 June 2015, 10.10am 

Sports Day (weather pending) Wednesday 17
th

 June 2015 (KS2 AM, Rec & KS1 PM) 

Year 6 Lightwater Valley Thursday 18
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (back up date) Friday 19
th 

June 2015 (KS2 AM, Rec & KS1 PM) 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 23
rd

 June 2015, 10.10am 

Year 6 Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 29
th
 June 2015 

Spennymoor Gala Saturday 4
th
 July 2015 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 6
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 7
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 8
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 9
th
 July 2015-9-10am 

Reports to Parents Friday 10
th
 July 2015 

Durham Miners Gala Saturday 11
th
 July 2015 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Summer Holidays Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens for new term Thursday 3
rd

 September 2015 

 

D. Harrison  
 Headteacher 


