
 

 

Barratt Homes Bike Competition 
As part of the National Bike to School week, Barratt homes got in touch with us to offer us the 
opportunity to enter an exciting competition. The children were asked to design a bike at home 
over the half term period and the prize on offer is an exceptional one - a bike for the winning 
entrant. On Monday, we will hold a special assembly when representatives from Barratt will 
come into school and present the winning entrant with their prize. I am looking forward to 
seeing who wins and I know that the children are very excited about it too. Thank you to 
Barratt for offering us this opportunity.  

Education Network Recycled Robot Competition 
Before half term, all of the local schools were contacted by Education Network, who offered 
Key Stage 1 children the chance to enter a Recycled Robot competition. Our children 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and I was delighted that the overall winning entry came 
from our school. Class 1/2W have won a £50 Amazon voucher, another amazing prize. I know 
that Mrs Woods has spoken to the children about what to spend the voucher on and I would 
like to thank Education Network.  

Congratulations Mr Cox 
I would like to congratulate Mr Cox upon his successful application for a full time Teaching 
Assistant position at Hartside Primary, Crook. Sadly, this means that next Thursday will be Mr 
Cox’s final day at Ox Close. Since arriving as an apprentice in the summer of 2013, Mr Cox 
has been an outstanding asset to this school. From the moment I interviewed him, it was 
evident that he had a tremendous connection with children. He has continued to develop and 
thrive and is a credit to himself, his family and this school. Unfortunately, there were no 
substantive Teaching Assistant roles available here and so Mr Cox had to look elsewhere for 
now. He will be missed by staff and children alike. Mr Cox has been studying to become a 
teacher in his own time and I am certain that he will be an outstanding one within a couple of 
years.  

Congratulations Mr Woodward 
Special congratulations go to Mr Woodward and his partner Casey upon the birth of their first 
child, a baby boy. Dre Woodward was born at 5.43am on Thursday, weighing in at 7lb 5oz. 
This is fantastic news! 

Durham Regatta 
Tomorrow a number of our brass players are performing at the Durham Regatta. They will be 
in action over the lunch time period at this prestigious event. It is a tremendous honour for the 
children and the school and illustrates just how successful our brass project has been. Mrs 
Harvey will attend as the event clashes with my children’s birthday party. I am sure that the 
event will be a great success and I wish everyone well. 

France 
The children returned home safely from France last Friday night. It was a fantastic experience 
for the children and something which they will remember forever. Thank you very much once 
again to Mrs Shepherd for organising and running the visit and to Mr Smith and Miss Smith 
who also gave up their time to travel to France for the week.  

Art Gallery 
Our Art exhibition at Spennymoor Town Hall continues. I managed to go along and have a 
look last week and I was delighted with the work. I also know that visitors to the gallery, 
including some from different parts of the country, have been very impressed. The exhibition 
runs until July 4th and illustrates the commitment that we have to the arts. 
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Warm Weather 
This week we have finally enjoyed some warmer weather. I would hope that we will have 
further warm weather over the coming weeks. Please ensure that your child has their water 
bottle every day, has sun cream on and has a hat or a cap. They can also bring sun cream to 
school, which they can put on themselves but please note that staff are not allowed to apply 
the cream.  

Civil Parking Enforcement 
We have been informed that the Civil Parking Enforcement team are paying attention to the 
Spennymoor area, following reports of dangerous and illegal parking outside of the schools. 
Please do not park or stop on the yellow keep clear signs or zig zags as the Civil Parking 
Enforcement team will issue fines to anyone who commits this offence. Thank you.  

Punctuality 
This week a total of 148 minutes have been missed through lateness. Today, no classes were 
awarded the perfectly punctual award, which means that every class had at least one child 
who had not been on time this week.  We are offering an incentive for those children who are 
on time every day. Those who have been on time every day between June 8th and July 16th 
will be entered into a prize draw in each class. The prize will be a £10 voucher of some 
description and I have asked the children to come up with some ideas on the voucher type. In 
addition, those children who have been on time every day throughout the academic year will 
also be entered into a draw for a larger prize. Again, I have asked for some ideas on this from 
the children.  
Cricket 
On Tuesday our Y5/6 boy and girl cricketers were in action at Newton Aycliffe. Mr Heron 
accompanied them, as did Mrs Cox. Both teams competed and performed very well and 
finished up high in the ‘Championship’ level. This is an excellent achievement.  

Sports Day 
Our Sports Day is due to take place next week. Fingers crossed for good weather. In the 
event of a cancellation, we will send a text to parents early on Wednesday. In a change to the 
usual programme, Key Stage 2 are performing from approximately 9.30am while Reception 
and Key Stage 1 have their turn in the afternoon from approximately 1.30pm.  

Swimathon 2015 
I have received a letter from the Oaks Secondary School which praises Oliver Turnbull of 
3/4W for taking part in a swimathon to raise money for the school on May 10th. Oliver gave up 
his own time to do this. Well done Oliver! 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Art Exhibition opens at the Town Hall Saturday 6
th
 June until 4

th
 July 2015 

Class 5/6H Assembly Tuesday 16
th
 June 2015, 10.10am 

Sports Day (weather pending) Wednesday 17
th

 June 2015 (KS2 AM, Rec & KS1 PM) 

Year 6 Lightwater Valley Thursday 18
th
 June 2015 

Sports Day (back up date) Friday 19
th 

June 2015 (KS2 AM, Rec & KS1 PM) 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 23
rd

 June 2015, 10.10am 

Year 6 Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 29
th
 June 2015 

Classes 3/4S,W & C trip to Centre for Life Friday 3
rd

 July 2015 

Spennymoor Gala Saturday 4
th
 July 2015 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 6
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 7
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 8
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 9
th
 July 2015-9-10am 

Reports to Parents Friday 10
th
 July 2015 

Durham Miners Gala Saturday 11
th
 July 2015 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Summer Holidays Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens for new term Thursday 3
rd

 September 2015 

D. Harrison  
 Headteacher 


