
 

 

Barratt Homes Bike Competition: Congratulations Evie 
Congratulations to Evie Sands (1/2D), who Barratt Homes selected as the winner of their 
competition to win a bike. A bike was presented in assembly on Monday but was a touch on 
the small size and so a more suitable bike has been ordered. Well done to Evie and thank you 
to Barratt for organising the competition. I am sure that Evie’s family were very proud when 
they saw her receiving the prize. 
 

Sports Day 
Despite very changeable weather, our Sports Day went ahead on Wednesday. The field 
conditions were good due to the relative lack of rain in the days leading up to the event and 
the decision to go ahead was justified. I managed to make it out for the entire morning session 
and there were some excellent performances and the competition was healthy. It is also 
positive that all of the children get the chance to have a try at all events. We do have some 
very talented young sports people and this was evident once again. In the afternoon, I had a 
meeting with Miss Bowden (our new Deputy Head from September). Unfortunately, by the 
time we made it outside, the event had just finished but we did make it in time to see the 
teachers’ race! Miss Bowden was very impressed with the turn out from parents. I know that 
Mrs Woods asked people not to put photographs or videos onto Facebook or other social 
media and I would kindly request that everyone takes heed of this request. Not all parents feel 
comfortable with having images or videos of their children on social media for obvious 
reasons.  
 

Durham Regatta 
Our brass players performed magnificently at the Durham Regatta last Saturday. Mrs Harvey 
and Miss Leggett, the brass teacher, were very proud. I also received an email from Miss 
Leggett in which she said, ‘Various staff from the music service have mentioned how 
impressed they were with the children’s performance on Saturday’. It is pleasing that the 
children are having the opportunity to perform and are gaining such a positive reputation for 
themselves and the school. We are still hoping to have enough brass players to be able to 
play at the Miners Gala and I will keep you posted. 
 

Class 5/6H Assembly 
Class 5/6H produced and performed an excellent assembly on Tuesday, taking a trip in time 
to Spennymoor Galas past and future. It also gave them a chance to showcase their many 
talents and to celebrate the impressive range of opportunities that exist for children in the 
area. Next Tuesday (23rd June), 5/6S will have their turn in the spotlight and we look forward 
to welcoming parents and families. 
 

Ox Close Friends Fundraising 2015 
The Ox Close Friends would like to thank everyone who has helped them to raise funds this 
year. So far, they have purchased 10 lap tops, a range of sports equipment, toys for indoor 
play, 3 new probots for ICT and cooking equipment. Without your support, they could not do 
this. On Sports Day, £60.84 was raised and this will be put to good use. I would like to extend 
my thanks to all concerned.  
 

Art Gallery 
Our Art exhibition at Spennymoor Town Hall continues. I received the following message 
yesterday, ‘Great display of your school’s work on the stairs. Love the trench boxes’. The 
exhibition runs until July 4th. 
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Leavers Book 
We are busy putting together a Leavers Book which will feature all of the Year 6 children. This 
will be a very professional product and a worthwhile keep sake. They will be available to view 
shortly and then any parents who would like to buy one will be able to make an order. I have 
seen them at my wife’s school and they have been very popular there and so I have enlisted 
her help to make this possible at Ox Close.  
 

Year 1 and 2 
Well done to Year 1 and 2 children, who have been working really hard recently and have 
been doing assessments. Year 1 have to sit the National Phonics Screen, while Year 2 do the 
SATs. All of the children have done their best and I would like to say well done to them and to 
the staff.  
 

Lightwater Valley 
Year 6 had a brilliant time at Lightwater Valley yesterday. It was a suitable reward for the 
children and staff after their hard work throughout the year.  
 

Civil Parking Enforcement 
We have been informed that the Civil Parking Enforcement team are paying attention to the 
Spennymoor area, following reports of dangerous and illegal parking outside of the schools. 
Please do not park or stop on the yellow keep clear signs or zig zags as the Civil Parking 
Enforcement team will issue fines to anyone who commits this offence. Thank you.  
 

Punctuality 
This week a total of 77 minutes have been missed through lateness. Today, 2 classes were 
awarded the perfectly punctual award, which means that every single child in those classes 
has been on time this week.  We are offering an incentive for those children who are on time 
every day. Those who have been on time every day between June 8th and July 16th will be 
entered into a prize draw in each class. The prize will be a £10 voucher of some description 
and I have asked the children to come up with some ideas on the voucher type. In addition, 
those children who have been on time every day throughout the academic year will also be 
entered into a draw for a larger prize. Again, I have asked for some ideas on this from the 
children.  
 

Reception Request 
The Reception classes would be grateful for old dolls or action figures, dressing up clothes 
(boys and girls) and decking boards (up to 1 metre long). Thank you! 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Art Exhibition at the Town Hall Saturday 6
th
 June until 4

th
 July 2015 

Class 5/6S Assembly Tuesday 23
rd

 June 2015, 10.10am 

Year 6 Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 29
th
 June 2015 

Classes 3/4S,W & C trip to Centre for Life Friday 3
rd

 July 2015 

Spennymoor Gala Saturday 4
th
 July 2015 

Reception Celebration of Excellence Monday 6
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 1/2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 7
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 3/4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 8
th
 July 2015- 9-10am 

Year 5/6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 9
th
 July 2015-9-10am 

Reports to Parents Friday 10
th
 July 2015 

Durham Miners Gala Saturday 11
th
 July 2015 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Summer Holidays Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens for new term Thursday 3
rd

 September 2015 
 

D. Harrison  
 Headteacher 


