
 

 

 
Key Stage 2 SATs Results - Congratulations Year 6! 
This week, the Key stage 2 results were finally returned to us and congratulations go to the 
children and the staff. In Reading 91% were at Level 4+ and 50% at Level 5, in Maths 88% 
were at Level 4+, 41% achieved Level 5 and 9% attained Level 6, while in Grammar 
Punctuation and Spelling 85% were at Level 4+ and 62% were Level 5. In Writing, which was 
teacher assessed, 91% were Level 4+ and 50% were Level 5. All of these results were in line 
with or above the national averages from 2014.  
 

Durham Miners Gala 
Tomorrow, we will march with our banner at the Durham Miners Gala. It will be a proud 
occasion and this time we will be accompanied by our brass players. This will make it an extra 
special event for us. The banner is magnificent and is always admired by onlookers at the 
event, spreading the good name of Ox Close and Spennymoor in general far and wide. Our 
brass players will have the chance to play briefly at a number of spots. The buses are due to 
leave the Town Hall by approximately 8am and we should be due to leave the New Inn from 
between 8.45am to 9am. When the banner is hoisted at the Show Field, our brass players will 
play and then they will be free to leave if they wish. I trust that everyone has a successful day. 
We are indebted to Mr Leighton, Nathan Mullin and Dan Gibson for volunteering to carry the 
banner again. It is exceptionally heavy and valuable and without the kindness of those three 
gentlemen it would not be possible to take part in the parade. Thanks also go to Andrew 
Smith, who has organised the transportation of the banner as this is another logistical 
complication. Fingers crossed for a good day! 
 

Spennymoor Schools Conference 
On Monday, we attended the Spennymoor Schools Conference and the children who 
attended did a magnificent job in showcasing the school. Indeed, Phil Hodgson, from Durham 
County Council, made a point of praising the children. Following the conference, we were 
contacted by Investors in Children and we will do some work with them in the next academic 
year.  
 

Spennymoor Gala Parade 
I was told that the Spennymoor Gala went well last weekend. As I was at a family wedding in 
Somerset, I was unable to attend. Mrs Harvey, Mrs Cox and Miss Todd did attend, along with 
a small number of children from across the school. I would like to thank both of those teachers 
for giving up their spare time, especially as they had spent an entire week attending a 
residential with our Year 6 children. I would also like to thank Mrs Cox for giving up her own 
time both on the day and for designing and making the banner with the children. Well done to 
all of those who joined the parade. 
 

Congratulations Mrs Harvey 
I am delighted to announce that Mrs Harvey has been appointed as Whole School Progress 
Leader and will be a member of the Senior Leadership Team. She will work closely alongside 
Miss Bowden and me, as well as existing experienced leaders such as Mrs Payne, Mrs 
Bowman and Mrs Phillips. I am delighted for her as she has done a magnificent job this year 
when the school has been at full stretch. 
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Reports 
Tonight the end of year reports are going home with the children. They have taken weeks to 
write and I am grateful to the staff for their work on these. I hope that you find the reports to be 
very useful.  
 

Next Year’s Organisation 
You will also have received information about your child’s next teacher tonight. In most cases, 
it is a fairly simple process. In the majority of cases the year group cohort within each class 
will stay together. For example the Year 1 children in Miss Drew’s  class (1/2D) will become 
the Year 2 children in her class next year. Her Year 2 children will stay together as a group but 
will move on to one of the Year 3/4 classes. The only slight complication is in Year 5/6, where 
one classroom is appreciably smaller than the others. Full details can be found with your 
child’s report.  
 

2015-16 Line Up 
Reception will once again be in the capable hands of Mrs Bowman and Miss Smith. The Year 
1/2 classes will be taken by Mrs Phillips, who makes a welcome return from maternity, (1/2P), 
Miss Robson (1/2R) and Miss Drew, who will be married and become Mrs H Shepherd over 
the summer, (1/2S). Year 3/4 is also very strong with Mr Crowther (3/4C), Mrs Payne (3/4P) 
and Mrs Woods (3/4W) forming the team. In Year 5/6, Miss Todd (5/6T), Mrs Harvey (5/6H) 
and Miss Bowden (5/6B) will form an outstanding team. After the turbulence of simultaneous 
maternity covers and the loss of Mr Minikin, this line up looks exceptionally strong at this point! 
 

Punctuality 
This week a total of 173 minutes have been missed through lateness. Today 2 classes were 
awarded the perfectly punctual award, which means that every single child in those classes 
has been on time this week.  We are offering an incentive for those children who are on time 
every day. Those who have been on time every day between June 8th and July 16th will be 
entered into a prize draw in each class. The prize will be a £10 voucher of some description 
and I have asked the children to come up with some ideas on the voucher type. In addition, 
those children who have been on time every day throughout the academic year will also be 
entered into a draw for a larger prize. Again, I have asked for some ideas on this from the 
children. Currently there are 147 children who have been on time every single day throughout 
the year. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Durham Miners Gala Saturday 11
th
 July 2015 

School Music Concert – Years 3,4,5 & 6 Wednesday 15
th
 July, 6-7.30pm 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 1.30pm 

School Closes for Summer Holidays Friday 17
th
 July 2015, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens for new term Thursday 3
rd

 September 2015 
 

D. Harrison  
 Headteacher 


