
 

 

 

 

Outstanding Teaching 
Over the last two weeks, I have been busy observing teaching and provision across the 
school. I am delighted to report that the teaching has been of an incredibly high standard, with 
the majority of lessons proving to be outstanding. Our teaching team is exceptionally talented, 
hardworking and dedicated and is the envy of most schools. In addition, a strong feature of 
the successful provision has been the fantastic role played by the superb support staff. The 
number of and quality of teaching assistants in the school and their impact upon the learning 
of the children is a significant strength of the school. It is clear that the children are motivated 
and making good progress. Well done to all concerned and keep up the good work! 

Harvest – St. Paul’s Church 
On Thursday, we have our Harvest Festivals (10am for Reception and Key Stage 1, 2pm for 
Key Stage 2). There will be no tickets given this year but admission is limited to 2 people per 
child due to limited space. Parents of Year 6 or Year 5 speakers who also have Key Stage 1 
siblings could go to the morning performance if they prefer. Key Stage 2 children can leave 
from the church at the end of the performance, but only if collected by an adult.   

Durham University Trainee Teachers 
Over the last three weeks, we have welcomed trainee teachers from Durham University to Ox 
Close. I have worked with Mrs H Shepherd to train the aspiring teachers and we have been 
wonderfully assisted by 11 of the Year 5/6 pupils. Vincent Shepherdson, Jack Godwin, Ellie 
Moffat, Lauren Moffat, Georgia Egginton, Lucy Aston, Melissa Burke, Rhys Dodd, Alex Tingle, 
Luke Woods and Brandon Solan all enjoyed being trained in how to use GPS devices, which I 
am trialling. They have then trained the aspiring teachers in how to use the devices and have 
had a fantastic time along the way. The trainees have been full of praise for the children, who 
proved to be a great credit to Ox Close. I will be organising a gift for the children as a thank 
you for their good work. Given the success of the exercise, I think that it would be worthwhile 
investing in some of the GPS devices so that all children can have an opportunity to use them.  

Assessment Without Levels Information Evening 
The decision to scrap National Curriculum levels was a controversial move by the 
Government but I believe that our system will help to ensure that the link between planning 
and assessment is very close and that it will help the children and teachers to ensure that 
progress is made. On Monday 12th October at 5pm we are holding an information evening for 
parents where we will outline Government guidelines and our new system. I started to look 
into this over 2 years ago and feel that the new system has already allowed us to hit the 
ground running this year. 

Ox Close Friends Halloween Discos 
Ox Close Friends are asking for donations of cakes for the discos and if any parents are able 
to help out on the night of October 21st please inform the office.  Tickets are now on sale from 
the office at £3 to include a goody bag for Reception and KS1 children and a hot dog for KS2 
children. 

Spennymoor Town Hall: The Salvation Army Christmas Toy Appeal 2015 
This Christmas Spennymoor Town Council will be working in partnership with the Salvation 
Army. From Thursday 1st October, the Christmas tree in the reception area of the Town Hall 
has been designated as a drop off point for any unwrapped new toys or gifts for children who 
have been identified as being in need in the  Spennymoor area by Social Services. Thank 
you. 
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Pirate Sponsorship 
Pirate sponsorship money continues to come in. We have set a deadline of Tuesday 13th 
October for the return of forms and money. Prizes will then be arranged and organised. 
Thank you to everyone for taking part again and helping to raise funds to organise and 
subsidise special events and visitors.  

School Photographer 
The school photographer was in school on Tuesday and it was a very successful day. I hope 
that the photographs are to your liking when you receive them today. The demand for 
photographs with pre-school siblings was incredibly high and is also a reflection that the 
school has grown over recent years. I noted that there was a long queue which was not ideal 
for either those queuing or the children in accessing school from 8.45am. As I looked out of 
the window, I suggested to Miss Bowden that we start of the pre-school photographs at 8am 
next year. I have already spoken to Phototronics, who are happy to help with this request. 
Sorry for any inconvenience. Please return all orders with payment by Thursday 22nd October. 

Parental Support 
In the absence of Mrs L Shepherd, I have put some arrangements in place to support parents 
if they are in need. We have access to two Parent Support Advisors (PSA) who work with 
other schools in our local cluster. Both are very experienced and offer excellent support. 
Susan Colclough can be contacted on 07502093572, while Lisa Rowley is on 07825341214. I 
have met with both of the PSAs and would encourage people to get in touch with them if they 
are in need of support. We have also discussed the possibility of setting up parenting 
programmes after half term. For example, one school looked at behaviour strategies at home, 
while another focussed on bedtime routine with younger children. Further information will 
follow on the parenting programmes if there is sufficient interest.  

Punctuality 
This week 162 minutes have been lost through lateness and 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available soon on the school website) 
 

Assessment Without Levels information meeting Monday 12
th
 October, 5pm 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Harvest Festival Thursday 15
th
 October, 10am 

Key Stage 2 Harvest Festival  Thursday 15
th
 October, 2pm 

Halloween Disco Wednesday 21
st
 October,3.30-4.30 (Rec and KS1), 

5-6.30pm KS2 

School closes for half term Friday 23
rd

 October, 3.15pm 

School reopens Monday 2
nd

 November 

Y6 Parents SATs meeting Tuesday 3
rd

 November, 5.30pm  

Parent/Teacher Consultations Monday 16
th
 November, 3.30-6.30pm 

Parent/Teacher Consultations Tuesday 17
th 

November  3.30-6.30pm 

Art Gallery at the Town Hall Sat 28
th
 November- Sat 19

th
 December 

Reception Christmas Productions Wednesday 9
th
 December, 10am, 5pm 

Pantomime: Barking up the wrong tree! Monday 14
th
 December  pm 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Productions Tuesday 15
th
 December , 10am and 5.30pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Productions Wednesday 16
th
 December, 10am and 5.30pm 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas Party Thursday 17
th
 December, pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Party Friday 18
th
 December, pm 

School Breaks for Christmas Holidays Friday 18
th
 December, 3.15pm 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 

 

D. Harrison    
Headteacher 


