
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Mrs Phillips 
Congratulations go to Mrs Phillips, who has been appointed as Whole School Pupil Progress 
for when Mrs Harvey goes on maternity in the spring. Mrs Phillips is a truly outstanding 
teacher and leader and I am sure that she will be very successful in the post. She will continue 
to teach 1/2P. We are lucky to have such a strong team of developing leaders at Ox Close 
and it has been tremendous to see them develop so well over the past 4 years. Mrs Harvey 
works very closely with Miss Bowden and me and has contributed massively to the flying start 
that we have made this year. I am sure that Mrs Phillips will continue the good work when she 
assumes responsibility.  

Possible Extension 
As some of you may be aware, Durham County Council issued some letters to neighbouring 
residents on Tuesday. The letter explained that the County wishes to add 2 additional 
classrooms to Ox Close. Today we followed up the council letter by issuing our own letter. 
Also included in the plans, are extra car parking spaces for staff, a Multi Use Games Area 
(MUGA), a resurfaced yard, a medical room, office and the addition of a studio next to the 
existing hall. This would allow us to enhance the provision massively and to reinstate a Library 
and a Music room - both of which have had to be sacrificed due to increased numbers. If the 
extension was to be approved at the planning stage, there would be no immediate extra 
increase in numbers as the Pupil Admission Number will remain the same in 2016 and will go 
up by 7 in 2017. This projected rise in numbers would be incremental - there would be no 
immediate dramatic increase. Several ideas are also being looked at to ease the congestion 
on Ox Close Crescent. Overall, there is no question that the extension would enhance 
provision for the pupils significantly. It is, however, subject to planning. 

Magnificent Musicians 
Last Saturday night our brass players performed at a special fund raising concert at the Town 
Hall. They were magnificent and each person was presented with a medal and a selection 
box. Hugh, who organised the event, also gave us lyres for every instrument to help the 
children read the music while they play. I received an email from the Mayor which 
congratulated the children and she is keen for the children to play at a Christmas Carol 
concert. Well done to all of them! 

Brilliant Behaviour 
Although the children are now very tired and ready for a break, their behaviour has been 
outstanding this half term. Today 257 children received their behaviour certificate, which is 
incredible. The children have been exceptionally settled throughout the half term and overall 
behaviour continues to be fantastic. When they have had a good rest, I am sure that the 
children will return to school and behave very positively during what will be a vital half term. 

Investors in People 
I am very proud of the fact that we currently hold Investors in People Gold status. This award 
illustrates that we have a total commitment to staff welfare and development. On Tuesday and 
Wednesday, we had our latest assessment and it was a very rigorous process. The assessor 
selected a number of staff to speak to and she had extremely positive things to say about the 
school. We will receive the final report within a few weeks and I will let you know the outcome.  

Reception 
Mrs Bowman organised a coffee morning for Reception parents this week where the adults 
could see their child’s Learning Journals. It was a huge success! 
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Good Luck Lucy 
Our very best wishes go to Lucy Aston as she makes her international tumbling debut next 
week in Portugal. I showed the children some footage of Lucy performing yesterday in 
assembly and they were astonished. Go for it Lucy! 

Pirates Ahoy! 
Yesterday in assembly, we held the Prize Draw for those who had returned their pirate 
sponsorship. I am delighted to announce that the winners of the £20 Smyths vouchers were 
Katie Bland and Jayden Brown, while Zach Taylor and Lydia Futers won the £10 vouchers. 
Congratulations go to those children and I would like to thank everyone who contributed. 
Today, Raucous Roy the Red team went to the Spennymoor Leisure Centre as a reward for 
being the winning pirate team. 

Outdoor Learning 
Mrs Payne’s class have had a wonderful time in the Community Garden this half term, 
working with our Outdoor Education Consultant, Sam Jackson. Sam has thoroughly enjoyed 
the sessions and is full of praise for both the children and our incredible outdoor facilities. As 
Sam says, there are not many schools that have a pond and outdoor classroom. I have also 
been working to try to progress the efforts to get heating and a toilet for the outdoor 
classroom, as well as arranging a long overdue lick of paint for the classroom.  

Ox Close Friends Halloween Discos 
The Halloween Discos were a massive success and huge thanks must go to the wonderful Ox 
Close Friends, who did a brilliant job to run and organise them. It was excellent to see and 
hear the staff working with the Friends and this year was so much more successful. The 
costumes were amazing and our younger children made a brilliant impression at the beginning 
of the night. Later on, Key Stage 2 came back for their event and Gary Turnbull was 
outstanding as DJ. A good time was had by all and the karaoke made a very interesting 
backdrop as I shortlisted for Lunchtime Supervisor! 

Reading Book Amnesty 
Could we kindly ask all parents to check their homes and return any finished reading books to 
school as we have a substantial amount missing. Thank you. 

Parental Support 
In the absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 07502093572 or Lisa 
Rowley is on 07825341214. 

Punctuality 
This week 134 minutes have been lost through lateness and one class was perfectly punctual. 

Uniform Order Forms 
Order forms are going out tonight, to be returned by 6th November with payment. Thank you. 

Happy Half Term 
The school closes tonight for half term, reopening on Monday 2nd November. Happy Holidays! 

Dates for the Diary (also available soon on the school website) 
 

School closes for half term Friday 23
rd

 October, 3.15pm 

School reopens Monday 2
nd

 November 

Y6 Parents SATs meeting Tuesday 3
rd

 November, 5.30pm  

Nursery Parents visit Thursday 12
th
 November, 9.15am & 1.30pm 

Parent/Teacher Consultations Monday 16
th
 November, 3.30-6.30pm 

Parent/Teacher Consultations Tuesday 17
th 

November  3.30-6.30pm 

Art Gallery at the Town Hall Sat 28
th
 November- Sat 19

th
 December 

Reception Christmas Productions Wednesday 9
th
 December, 10am, 5pm 

Pantomime: Barking up the wrong tree! Monday 14
th
 December  pm 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Productions Tuesday 15
th
 December , 10am and 5.30pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Productions Wednesday 16
th
 December, 10am and 5.30pm 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas Party Thursday 17
th
 December, pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Party Friday 18
th
 December, pm 

School Breaks for Christmas Holidays Friday 18
th
 December, 3.15pm 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 

D. Harrison    
Headteacher 


