
 

 

 

 

 

 

Investors in People Gold Award 
This week I was delighted to discover that Ox Close Primary School has retained Investors in 
People Gold status, something which is very rare for Primary Schools. We will put the full 
report on the website so that parents can read it if they are interested. Schools have a duty to 
develop all pupils and also all staff. Naturally, effective staff development will impact positively 
upon the pupils. The report states that, ‘The school has held Investors in People Gold status 
since 2009. This is to be commended’ and ‘As a result of all the evidence gathered during the 
assessment visit, the Investors in People specialist can confirm that Ox Close Primary School 
continues to meet the requirements of the Investors in People standards as well as sufficient 
requirements from the Framework to retain a Gold award’.  Many congratulations to everyone 
for a fantastic achievement. 
 

Spennymoor Young People’s Awards 
Monday evening was a very proud one for all associated with the school as the Spennymoor 
Young People’s Awards took place at the Town Hall. There were 10 winners of these 
prestigious awards and, incredibly, 4 of the winners were nominated by Ox Close. Huge 
congratulations go to Grace Duffy, who won an award which acknowledged her all round 
excellence and achievement, and Lucy Aston, who won an award linked to her incredible 
sporting achievements. Although they are now Year 7 pupils at Whitworth Park, I also 
nominated Sara Jansen, who won an award for her magnificent music, and Mae Bostock, who 
was also successful in the sports category as a result of her brilliant judo accomplishments. 
Furthermore, another of the winners was a former Ox Close pupil, Joshua Long. All in all, it 
was a lovely evening and it was so refreshing to be able to sit back and reflect upon the 
achievements of all of those amazing young people. Ox Close was the only Primary School to 
have winners on the night.  Well done to all concerned!  
 

Town Hall Art Gallery 
Another fabulous community event opens to the public tomorrow when our latest Art Gallery 
goes on display at the Town Hall. Mrs Woods and her army of volunteers have done an 
excellent job to get the work all prepared and on show in the stairwell area of the Gallery. I 
must say that the seasonal art work, which has been produced by Reception and Key Stage 1 
children, looked terrific when it was in school and I can’t wait to go and see it in person when 
the Gallery opens. It is always a wonderful opportunity for the children and a proud moment 
for them when they get to show their families. Please do take the opportunity to go and have a 
look at the work on seasonal art over the next 3 weeks. We hope to book in a Gallery for Key 
Stage 2 pupils later in the academic year. We will also put some photographs on the school 
website.  
 

Anti Bullying 
Yesterday, we reviewed all of the work that the children did during anti bullying week, which 
took place last week. The children showed an excellent understanding of what bullying is and 
what they should do if they encounter it. It was great to hear about posters, games, 
powerpoints, partnerships with younger children, songs, raps and the Anti Bullying Action 
Group. Today, the children should have received their anti bullying wristbands. Our anti 
bullying work will continue to be an important focus for us. 
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Attendance 
Yesterday, Miss Bowden and I met with the Education Welfare Officer, Jen Quigley. We 
looked at the attendance of all pupils and the EWO will follow up any issues that have arisen. 
From September this year, the Government consider anyone who has attendance of under 
90% as being a persistent absentee. I am aware that this is a time of year when there are lots 
of viruses going around and appreciate the efforts that parents make to get the children to 
school whenever possible.  
 

Pupil Progress 
The uplift in the new National Curriculum and the removal of levels has caused a stir across 
the country. Expectations were raised overnight and it has meant that all schools have had to 
respond. Mrs Harvey has done an excellent job with Assessment without Levels and this week 
we have seen evidence of some fantastic progress across the school. One group have made 
a year’s worth of progress in the space of 11 weeks, which is remarkable. This shows how 
hard the children are working, how our system is working and also evidences the skill of the 
teachers and support staff. We will continue to work hard and keep expectations high 
throughout the year. 
 

Netball 
Last night our Netball teams both played exceptionally well at the finals of the SSP 
tournament. Our A team won their league after a dramatic last minute goal from Elena Amos. 
This meant that they qualified for the play off final, where they just missed out on the gold 
medal. A silver medal is still a fantastic achievement. The B team finished in 7th place. Well 
done to both teams and to Miss Todd! 
 

Parental Support 
In the absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 07502093572 or Lisa 
Rowley is on 07825341214. 
 

Punctuality 
This week 194 minutes have been lost through lateness and 1 class was perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available soon on the school website) 
 

Reception and KS1 Art Gallery at the Town Hall Sat 28
th
 November- Sat 19

th
 December 

Reception Christmas Productions Wednesday 9
th
 December, 10am, 5pm 

Christmas Lunch Thursday 10
th
 December 

Pantomime: Barking up the wrong tree! Monday 14
th
 December  pm 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Productions Tuesday 15
th
 December , 10am and 5.30pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Productions Wednesday 16
th
 December, 10am and 5.30pm 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas Party Thursday 17
th
 December, pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Party Friday 18
th
 December, pm 

School Breaks for Christmas Holidays Friday 18
th
 December, 3.15pm 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 
 

D. Harrison    
Headteacher 
 
 
 


