
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Productions 
The children have worked exceptionally hard this term and we are delighted with the 
academic progress that they have made. We are now entering the season of festive activities, 
although the children will continue to work hard in class. I know that ticket information has 
gone out to parents and we are sure to have a high demand once again. The rehearsals have 
been in full swing over the past week and it will be a real pleasure when Reception perform 
their Christmas Nativity on Wednesday. Once again, we have a 5pm performance to try to 
allow working parents the opportunity to see the performances. Although it is a very busy time 
of year in school, it is also a lovely, memorable time. On the 15th December Key Stage 1 
perform at 10am and 5.30pm while Key Stage 2 perform at 10 am and 5.30pm on 16th 
December. I look forward to seeing you in school over the festive period.  
 

Photo Consent: Christmas Productions 
In the past, we have produced a DVD of the performances but, due to the high numbers of 
parents and carers who are unable to give photo permission, I am sorry that we will be unable 
to do the same this year. For the same reason, we will be unable to permit filming or 
photographs during the performances. We will be able to take stills during the dress 
rehearsals and will put these on the website. In addition, we will arrange the children on the 
stage at the end of the performances and allow you to take photographs of your child at this 
point. Thank you for your co-operation with this.  
 

Maternity Teaching Appointments 
I am pleased to be able to announce that we have made some teaching appointments to 
cover the maternity for Mrs Harvey and Mrs Payne. We had a number of applications for the 
positions and our process was exhaustive, including lesson observations in Maths and 
English, planning and marking tasks and formal interviews. Mrs Thompson has been 
appointed to cover Mrs Harvey’s class and I would like to congratulate her as she resumes 
her teaching career. She has the advantage of knowing the children and being familiar with 
school routines and systems and so can hit the ground running. As we move towards the Key 
Stage 2 tests, we will be increasing the number of sets across Y5/6 to 4. This will allow us to 
give maximum preparation to the Year 6 children and to allow the Year 5s to continue working 
on their curriculum. Congratulations go to Mrs Cox, who will take one of those sets and also 
resumes her teaching career. The children love working with her and she will continue to do 
some Teaching Assistant work for us in afternoons. Last but by no means least, I am also 
delighted to announce that Mrs Bell, a very experienced teacher who is also well known by the 
children, will teach class 3/4P in the absence of Mrs Payne. I would like to thank Miss 
Bowden, Mrs Harvey, Mrs Payne and Miss Walker (our Governing Body representative) for 
their assistance in making these very important appointments.  
 

Outdoor Fun 
This term, the Year 3 and 4 children have really enjoyed working in the Community Garden 
with Sam Jackson. Mrs Payne’s class went first and then it was the turn of the children in Mrs 
Woods’s class. Yesterday, the children in 3/4C braved the inclement weather and had a 
fantastic time. Over the course of the year, every class will get the chance to work with Sam. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Ox Close Primary School 
Newsletter 
 

December 4th  2015    Volume 13 

  
 



 

 

Adam Bushnell 
I have arranged for the acclaimed writer and storyteller Adam Bushnell to come to work with 
children on writing workshops at Ox Close for 3 days in January 2017. I also plan to involve 
Sam Jackson that week, as well as a Stone Age cooking expert and another storyteller. This 
will mean that all of the children will work with those outside experts over the course of the 
week and this will assist them with their writing greatly, as well as being brilliant fun! Adam is 
so popular that dates have to be booked well ahead and I am delighted that he will be 
returning to work with us again.  
 

Town Hall Art Gallery 
Our Art Gallery will be open for the next 2 weeks at the Town Hall. Please pop down and have 
a look at it if you have time. Well done to all concerned! 
 

Year 3/4 Visits 
As part of their curriculum, the Year 3/4 children are visiting Durham over the coming days. 
3/4W started the ball rolling today and I know that they will have had a terrific time. They will 
have the opportunity to work at the fabulous Crushed Chilli as part of the visit. 
 

Christmas Lunch – Thursday 10th December 
Just a reminder - all pupils who bring packed lunches but have ordered a Christmas lunch will 
not need to bring their packed lunches on Thursday!  
 

Christmas Post Box 
Children may bring their Christmas cards to post at school from 7th December. As usual, each 
class will have their own class post box. Please ensure all cards are addressed clearly, with 
names and classes. Thank you. 
 

Can You Help? 
The Reception classes would be grateful for any of the following to use in art and design 
technology lessons: newspapers, boxes of any size, plastic bottles, plastic lids, yoghurt pots, 
sweet wrappers and buttons. Thank you. 
 

Parental Support 
In the absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 07502093572 or Lisa 
Rowley is on 07825341214. 
 

Punctuality 
This week 101 minutes have been lost through lateness and 3 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available soon on the school website) 
 

Reception and KS1 Art Gallery at the Town Hall Sat 28
th
 November- Sat 19

th
 December 

Class 3/4P Crushed Chilli visit Tuesday 8
th
 December 

Class 3/4C Crushed Chilli visit Wednesday 9
th
 December 

Reception Christmas Productions Wednesday 9
th
 December, 10am, 5pm 

Christmas Lunch Thursday 10
th
 December 

Pantomime: Barking up the wrong tree! Monday 14
th
 December  pm 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Productions Tuesday 15
th
 December , 10am and 5.30pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Productions Wednesday 16
th
 December, 10am and 5.30pm 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas Party Thursday 17
th
 December, pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Party Friday 18
th
 December, pm 

School Breaks for Christmas Holidays Friday 18
th
 December, 3.15pm 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 
 

D. Harrison    
Headteacher 
 
 
 


