
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
School Extension 
We received some extremely positive news yesterday afternoon when we heard that the 
county’s planning application to extend and enhance our school had been passed. The 
extension will see 2 additional classrooms being built, which will give us some much needed 
living space. In addition, we will have a Multi Use Games Area, enabling us to further 
encourage sport throughout the year and an extension to the school hall. The fact that the 
yard will be resurfaced is also excellent news; this has been needed for some time. Extra car 
parking is being provided for staff and I am continuing to work with the local councillors to try 
to find ways of reducing congestion along Ox Close Crescent. Naturally, the School Travel 
Plan will also be updated. The school’s Pupil Admission Number (PAN) will remain at 38 until 
September 2017. One councillor described the decision as a ‘no brainer’ and, given the clear 
benefits to the pupils, it is difficult to disagree with that logic. It is my job to try and ensure that 
we offer the very best provision to the pupils of Ox Close and I am delighted that the county 
have agreed to all of the educational enhancements that I have asked for. Work is likely to 
begin in the spring.  

Reception Nativity 
Our wonderful Reception children gave two exceptional performances of their Nativity play on 
Wednesday. Their morning show was magnificent and passed without any hitches. The 
audience were amazed at the confidence, expression, speaking, dancing and singing. Our 
evening show encountered some considerable technical difficulties but the children coped 
magnificently. Under the circumstances, their performance was exceptional. Full credit goes to 
the children and also to the Reception team who have done a fabulous job with a very 
talented group this term. Well done to all concerned!  

Christmas Productions 
On the 15th December Key Stage 1 perform at 10am and 5.30pm while Key Stage 2 perform 
at 10 am and 5.30pm on 16th December. I look forward to seeing you in school over the festive 
period. The children have worked incredibly hard and are really looking forward to performing 
in front of you next week. I hope that you enjoy the performances. The Ox Close Friends will 
be selling Magic Santa Keys, Reindeer Dust and Snowman Soup at £1 and memory candles 
at £1.50. Please note that we will open the doors half an hour before the performances. I don’t 
like parents to be standing outside in the cold but we always need to ensure that we have all 
of the seating, staging and equipment set up before allowing people into the hall.  

Photo Consent: Christmas Productions 
In the past, we have produced a DVD of the performances but, due to the high numbers of 
parents and carers who are unable to give photo permission, I am sorry that we will be unable 
to do the same this year. For the same reason, we will be unable to permit filming or 
photographs during the performances. We will be able to take stills during the dress 
rehearsals and will put these on the website. In addition, we will arrange the children on the 
stage at the end of the performances and allow you to take photographs of your child at this 
point. Thank you for your co-operation with this.  
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Mayor’s Christmas Carol Concert 
On Sunday, our magnificent brass players are performing at the Mayor’s Christmas Carol 
Concert. They have been rehearsing really well under the guidance of Miss Leggett and Mrs 
Clarke and it sounded great at their last practice. Unfortunately, I won’t be able to attend the 
concert as I will be in London but Mrs Harvey will be there as ever. Good luck to everyone - I 
hope that it goes well and that you enjoy what will be a special occasion.  

Office Angels! 
This is a very busy time of year and I would like to thank Mrs Smart and Miss Readman for 
their excellent efforts. Miss Readman has done amazingly since coming in to replace Miss 
Fenwick and has been invaluable during Mrs L Shepherd’s absence! 

Town Hall Art Gallery 
Our Art Gallery will be open for the next week at the Town Hall. Please pop down and have a 
look at it if you have time. Well done to all concerned! We are also looking to arrange a future 
gallery for the children who are in Key Stage 2. I will speak to the council on this after 
Christmas.   

Crushed Chilli Workshops 
As part of their curriculum, the Year 3/4 children visited Crushed Chilli in Durham. They all 
produced a piece of glass art work and these were delivered to the school last night - I am 
very impressed by their efforts!  All concerned had a fabulous time and we are keen to work 
with Crushed Chilli again in the future, possibly to create some sort of feature within the 
school extension which could be designed by the children.  

Christmas Lunch 
Angela, our wonderful cook, produced a fantastic Christmas lunch yesterday. It was all hands 
on deck as we ensured that everyone was served on time and there was a lovely atmosphere 
in the hall. Representatives of Taylor Shaw chose Ox Close as the school where they would 
sample Christmas lunch and they were thoroughly impressed.  

Parental Support 
In the absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 07502093572 or Lisa 
Rowley is on 07825341214. We are planning on having a ‘Fantastic Families’ course for 
parents after Christmas on Thursday afternoons. Susan and Lisa will come along to school 
and work with parents in a fun, relaxed manner. We are sending a flier home with further 
details. Please complete it and return if you are interested! 

Pirate Reward Trip 
Bloodthirsty Bill the Blue team had a terrific time at the Leisure Centre on Wednesday when 
they enjoyed their reward for being our latest winning pirate team. The staff who attended 
praised all of the children, with a special mention for the Year 6 children who looked after the 
younger ones.  

Punctuality 
This week 222 minutes have been lost through lateness and 1 class was perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available soon on the school website) 
 

Pantomime: Barking up the wrong tree! Monday 14
th
 December  pm 

Key Stage 1 Christmas Productions Tuesday 15
th
 December , 10am and 5.30pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Productions Wednesday 16
th
 December, 10am and 5.30pm 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Christmas Party Thursday 17
th
 December, pm 

Key Stage 2 Christmas Party Friday 18
th
 December, am 

School Breaks for Christmas Holidays Friday 18
th
 December, 3.15pm 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 
 

D. Harrison    
Headteacher 
 
 
 


