
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Productions 
This week we had 4 exceptionally successful Christmas productions. Key Stage 1 were 
outstanding on Tuesday, giving wonderful performances on both the morning and the evening 
show. On Wednesday, it was the turn of Key Stage 2 and they were simply magnificent, 
prompting one audience member to kindly remark that he had, ‘Seen worse shows at the 
Sunderland Empire!’ Those performances were the product of so much hard work on the part 
of the children and the staff and I know that the vast majority of parents appreciate that. As I 
said on Wednesday, at a time of trouble in the world and much negativity and whining, it was 
a pleasure to be so entertained by our fabulous children.  Well done to all concerned! 

Confident, Engaged, Happy Children 
The performances also illustrated a broader point about the children and the provision at Ox 
Close. From the moment that they enter school, we encourage the children to work hard, work 
together, express themselves and to develop their confidence. All of that was evident when 
the children took to the stage across all of our performances from the first Reception show to 
the final Key Stage 2 show. It doesn’t happen by accident and it is all about the philosophy of 
the school and the hard work of the children and the staff. It is also about opportunity for both 
the children and parents. In one school, while our Key Stage 2 children were performing their 
show, their children were sitting practice SATs tests and that school does no productions in 
Key Stage 2. On another note, we have several children in school with Special Needs and the 
caring way in which the other children nurture them has been noted this week.  

Photo Consent 
We have a significant number of children who are Looked After in our school and this is down 
to the popularity of the school. When children are moved into the area, it is natural that carers 
want the best for the children and Ox Close is a very popular school. Many of those children 
have been moved away from birth parents and it is important that they are not traced. At no 
cost can their safety be sacrificed and this is especially why photographs of them must not 
appear on the internet. This has a direct bearing on our photograph policy and most people 
will understand that this makes it very difficult for the school to manage. To try to be 
accommodating, we tried to allow parents the chance to take photographs at the end of the 
shows but, admittedly, this did not work as intended. Next year, photographs will be taken 
beforehand and will be available at the show. I hope that you like the photos that the staff took 
and sent home.  

Mayor’s Christmas Carol Concert 
Last Sunday, our children performed magnificently at the Mayor’s Christmas Carol Concert. 
The children were very patient as they did not perform until the final stages of the show. Once 
again, they did us all proud. I would like to thank Mrs Harvey for attending, despite the fact 
that she is heavily pregnant. We were one of only two of the local Primary Schools to take up 
the offer of performing. This is as it is another time commitment, at what is a very busy time of 
year for children and families. It is another example of how the school goes the extra mile. 
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Mr Cox 
I am delighted to announce that Mr Cox will return to the school early in 2016. Mr Cox will 
work as a Teaching Assistant up until the summer, when he will then go to University to finish 
the final year of his teacher training in Birmingham. Given that some well respected and loved 
staff are going off on maternity, Mr Cox’s return is fantastic news for us all.  

Town Hall Art Gallery 
Our Reception and Key Stage 1 Art Gallery has now finished. I would like to thank the children 
and Mrs Woods, who organised it.  

Maddison Illingworth 

We are very proud of all of our children but I must single Maddison Illingworth out for special 
praise this week. Maddison made Snowman Sock decorations with her mam, which were then 
sold at the Christmas Productions, and cut her hair. This was all in aid of the Solan Connor-
Fawcett Cancer Trust and Maddison raised an incredible £115. Well done Maddison! 

Ox Close Friends 
Ox Close Friends have had an incredibly successful year and have done so much for the 
school. Every penny raised is used to benefit the children. Viki Clarke, Lesley Thompson and 
Amanda Gallone did an amazing job selling various festive items at our Christmas 
performances. Today, the children also received a selection box from the Friends. I would like 
to thank them for their wonderful efforts both at Christmas and throughout the year.  

Non-Uniform and Christmas Jumper Day 
Today the children and staff have worn Christmas jumpers in aid of the Text Santa appeal. 
There were some very extravagant efforts and this was a lovely way to end the calendar year.  

Parental Support 
In the absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 07502093572 or Lisa 
Rowley is on 07825341214. We are planning on having a ‘Fantastic Families’ course for 
parents after Christmas on Thursday afternoons. Susan and Lisa will come along to school 
and work with parents in a fun, relaxed manner. We will be sending a flier home shortly with 
further details. Please complete it and return if you are interested! 

Pantomime 
It seems like a lifetime ago but on Monday we welcomed Barking Up the Right Tree (not the 
wrong tree as stated previously) to perform Sinbad. The children absolutely loved it and had a 
fantastic time. We used £395 of the Pirate Money to pay for this, adding to the £600 spent on 
the Pirate Reward trips. In addition, we have booked an internet safety pantomime in 
February.  

Punctuality 
This week 201 minutes have been lost through lateness and 1 class was perfectly punctual. 
 

 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
And finally, I would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a  
Happy New Year! Have a great festive season and see you in 2016! 
 

 
Dates for the Diary (also available soon on the school website) 
 

School Breaks for Christmas Holidays Friday 18
th
 December, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens to children for Spring Term Tuesday 5
th
 January 2016 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 
 

D. Harrison    
Headteacher 


