
 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year 
Welcome back to school as we embark upon 2016. I hope that you all had a good Christmas, 
despite the very wet weather. Best wishes to you all for 2016. Let’s hope that this proves to be 
a very successful year for Ox Close.  

Congratulations Mrs Woods 
Congratulations go to Mrs Woods, who has this week been appointed to take over as Key 
Stage 2 leader when Mrs Payne goes on maternity at the end of this half term. Mrs Woods is 
very popular with children, parents and staff and learned a great deal from her spell as Acting 
Assistant Head last year. Along with Mrs Bowman, she will work alongside me, Miss Bowden 
(our excellent Deputy Headteacher) and Mrs Phillips, who will be Whole School Pupil 
Progress Leader when Mrs Harvey goes on maternity. It will be a very strong and experienced 
leadership team at a very important time for the school.  

Flood Defences 
After the infamous ‘Thunder Thursday’ I worked with the County Council to improve our flood 
defences. At that point, the school had been closed due to flooding 5 times in 13 years. When 
I inspected the site on Tuesday, it was clear that the defences had taken a battering due to 
the sheer volume of water that runs down from the park, across the fields and over the yard. 
Thankfully, the flood defences worked well and protected the Key Stage 1 side of the building. 
Without those defences, there is no doubt that the school would have flooded. Fingers 
crossed that this continues to be the case! 

Sport 
Sport is a big focus for us at Ox Close and I have been reviewing our provision with Miss 
Todd, who leads in PE, this week. Lots of our children also take advantage of the outstanding 
sporting facilities that Spennymoor possesses. I am delighted that Caleb Gibson of 3/4C has 
won a trophy for being most improved performer in Muay Thai this week. Well done Caleb! 
We have a display board in school which is entitled ‘Outside Ox Close’ and we will be 
updating it with the exploits of our children outside of school across the year.  

Open Morning 
Last term, we held open mornings where parents could work alongside their children in class 
in Maths and English. We will be holding another 2 open mornings this term and further details 
will follow soon.  

Extension 
Some preparatory work on the school extension has been carried out this week, as the council 
have been looking at the foundations. Most work will not start until the Easter holidays. When 
the work is completed, it will make a huge difference to the school. This week, we have once 
again had groups of children working in the staff room whilst doing interventions. The extra 
space that we will have will mean that we can avoid such measures at least for a good few 
years! 

Mrs Thompson 
This week, Mrs Thompson has resumed her teaching career and it has allowed us to have 4 
sets across Year 5 and 6, rather than 3 (which in itself was excellent provision). She is a very 
capable teacher and I know that she has enjoyed her first week. Good luck to her as she 
takes on the challenge over the next 2 terms. Mrs Cox will also be teaching from when Mrs 
Harvey goes on maternity.  
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London Calling 
Over the past few days, Miss Smith has been putting the finishing touches to our forthcoming 
School Council trip to London. The trip is on Friday 29th January and we are due to be 
accompanied by the Town Mayor. It should be a fantastic experience for the children and we 
are visiting the Houses of Parliament and meeting with children from a London school as part 
of the day! 

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Lisa Rowley is on 07825341214. We are planning on having a ‘Fantastic 
Families’ course for parents on Thursday afternoons. Susan and Lisa will come along to 
school and work with parents in a fun, relaxed manner. The flier went home last night and we 
are planning to start next Thursday.  

Readers 
Reading is a vital life skill and we are looking for volunteers to read 1:1 with some of our 
younger children. Anyone who works with children needs a DBS check but the school can 
arrange this. If you are interested, please let the school office know. Thank you!  

Punctuality 
This week 278 minutes have been lost through lateness and 5 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 

Online Payments 
We are continually trying to improve our service and one way in which I believe we could 
potentially improve would be to offer online payments. I am interested to see what parents 
think. Please complete the reply slip below if you have a view and return it to school next 
week. Thank you. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Class 3/4W Assembly Wednesday 13
th
 January 2016, 10.10am 

Class 3/4P Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 January 2016, 10.10am 

Key Stage 1 SATs meeting for parents Thursday 21
st
 January 2016, 5pm 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 27
th
 January 2016, 10.10am 

School Council visit  to London Friday 29
th
 January 2016 (all day) 

Class 1/2P Assembly Wednesday 3
rd

 February 2016, 10.10am 

E Safety Week Week Beginning Monday 8
th
 February 2016 

E Safety Play for KS2 children: www.whodunnit? Monday 8
th
 February 2016, 1.30pm 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 10
th
 February 2016, 10.10am 

Water Polo Tournament (Y5/6) Thursday 11
th
 February 2016, 12-3.30pm 

Pirate Reward Trip Friday 12
th
 February 2016, 1-3.30pm 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 12
th
 February  2016, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after Half Term Monday 22
nd

 February 2016 

Merlin and the Sword in the Stone Pantomime Thursday 3
rd

 March 2016 

Parent Teacher Consultations Monday 7
th
 and Tuesday 8

th
 March 2016, 3.30-6.30pm 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 16
th
 March 2016, 10.10am 

Class 5/6T Assembly Wednesday 23
rd

 March 2016, 10.10am 

Pirate Reward Trip Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 1-3.30pm 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after Easter Tuesday  12
th
 April 2016 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Online Payments 

Child’s Name …………………………………………………..          Class  …………. 
I would/ would not be interested in being able to make online payments for school 
dinners, visits etc…       (Please delete as appropriate) 

 
Signed …………………………………………….. (parent/guardian) 


