
 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Assemblies 
Class 5/6Th performed their class assembly on Wednesday and it was great for the children to 
step into the spotlight, alongside Mrs Thompson, who is now their class teacher. The children 
have worked with Transform Fitness on a Friday afternoon and the theme of their assembly 
was healthy eating and fitness. Although I could not be present due to our EDP visit, I know 
that the children enjoyed the assembly. Well done to all concerned.  
Class 1/2P are next in the limelight on Thursday 4th February at 10.10am. Good luck to 
them! 

EDP Visit 
On Wednesday we had our visit by an Education Development Partner (EDP) from Durham 
Local Authority. This meant that Miss Bowden and I could not be present during the 5/6Th 
class assembly. I am pleased to say that the visit, which looked at all aspects of school 
performance, was very positive. The EDP was impressed with the school. I don’t think that she 
had ever discovered a school that had experienced so many maternity periods in such a short 
time and to maintain a high level of performance during this is excellent. Thank you to all of 
the staff who were involved in the preparation for the visit.  

Open Mornings 
Next week parents have the opportunity to come into school for our open mornings. These are 
always popular and give parents an insight into current teaching methods, as well as a lovely 
opportunity to work alongside their children. I fully appreciate that it is not always easy for 
working parents to make these events but I am sure that the response from parents will be 
huge as always. Outsiders have commented that they do not know of any other school which 
offers so many opportunities for parents to spend constructive time in school and this is good 
to hear. I hope that you all find the open mornings beneficial. For further details, please refer 
to the letters that were sent home on this topic.  

E Safety 
Our E Safety week takes place the week beginning Monday 8th February and Mr Crowther has 
planned lots of activities. The children will produce posters so that they can tell you all about 
what they have been learning.  

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Lisa Rowley is on 07825341214. Our Fantastic Families programme 
continued this week and I know that the parents are finding it useful. Susan and Lisa are very 
experienced and they can offer terrific, constructive, practical advice. Being a parent is not 
always easy and I know that Susan and Lisa have helped many parents across the town since 
coming into post.  

Family Learning 
We had a very pleasing response to our first Sunderland AFC Foundation Family Learning 
programme of the year. I am delighted that so many children and adults could take part 
yesterday afternoon. As mentioned previously, we will offer the programme to all classes 
across the year.  
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CD 
On Tuesday, the whole school was involved in the recording of a CD, which is available to 
pre-order now.  Music is an outstanding strength of the school and the CD will showcase the 
various talents that are evident across the school and the sheer range of opportunities that are 
afforded to the children. With their being so much pressure and emphasis on SATs, very few 
Primary Schools offer extensive music provision. Mrs Harvey does an amazing job in pulling it 
all together and full credit goes to her. I am sure that the CD will be something to be very 
proud of when it is produced.  

Music Network Meeting 
Continuing on a musical theme, the Durham Music Service have also been impressed with our 
provision. As a result, some of our emerging brass players will perform in front of music 
teachers and advisors from across the county at the Durham Leadership Centre on Tuesday 
afternoon. This is a tremendous honour!  

Outdoor Learning 
Outdoor Learning is another strength of the school and this term Sam Jackson started working 
with his latest group, RB (Mrs Bowman). The Northern Echo have heard all about this unique 
provision and yesterday Catherine Priestley, Chief Reporter, came out to see for herself. Look 
out for the article in today’s newspaper! 

School Council to London 
As I type this letter, we are finalising our preparations for our School Council visit to London 
and the Houses of Parliament tomorrow. We will be getting on the train before a lot of children 
have woken up and so it will be a long day. However, I am sure that it will also be extremely 
memorable and it is something that I have wanted to do for some time. Miss Smith has done a 
lot of work to organise everything and I would like to thank her. I will let you know how it goes 
and we will also ensure that some details go on the school website.  

Dinner Order Forms 
New dinner order forms are going out today. The intention is that the new menus will start 
after the half-term break. If you wish your child to have a school dinner, please return the 
completed forms on Monday 1st February. Thank you. 

Punctuality 
This week 222 minutes have been lost through lateness and 2 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Open Morning for Reception and Key Stage 1 Tuesday 2
nd

 February 2106  

Open Morning for  Key Stage 2 Wednesday 3
rd

  February 2106  

Class 1/2P Assembly Thursday 4
th
 February 2016, 10.10am (new date) 

E Safety Week Week Beginning Monday 8
th
 February 2016 

E Safety Play for KS2 children: www.whodunnit? Monday 8
th
 February 2016, 1.30pm 

Reception Parents Open Morning Tuesday 9
th
 February 2016, 9 – 10 am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 10
th
 February 2016, 10.10am 

Water Polo Tournament (Y5/6) Thursday 11
th
 February 2016, 12 - 3.30pm 

Pirate Reward Trip Friday 12
th
 February 2016, 1 - 3.30pm 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 12
th
 February  2016, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after Half Term Monday 22
nd

 February 2016 

Merlin and the Sword in the Stone Performance Thursday 3
rd

 March 2016 

Parent Teacher Consultations Monday 7
th
 and Tuesday 8

th
 March 2016, 3.30-6.30pm 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 16
th
 March 2016, 10.10am 

Class 5/6T Assembly Wednesday 23
rd

 March 2016, 10.10am 

Pirate Reward Trip Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 1-3.30pm 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after Easter Tuesday  12
th
 April 2016 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


