
 

 

 

 

 

 

London 
Last Friday, some members of our School Council enjoyed a memorable visit to the Houses of 
Parliament in London. It was a magnificent day out and the children were a credit to the 
school and their families. We worked with St Andrews Primary from Islington while we were in 
Parliament. This was a brilliant experience and it was lovely for Miss Smith to be reacquainted 
with children from her former school. Miss Smith deserves every credit for doing a magnificent 
job in organising the visit. After we had been to Parliament, we took the children to an Italian 
restaurant that I know in Waterloo. This was another enjoyable part of the day, and a very 
tasty one too. Pepperoni Pizza seemed to be the dish of choice amongst most children! 
Photographs from the day are now on the school website under School Council and an article 
will also be in the Northern Echo too. Thank you to the Mayor, Councillor Lawton, for helping 
us with the visit and attending too. She will be coming into school next week for a 
commemorative assembly. Mr Cox also provided superb care for the pupils as we made our 
way across the city and to and from Durham. I hope that we can repeat this event for School 
Council next year too.  
Parents in School 
Ever since I came to the school, I have been keen for parents to be involved in school life and 
this week we have had a lot of parental involvement. Our open mornings were very well 
attended on Tuesday and Wednesday and I was so pleased that so many people could come. 
It seemed as though parents enjoyed the opportunity and hopefully it was of great benefit. 
This opportunity is not one which exists in most schools.  I would like to thank the Ox Close 
Friends for providing refreshments during the proceedings.  Our SAFC Family Learning was 
also very popular once again this week. Reception also have an open morning in the hall on 
Tuesday from 9am until 10am.  

Class Assembly 
Class 1/2P were pirates for the morning on Wednesday, when they performed their class 
assembly. There were many parents in attendance as the children acted, sang, danced and 
also showed their maps and their brilliant Pirate animations, which they had produced on the 
iPads. As I said on the day, they certainly found the treasure in more ways than one. Well 
done to them all and to Mrs Phillips too! 
Class 3/4C have their turn on Wednesday 10th February at 10.10am. Good luck to them! 

Parental Surveys 
As part of our ongoing efforts to make Ox Close the best school that we possibly can, we 
asked if parents would be willing to fill in a parental questionnaire when they were in school 
during the open mornings. I have already looked through the questionnaires and we will let 
you know the results. Tonight, questionnaires have gone home to those who did not have 
someone in attendance. I have also left a supply at the office in case you don’t manage to get 
a copy. Please could we receive all replies by Wednesday 10th February and then we will 
analyse them all and let you know of any actions that result. Thank you.  

Ox Close Friends 
Ox Close Friends continue to provide fabulous support to the children and the school in 
general. They are holding their Annual General Meeting in the Ash Tree Pub on Tuesday 9th 
February at 7.30pm. All parents are welcome to attend and I am sure that the group would 
also welcome new members.  
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E Safety 
Next week is our E Safety week and there will be lots of activities going on. On Monday 
afternoon, Key Stage 2 will watch www.whodunnit. This will be performed by Barking up the 
Right Tree, a company who regularly perform pantomimes for us and the company noted that 
the content is suitable for our Key Stage 2 children. I am sure that your children will let you 
know about the various activities that they do next week.  

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Lisa Rowley is on 07825341214.  

Musical Stars 
It was a true accolade for the school when some of our brass players were asked to perform 
at the Durham Leadership Centre this week. The children not only performed but also did a 
question and answer session with over 40 music specialists and teachers. I know that they 
gave a terrific account of themselves and we are very proud! 

Adam Bushnell 
On Tuesday, Miss Todd’s Year 6 English group will have the opportunity to work with the 
renowned writer and storyteller Adam Bushnell. This is also at the Durham Leadership Centre. 
Adam requested that our children attend and he will work with them in front of teachers from 
across the county to demonstrate how to teach creative writing. Once again, I am very proud 
that Adam chose our children to take part and I hope that they all enjoy it.  

New School Meal Menus 
Thank you for returning your new menu order forms. We have now been informed by Taylor 
Shaw that the new menus cannot start until after the Easter holidays. We will therefore 
continue with the old menus until then. 

Punctuality 
This week 98 minutes have been lost through lateness and 2 classes were perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

E Safety Week Week Beginning Monday 8
th
 February 2016 

E Safety Play for KS2 children: www.whodunnit? Monday 8
th
 February 2016, 1.30pm 

Reception Parents Open Morning Tuesday 9
th
 February 2016, 9 – 10 am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 10
th
 February 2016, 10.10am 

Water Polo Tournament (Y5/6) Thursday 11
th
 February 2016, 12 - 3.30pm 

Pirate Reward Trip Friday 12
th
 February 2016, 1 - 3.30pm 

School Closes for Half Term Friday 12
th
 February  2016, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after Half Term Monday 22
nd

 February 2016 

Merlin and the Sword in the Stone Performance Thursday 3
rd

 March 2016 

Parent Teacher Consultations Monday 7
th
 and Tuesday 8

th
 March 2016, 3.30-6.30pm 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 16
th
 March 2016, 10.10am 

Class 5/6T Assembly Wednesday 23
rd

 March 2016, 10.10am 

Pirate Reward Trip Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 1-3.30pm 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after Easter Tuesday  12
th
 April 2016 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 

http://www.whodunnit/

