
 

 

 

 

 

 

Investors in Children 
Yesterday, 21 of our pupils spoke to a representative from Investors in Children, Chris Affleck. 
Chris was extremely complimentary about the children and spoke of their passion but also of 
how respectful they were. I was delighted to hear that it was a successful session and that the 
school was awarded Investors in Children status. This acknowledges the role that children 
play in the school, how they feel about school life and the range of opportunities which are 
available to them. Chris will return at a later date and we will be presented with our award at a 
special assembly in the next half term.  

Farewell Mrs Harvey and Mrs Payne 
Mrs Harvey and Mrs Payne have now gone on maternity and we wish them both all the best. 
They have done amazingly well to last at school for so long. Mrs Harvey has excelled as 
Whole School Pupil Progress Leader and I am sure that she will be an amazing mother. Good 
luck to Mrs Payne as she provides Olivia with some company.  

Gymnastics 
On Tuesday, our gymnastics squad headed to the Pink Gym under the expert gaze of Mrs 
Simpson and Miss Cox (both former elite gymnasts). The children did well in this competition 
for schools and our Y1/2 children won the vault, while Lucy Aston was 2nd overall in Y5/6 and 
our Y3/4 team finished third. Well done to all concerned! 

3/4 C Class Assembly and E-Safety 
Class 3/4C performed their class assembly on the hot topic of e-safety on Wednesday. They 
did an excellent, balanced job. Clearly, the internet is very largely an extremely positive tool 
but the children also spelled out some of the dangers. I asked how many children had tablets 
or mobile devices and the response was huge. On a personal level, I am certainly going to 
double check the security settings on my own children’s devices. Well done to Mr Crowther 
and 3/4C. 

E Safety Week 
This week has been e-safety week and I hope that it has been a worthwhile one for the 
children. Following Mr Crowther’s class assembly on Wednesday, we had a whole school 
assembly today. On Monday, Key Stage 2 enjoyed a very informative play on e-safety. This 
was paid for out of our school fund.  

Reception Coffee Morning 
Reception held their coffee morning in the hall on Tuesday and the turnout was terrific. It was 
excellent to see the children performing and for parents to share work with them.  Thank you 
to the Ox Close Friends for manning refreshments.  

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Lisa Rowley is on 07825341214.  

Water Polo 
Yesterday there was a Water Polo tournament at Spennymoor Leisure Centre and we took 
part for the first time ever. After winning both group games, our team qualified for the final. 
They were awarded the silver medal after being edged out by the narrowest of margins in the 
final - 13-12 to Rosa Street. Congratulations to the team and to Miss Todd and Miss Cox who 
accompanied them.  
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Adam Bushnell 
Miss Todd’s Year 6 English group thoroughly enjoyed their opportunity to work with the 
renowned Adam Bushnell this week. It was a fantastic experience for the children.  

Behaviour Awards 
The behaviour in school continues to be overwhelmingly positive, with the vast majority of 
children being successful this term. Over the past 2 days, we have awarded many certificates. 
An amazing 243 children have a perfect behaviour record from September to the present - a 
remarkable record. Keep up the good work! 

Pirate Reward Trip 
Today Yellow House attended the Leisure Centre for our Pirate Reward Trip. I am sure that 
the children will have had a fantastic time. These celebration events are paid for out of some 
of the proceeds from the Pirate Day in September.  

CD 
As mentioned previously, our children have recently produced a wonderful CD of their music. 
It features incredible singing and performances from our various different musical groups. 
Copies are now available to buy directly from the school office at a price of £7.99. Happy 
listening! 

Tudhoe Cricket Club 
Tudhoe Cricket Club are holding a taster session for children at Ferryhill Leisure Centre on 
Monday 15th February between 7 and 8 pm. Boys and girls in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 are welcome 
to attend. Winter coaching sessions begin on Wednesday 24th February. For further 
information, please contact Ian McGrath on 07906083552.  

Mayor and School Council 
Yesterday, the Town Mayor, Cllr Pat Lawton, attended school for a special assembly. Pat 
commemorated our amazing School Council trip to London and awarded us with a plaque. 
Alex Tingle and Layton Condron received a certificate in acknowledgement of the wonderful 
care which they spontaneously showed to the youngest children on the visit.  

Punctuality 
This week 76 minutes have been lost through lateness and 3 classes were perfectly punctual. 

Happy Half Term 
It has not been the longest half term but it has most certainly been very busy and successful. 
Thank you for your support and we will see you again on Monday 22nd February.  
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

School Re-opens after Half Term Monday 22
nd

 February 2016 

Merlin and the Sword in the Stone Performance Thursday 3
rd

 March 2016 

Parent Teacher Consultations Monday 7
th
 and Tuesday 8

th
 March 2016, 3.30-6.30pm 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 16
th
 March 2016, 10.10am 

Class 5/6T Assembly Wednesday 23
rd

 March 2016, 10.10am 

Pirate Reward Trip Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 1-3.30pm 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after Easter Tuesday  12
th
 April 2016 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


