
 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Activities 
This week has been a fun week in school, the kind of week that the children enjoy and 
remember. While other schools may continue with the slog towards the SATs, it is also 
important to give the children the chance to be children and have an opportunity to do some 
more creative activities. Today we held our Celebration Assembly and Hays Travel awarded 
prizes to the winners of our egg design competition. In addition, the Education Network took 
photographs of those winning eggs and they are running a competition across 15 schools - 
the Champions League of egg decorating!  We would also like to thank Steve Thompson of 
NatWest Bank who ran a colouring competition for Reception and came in today to present 
the winners with an Easter egg. All other Reception children have received a treat for 
participating. We also held the final of the egg jarping today, something which has very quickly 
became a popular Ox Close tradition. Before that assembly, we also held our Eggs Factor 
final and an impressive array of talent was on show. The same could also be said of the 
efforts of the staff who, under the direction of Mrs Simpson and Mr Cox, performed their Flash 
Mob. Very well done to all concerned! 

Easter Parties 
Thank you very much to the Ox Close Friends for organising the Easter parties last night. The 
children had a fabulous time and this is all thanks to the Friends and to the staff who stayed 
behind. We are very grateful to the Friends for their valuable work. 

Reception Garden Party 
This week Reception have had a fantastic garden party to celebrate our new garden area. We 
recently received funding from Smurfit Kappa in West Auckland and Ox Close Friends to 
transform the bottom of our Reception outdoor area. Before the project, the space was very 
muddy and unstable. However, now the children love their new space and have been enjoying 
using their new sand kitchen, stepping stones, grass area and planting areas. Jane and 
Sharon, from Smurfit Kappa, Kevin and Eric, the gardeners, and Lynn Gibson, Ox Close 
Friends, all came to open the garden and to plant our first herbs. Reception are hoping to 
benefit from some sunny summer weather and to become more green fingered in the outdoor 
area over the coming months.  

Katie Bland 
I would like to congratulate Katie Bland, who is doing the most amazing thing for charity. The 
Little Princess Trust provide real hair wigs to children who are suffering from hair loss due to 
cancer treatment. Kind hearted Katie is going to have her lovely long hair cut and donate the 
hair to the cause. This is such a worthy and mature thing for a child to do, especially a child 
who is only in Year 4. I know that Katie’s mam is collecting sponsorship money and I am sure 
that she would welcome any donations which might come her way. 

Behaviour Awards 
Miss Bowden and I enjoyed handing out the end of term behaviour awards on Monday. The 
vast majority of pupils have maintained a 100% record from the beginning of the academic 
year in September and won a pen on this occasion. For some, though, it was their first award 
of the academic year and I am delighted for those children. Keep up the good work! 

Reception Cookery 
Connor in Reception had a special treat yesterday when his Dad, who is a professional chef, 
came in to cook with the class. The children made Easter treats to take home and enjoyed 
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making cookies, scones and chocolate tarts. We would like to say a huge thank you to 
Connor’s Dad, who brought all of the ingredients in and was fantastic with the children.  
Dance Festival 
Mrs Simpson took a dance team to the Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre on Tuesday afternoon, 
where girls were delighted to come away with the award for best costumes. Congratulations to 
them all! 

Brass 
Brass continues to thrive and a number of parents were in school to see Class 3/4B perform 
their concert this week. I was unable to attend as I was in a meeting but it sounded 
impressive. Well done to all of the children and Miss Leggett.  

Banner Carriers 
We are now entering the banner carrying season and we have already been invited to a 
number of engagements. We are planning on taking our brass players and the banner to the 
Miners Gala in July. In order to achieve this, we will need to have banner carriers. The banner 
is a wonderful piece of art work but weighs a considerable amount. Since we first attended the 
Gala in 2013, we have relied upon a small number of very willing, loyal Dads but we now need 
to enlist some other volunteers in order for the tradition to continue. If you are interested, or 
know of someone who might be, please get in touch with me via the school office. Thank you! 

Sport Relief 
Last week we raised £189 for Sport Relief by selling the Ryman Stationery Sport Relief pens.  

Samson’s Shoes 
Classes 5/6B and 5/6T enjoyed their visit to the Stadium of Light for the Samson’s Shoes 
project on Wednesday. Miss Bowden gave me very positive reports about how the children 
conducted themselves and I was pleased to hear that one of our groups were awarded a prize 
for finishing 2nd, narrowly missing out to a group from Easington Lane Primary. Well done to all 
of the children and we hope that 5/6Th will do just as well when they get their chance in the 
summer term. Some photographs of the day will appear on the school website in the near 
future. 

Pirate Reward Trip 
Today Gruesome Granville House went to the Leisure Centre as the winning Pirate team from 
this half term. I know that the children love these occasions. We have spent far in excess of 
the income from the Pirate Day in September and so may need to review the system but I 
know that it is something which the children thoroughly look forward to. A lovely way to finish 
the half term! 

Parent Pay 
Activation letters are going out today so that you can login to the new system to enable 
payments to be made online, hopefully from May 2016. 

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Lisa Rowley is on 07825341214. Susan and Lisa thoroughly enjoyed 
meeting parents during their recent Fantastic Families course and they are looking forward to 
doing the same again in the future.  

Donations for Reception 
Reception are asking for old hanging baskets for plants and growing tomatoes. They are also 
asking if there is anyone who is able to make wooden signs for their garden. Thank you.  

Punctuality 
This week 66 minutes have been lost through lateness and 4 classes were perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

School Closes for Easter Thursday 24
th
 March 2016, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after Easter Tuesday  12
th
 April 2016 

Class 5/6T Assembly Wednesday 13
th
 April 2016, 10.10am 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


