
 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Work 
The work on the school extension project has now started in earnest and excellent progress 
was made throughout the Easter holidays. You may have noticed the 8 additional staff car 
parking spaces, which look fantastic. In the short term, we have lost 12 spaces in order to 
allow lorry access to the site but we will feel the benefit of the additional spaces when the 
building work is complete. We have agreed controlled delivery times, which means that lorries 
should not be around at congested drop off and pick up times. Of course, the gates are also 
locked as normal at these times. The yard has also been resurfaced, which is most welcome. I 
was pleasantly surprised that this was finished during the Easter holiday. For some time, our 
plan has been to work with the children to discuss which markings may go on the yard and 
this process will start next week. Thanks to Josh Parker’s mother, we have some funding to 
help us along with this too. Further details will follow! 

Pedestrian Access 
I am aware that pedestrians often use the school drive to access the site, which is potentially 
dangerous. Due to the building work, there are large numbers of lorries coming in and out 
during the day. The restrictions that have been agreed on lorry access times mean that the 
children are safe. However, if you are picking up or dropping off your child through the school 
day, for example due to a medical appointment, please use only the pedestrian access. This 
applies even more so to Nursery parents and I have spoken to Miss Smith about this.  

Class 5/6T Assembly 
Class 5/6T gave a brilliant performance of Romeo and Juliet in their class assembly on 
Wednesday. They had practised for a long time and a lot of work went into producing what, by 
all accounts, was a very mature and skilled display. Well done to all concerned! Unfortunately, 
I had to attend an important meeting at 10am and so missed most of the performance but I 
chatted with some parents afterwards, who had been thoroughly impressed.  

Banner Carriers 
We are now entering the banner carrying season and we have already been invited to a 
number of engagements. We are planning on taking our brass players and the banner to the 
Miners Gala in July. In order to achieve this, we will need to have banner carriers. The banner 
is a wonderful piece of art work but weighs a considerable amount. Since we first attended the 
Gala in 2013, we have relied upon a small number of very willing, loyal Dads but we now need 
to enlist some other volunteers in order for the tradition to continue. So far we haven’t had 
anyone come forward and so if you are interested, or know of someone who might be, please 
get in touch with me via the school office. Thank you! 

Nursery Open Afternoon 
Between 1pm and 6pm on Wednesday 27th April, Oxclose Nursery are opening their doors to 
anyone who has a child from birth age up to age 4. This will be an opportunity to visit the 
setting, talk to staff and see how a wonderful, outstanding, long established nursery operates. 
For many years, Oxclose Nursery has produced wonderful outcomes for the children and I 
would urge anyone who has a child who was born between September 2011 and April 2016 to 
attend to get a feel for what is on offer.  

Parent Pay 
You should all have received a letter to set up your Parent Pay online account. The Parent 
Pay system will go live from Tuesday 3rd May 2016, initially for the payment of Dinner Money 
and later you will be able to pay for school trips via the new system.  
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SAFC Foundation 
SAFC Foundation do very worthy work in schools across the North East and we are delighted 
to be able to benefit from a number of their programmes this term. Y5/6Th will all experience 
Samson’s Shoes, an Apprentice style programme in which they will design a product and 
compete against another school at the Stadium of Light later in the year.  
This week, Michael Colclough led an assembly about their fantastic Family Learning 
programme. This time, we are offering it to RS, 3/4C, 3/4W, 3/4B, 5/6B, 5/6T and 5/6Th. 
Michael is terrific and the families who were involved in the spring term really enjoyed the 
programme. Leaflets went home about the programme, which starts on Thursday 21st April. 
We will offer places to the first 15 families that return their forms. The course is free to us here 
at Ox Close, while it costs some other schools in different areas £1500! 
On Wednesday afternoon, Foundation teacher Phil Cowler started his reading programme 
with our Y6 children. Phil is a brilliant teacher and also has a terrific sense of humour and 
rapport with the children. 
Tudhoe Kicks is for 8-12 year olds and runs at Tudhoe Community Centre on a Thursday 
between 5pm and 6.30pm. Michael offers FIFA tournaments on the X Box, Football outside, 
Just Dance, Pool and a variety of other games. This is free of charge. 

Writing Competition 
Grace Duffy (Y6) and Leighton Foster (Y5) have both been shortlisted in BBC Radio 2’s 500 
words competition. This is a fantastic achievement as there were over 125,000 entries, which 
places Grace and Leighton within the top 4% in the country! At the next stage 1 in 90 pieces 
are selected to go forward and we wish them both well. Naturally, we are very proud of Grace 
and Leighton and we congratulate them upon what is already an amazing achievement! 

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Lisa Rowley is on 07825341214. Susan and Lisa thoroughly enjoyed 
meeting parents during their recent Fantastic Families course and they are looking forward to 
doing the same again in the future.  

Punctuality 
This week 70 minutes have been lost through lateness and 5 classes were perfectly punctual. 

Dates for the Diary 
I have included some dates for the diary at the bottom of the newsletter and, clearly, other 
dates will be added as things are arranged. For example, there will be further educational 
visits and we also hope to have a Sports Day. Due to the building work and associated access 
difficulties, I can’t give a definite answer or date for the Sports Day yet but I will liaise with the 
contractor as the building work continues and will give you further information when I have it.  

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Bank Holiday Monday Monday 2
nd

 May 2016 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 

New Intake Meeting Monday 23
rd

 May 2016, 1.30pm 

Class Assembly: 1/2S Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, 10.10am 

Pirate Reward Trip Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, PM 

School Breaks up for half term Friday 27
th
 May, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after half term Tuesday 7
th
 June 2016 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 14
th
 June 2016 

Class Assembly: 5/6B Wednesday 22
nd

 June 2016, 10.10am 

Choir performance at Durham Cathedral Thursday 23
rd

 June (further details to follow) 

Residential Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 27
th
 June 

Reports to Parents Friday 8
th
 July 2016 

Moving up lessons Monday 11
th
 July- Wednesday 13

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


