
 

 

 

 

 

Y1/2 Dinky Dragons 
Year 1/2 thoroughly enjoyed their Dinky Dragons Taekwondo session on Tuesday afternoon. 
It is always pleasing to see the children being physically active and engaged. We are hoping 
to have a Taekwondo after school club later in the year. 

Outdoor Learning 
Class 1/2S were the latest class to enjoy working with Sam Jackson of Scout.Ed this week. 
The children had a fabulous time and worked in the community garden all day. One parent 
told us that their child had said that it was their ‘best ever day at school’. Sam has been a 
fantastic addition to our team this year and we hope to continue the partnership next year. 
Yesterday, I showed a visitor around the garden and she could not believe that we had such a 
fantastic resource within our grounds. When we finally have heating installed in the outdoor 
classroom, this will enhance the facilities hugely. Fortunately, the weather was very kind when 
1/2S worked with Sam this week.  

EDP Visit 
This week we had a visit from our Local Authority Education Development Partner, Carol 
Gater. She looked at lots of information and data from across the school and observed in 
Reception. Carol was thoroughly impressed with our Reception pupils and with the excellent 
use of the high number of very skilled adults. Well done to the children, Mrs Bowman, Miss 
Smith and the team! 

Nursery Open Afternoon 
Between 1pm and 6pm on Wednesday 27th April, Oxclose Nursery are opening their doors to 
anyone who has a child from birth age up to age 4. This will be an opportunity to visit the 
setting, talk to staff and see how a wonderful, outstanding, long established nursery operates. 
For many years, Oxclose Nursery has produced wonderful outcomes for the children and I 
would urge anyone who has a child who was born between September 2011 and April 2016 to 
attend to get a feel for what is on offer.  

Building Work Update 
The work on the school extension is continuing to go well, helped this week by improved 
weather. I have had regular conversations with the site foreman and I passed on concerns 
that a small number of the delivery vehicles had arrived outside of the agreed hours. The 
foreman shared our concern and a directive has been sent to all of the contractors. We will 
continue to meet regularly with the foreman as the project continues. The diggers have been a 
source of great excitement to some of our younger children.  

Success 
Wendy Minhinnett of Success worked with a group of our Year 5 children on Tuesday. They 
are planning an exciting project which should involve the creation of an outdoor library. Watch 
this space! 

Banner Carriers 
We are now entering the banner carrying season and we have already been invited to a 
number of engagements. We are planning on taking our brass players and the banner to the 
Miners Gala in July. In order to achieve this, we will need to have banner carriers. The banner 
is a wonderful piece of art work but weighs a considerable amount. Since we first attended the 
Gala in 2013, we have relied upon a small number of very willing, loyal Dads but we now need 
to enlist some other volunteers in order for the tradition to continue. So far we haven’t had 
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anyone come forward and so if you are interested, or know of someone who might be, please 
get in touch with me via the school office. Thank you! 

Parent Pay  
A number of parents have now set up their Parent Pay online account ready to go live on 
Tuesday 3rd May. If you haven’t done so yet could you please try to log into the Parent Pay 
website using the username and password supplied in your letter.  This will be used initially for 
the online payment of Dinner Money and later you will be able to pay for school trips via the 
new system.  

Cookery 
As part of the Bishop Auckland Food Festival, Mrs Woods took her class to the Settlement 
building to do some cookery today. I know how much the children enjoy cookery and we will 
let you know how it goes next week! 

Angela Herron 
Sadly, after many years of distinguished and skilled service, our amazing cook, Angela 
Herron, will leave her position as cook at Ox Close next Friday. Angela will be a huge miss 
and I know that she leaves with a heavy heart as she moves into an exciting position at 
Darlington Hospital. Taylor Shaw, who organise our school catering, will appoint a 
replacement and I hope to bring you news soon.  

Theatre Workshops 
Children in Year 5/6 have been enjoying taking part in theatre workshops with Francesca 
Richards and her colleagues from Durham University recently. Over the past 2 weeks, 5/6B 
and 5/6T have had their opportunity. The performance was a fantastic insight into the life of 
Homer and The Odyssey, which is one of the two major Ancient Greek poems. This was 
followed by some creative activities about how we imagine ancient authors and how this 
affects what we read. On Monday, 5/6Th have their turn.  

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572. Lisa Rowley is moving on from her PSA role but will be replaced. This means 
that Susan has a very heavy workload at present but if you can get in touch she will get back 
to you. 

Punctuality 
This week 74 minutes have been lost through lateness and 2 classes were perfectly punctual. 

Dates for the Diary 
I have included some dates for the diary at the bottom of the newsletter and, clearly, other 
dates will be added as things are arranged. For example, there will be further educational 
visits and we also hope to have a Sports Day. Due to the building work and associated access 
difficulties, I can’t give a definite answer or date for the Sports Day yet but I will liaise with the 
contractor as the building work continues and will give you further information when I have it.  

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Bank Holiday Monday Monday 2
nd

 May 2016 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 

New Intake Meeting Monday 23
rd

 May 2016, 1.30pm 

Class Assembly: 1/2S Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, 10.10am 

Pirate Reward Trip Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, PM 

School Breaks up for half term Friday 27
th
 May, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after half term Tuesday 7
th
 June 2016 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 14
th
 June 2016 

Class Assembly: 5/6B Wednesday 22
nd

 June 2016, 10.10am 

Choir performance at Durham Cathedral Thursday 23
rd

 June (further details to follow) 

Residential Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 27
th
 June 

Reports to Parents Friday 8
th
 July 2016 

Moving up lessons Monday 18
th
 July- Tuesday 19

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 


