
 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye Angela 
Today was a sad day in that we waved goodbye to our outstanding cook, Angela Herron. 
Although she is employed by Taylor Shaw, Angela has been a big part of the team for over 9 
years and she will be a huge miss.  Whenever we have visitors for lunch, they are always so 
impressed and she has continually scored top marks on assessments that Taylor Shaw have 
carried out. However, this opportunity for Angela is an amazing one and I am sure that she will 
be really successful at Darlington Memorial Hospital. Good luck Angela and thank you for 
putting up with my fussy eating, not to mention making me all of those curries!  

Welcome Karen 
As one door closes, another one opens and it is a pleasure to welcome Karen Longhorne as 
our new cook. Karen has been working at St William’s Primary School in Trimdon and comes 
very highly recommended. She knows the school well as her daughter, Edie, attends Ox 
Close. I have shown Karen around and I know that she is very excited to start her new job on 
Tuesday after the Bank Holiday weekend. Good luck and welcome aboard Karen! 

Familiar Faces 
This week we had a visit from Mr Minikin, our former Deputy Headteacher. It was great to see 
him and the children and staff all thoroughly enjoyed seeing him. Mr Woodward is also hoping 
to come in to see us soon and I was speaking to Miss Grant earlier in the week.  

Durham Choristers 
On Tuesday, our choir children had the opportunity to work with a teacher from the Durham 
Choristers. His voice reverberated around the school in an impressive fashion! The children 
will have the opportunity to sing in Durham Cathedral as part of the project, which will be 
fantastic. The teacher in question did the PGCE at Durham when I first started teaching on the 
course and so trained alongside Mrs H Shepherd. It’s a small world! 

Building Work Update 
The work is still on schedule at this stage and the footprint is now very clear. We continue to 
work closely with the team to ensure that everything goes to plan. I have altered the fire 
emergency plan in light of the works and yesterday we held a joint fire drill, which went well. 
Next week, we will hold another meeting and I will discuss possible access for Sports Day. 

Youth Forum 
On Monday afternoon, Layton Condron, Maddison Illingworth, Grace Slee and Alex Tingle 
took part in the latest Youth Forum at Whitworth Park. This time they looked at dementia 
awareness and at the role of young carers. These are 2 vital issues and our children really 
enjoyed being part of the discussion. They will do some follow up with other children in class.  

Tennis Tournament 
Miss Cox took 8 Year 3 children to Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre to play tennis on 
Wednesday. Miss Cox reported that the children conducted themselves well and thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. 

Drop Off 
When the children first come into school on a morning, it can be quite congested. Please 
could we ask that parents drop the children off at the gate and, if necessary, either speak to 
the staff on duty at the gate about any issues or make an appointment to see the class 
teacher via the school office. This is to help with the flow of children to their classrooms and to 
enable the teachers to fully supervise all of the children in the classroom. Thank you for your 
understanding.  
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Banner Carriers 
We are now entering the banner carrying season and we have already been invited to a 
number of engagements. We are planning on taking our brass players and the banner to the 
Miners Gala in July. In order to achieve this, we will need to have banner carriers. The banner 
is a wonderful piece of art work but weighs a considerable amount. Since we first attended the 
Gala in 2013, we have relied upon a small number of very willing, loyal Dads but we now need 
to enlist some other volunteers in order for the tradition to continue. This week one Dad has 
kindly stepped forward. If you are interested, or know of someone who might be, please get in 
touch with me via the school office. Thank you! 

Class 1/2S Assembly Change of Date 
As we have a New Intake Meeting on Wednesday 25th May, Class 1/2S’s Assembly has had 
to be moved to Thursday 26th May at 10.10am. Apologies for any inconvenience. 

Parent Pay  
Several parents have now set up their Parent Pay online account ready to go live on Tuesday 
3rd May. If you haven’t done so yet could you please log into the Parent Pay website using the 
username and password supplied in your letter.  This will be used initially for the online 
payment of Dinner Money and later you will be able to pay for school trips via the new system. 
Anyone owing dinner money at the moment will have their debt added to Parent Pay so they 
can clear their arrears and pay for future dinners on the new system. Parents who have paid 
ahead will have their credits added to Parent Pay. Please call the school office if you have any 
queries. 

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572. Lisa Rowley is moving on from her PSA role but will be replaced. This means 
that Susan has a very heavy workload at present but if you can get in touch she will get back 
to you. 

Punctuality 
This week 66 minutes have been lost through lateness and 2 classes were perfectly punctual. 

Dates for the Diary 
I have included some dates for the diary at the bottom of the newsletter and, clearly, other 
dates will be added as things are arranged. For example, there will be further educational 
visits and we also hope to have a Sports Day. Due to the building work and associated access 
difficulties, I can’t give a definite answer or date for the Sports Day yet but I will liaise with the 
contractor as the building work continues and will give you further information when I have it.  

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Bank Holiday Monday Monday 2
nd

 May 2016 

Key Stage 2 SATs Tests Week Beginning Monday 9th May 2016 

New Intake Meeting Monday 23
rd

 May 2016, 1.30pm 

New Intake Meeting Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, 9.15am 

Class Assembly: 1/2S Thursday 26
th
 May 2016, 10.10am (new date) 

Pirate Reward Trip Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, PM 

School Breaks up for half term Friday 27
th
 May, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after half term Tuesday 7
th
 June 2016 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 14
th
 June 2016 

Class Assembly: 5/6B Wednesday 22
nd

 June 2016, 10.10am 

Choir performance at Durham Cathedral Thursday 23
rd

 June (further details to follow) 

Residential Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 27
th
 June 

Reports to Parents Friday 8
th
 July 2016 

Moving up lessons Monday 18
th
 July- Tuesday 19

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 


