
 

 

 

 

 

Y6 SATs 
This week the Year 6 children have been sitting their SATs examinations and they have all 
conducted themselves magnificently. Some of the children have been suffering with illness but 
they put that to one side to give of their best. The tests have made the news this week and 
there is no question that they have been by far the most difficult tests ever sat by Primary 
School children. The Reading paper was especially tough in my opinion, with very few marks 
for retrieval and the clear need for the children to have an extensive and well developed 
vocabulary. It has been new territory for all schools and none of us knew what to expect when 
we opened the papers for the first time. At this stage, no indication has been given of the pass 
marks and that is not something that anyone has any control over in schools. However, I know 
that the children had worked hard, had enjoyed a balanced curriculum all year and did their 
very best. I would like to thank the children and the Year 6 staff and wish them all an 
enjoyable SATs free end to the year.  

Building Work Update 
Piling has been ongoing this week as the team strengthen the ground ahead of laying the 
foundations. It is a noisy process but will hopefully be finished by the time we return to school 
after half term. We discussed colours, carpets, furniture and ICT yesterday and it underlined 
the fact that it is only a matter of months before we can enjoy these fantastic new facilities.  

Banner Carriers 
I am very grateful to a number of people who have come forward to volunteer to carry the 
banner this year. This will mean that we will be able to continue with our tradition of marching 
into Durham, which is fantastic. I am especially looking forward to our brass players playing at 
the County and on the stage. Thank you to those people who have kindly come forward.  

Mr Dixon 
After several years of excellent service, Mr Dixon will retire as caretaker on 29th June. He has 
been a fantastic servant to the school and he will be a big miss. Mr Dixon is always available 
and is there to answer our calls, even during holiday times. We hope to appoint a replacement 
soon and I will let you know when we have a confirmed appointment. Mr Bulmer will continue 
to work on a Thursday and Friday.  

Uniform Orders 
Order forms went out last week to enable you to order new uniform. You can pay using the 
new Parent Pay online system. Please return your form to the school office by Friday 20th 
May, showing the amount paid, either by Parent Pay or total cash/cheque enclosed. 

Class 1/2S Visit to Hardwick Park 
Class 1/2S are visiting Hardwick Park for some outdoor adventures next Friday. I hope that 
they have a wonderful time. 

Adam Bushnell 
The children who are in Mrs Woods’ English group will have a wonderful treat on Wednesday. 
They are going to the Durham Leadership Centre to work with writer and storyteller Adam 
Bushnell. Adam asked if he could have one group to work with as he is doing a course for 
teachers and Mrs Woods was delighted when her group were picked out of the hat! Over time, 
many of our children have had the chance to do similar things with Adam and hopefully the 
school will continue to benefit from our relationship with him.  
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Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572. Lisa Rowley is moving on from her PSA role but will be replaced. This means 
that Susan has a very heavy workload at present but if you can get in touch she will get back 
to you. 

Attendance 
This week Class 3/4C has had the best attendance at 98.5%.  

Punctuality 
This week 127 have been lost through lateness and three classes were perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

New Intake Meeting Monday 23
rd

 May 2016, 1.30pm 

New Intake Meeting Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, 9.15am 

Class Assembly: 1/2S Thursday 26
th
 May 2016, 10.10am (new date) 

Pirate Reward Trip Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, PM 

School Breaks up for half term Friday 27
th
 May, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after half term Tuesday 7
th
 June 2016 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 14
th
 June 2016 

Class Assembly: 5/6B Wednesday 22
nd

 June 2016, 10.10am 

Choir performance at Durham Cathedral Thursday 23
rd

 June (further details to follow) 

Residential Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 27
th
 June 

Reports to Parents Friday 8
th
 July 2016 

Moving up lessons Monday 18
th
 July- Tuesday 19

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


