
 

 

 

 

 

 
Building Work Update 
Piling is due to be completed on Monday and then the new building will really begin to take 
shape. The foundations will be put in place and then the brick work, followed very quickly by 
the timber frame. This means that the visible signs of progress will be quite evident within the 
next few weeks. It is a very tight schedule but the foreman continues to do an excellent job 
and he is really trying to bring jobs forward in order to allow time at the end of the schedule, 
which will naturally be very busy. We have another site meeting on Tuesday where we will 
discuss progress. 

Pirate Reward Trip 
Next Wednesday afternoon our winning pirate team for this half term, Bloodthirsty Bill the 
Blue, will visit the Leisure Centre for their reward trip. This is a very popular tradition and we 
hope that we raise enough funds from our Pirate Day next year to be able to continue with it in 
the next academic year.  

Adam Bushnell 
On Wednesday, the children from Mrs Woods’ English group had a fantastic time working with 
Adam Bushnell at the Durham Leadership Centre. They had the chance to dress in armour 
and Adam demonstrated how to use a context to encourage the children to write. 

1/2S Hardwick Park and Class Assembly 
Today Class 1/2S visited the wonderful Hardwick Park. I am sure that they will have had a 
fantastic time. They have also been busy practising for their class assembly, which is being 
held on Thursday 26th May at 10.10am.  

New Intake 
Next week we will hold our new intake meetings. The children will be joining the school at an 
especially exciting time as we move forwards with our enhanced facilities. I am interviewing 
next week but hope to be able to meet the new parents and pupils.  

Well done Oliver 
Congratulations go to Oliver Turnbull, Year 5, who has helped to raise money for the Oaks 
Secondary School and some Rotary Club charities. Oliver took part in a swimathon and we 
will be presenting Oliver with his certificate to mark his achievement. Well done Oliver! 

Outdoor Learning 
One unique aspect of our provision is our outdoor learning and our wonderful Community 
Garden. Class 5/6T will spend next Wednesday and Friday working with Sam Jackson in the 
garden. On Thursday, King Street are using the garden and after half term it will be used by 
Darlington College one day. Not all schools have the benefit of such wonderful facilities as we 
have at Ox Close.  

Banner Carriers 
I am very grateful to a number of people who have come forward to volunteer to carry the 
banner this year. This will mean that we will be able to continue with our tradition of marching 
into Durham, which is fantastic. I am especially looking forward to our brass players playing at 
the County and on the stage. I am going to speak to Miss Leggett, who teaches our brass, 
about this next week. Thank you to those people who have kindly come forward.  
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Staying Safe 
The safety of the children is always our number 1 priority and on Monday we held training for 
staff and Governors on safeguarding. Ox Close has 6 members of staff who have higher level 
training on safeguarding, which is more than some secondary schools.  
Staying Healthy 
I ventured outside yesterday afternoon and it was heartening to see 4 classes busy with PE. 
All of the children were engaged, active and enjoying themselves. This is a very important 
aspect of our provision and something which we are eager not to compromise, despite a move 
nationally to narrow the curriculum. Next week some of our Y5s are taking part in an athletics 
competition at Shildon.  

Uniform Orders 
Any late uniform orders can be handed in at 9am on Monday. Thank you. 

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572. Lisa Rowley is moving on from her PSA role but will be replaced. This means 
that Susan has a very heavy workload at present but if you can get in touch she will get back 
to you. 

Attendance 
This week class 1/2S has had the best attendance at 99.3%.  

Punctuality 
This week 70 minutes have been lost through lateness and 6 classes were perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

New Intake Meeting Monday 23
rd

 May 2016, 1.30pm 

New Intake Meeting Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, 9.15am 

Class Assembly: 1/2S Thursday 26
th
 May 2016, 10.10am (new date) 

Pirate Reward Trip Wednesday 25
th
 May 2016, PM 

School Breaks up for half term Friday 27
th
 May, 3.15pm 

School Re-opens after half term Tuesday 7
th
 June 2016 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 14
th
 June 2016 

Class Assembly: 5/6B Wednesday 22
nd

 June 2016, 10.10am 

Choir performance at Durham Cathedral Thursday 23
rd

 June (further details to follow) 

Residential Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 27
th
 June 

Reports to Parents Friday 8
th
 July 2016 

Moving up lessons Monday 18
th
 July- Tuesday 19

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


