
 

 

 

 

 

Ox Close Musical Theatre Group 
On Sunday 29th May, the Ox Close Musical Theatre 
Group took to the Darlington Civic Theatre stage (see 
photograph). The singers and dancers selected to 
perform at this prestigious event rehearsed extensively 
over a long period with Mrs Simpson, Mr Cox and Miss 
Cox. Their talent, commitment and dedication shone 
through in their performances and the audience were 
left in awe! While I was away on holiday, I received 
several messages from people praising the children and 
noting how professional and talented they were. 
Naturally, I am very proud of both the children and the 
staff and I would like to thank Mrs Simpson, Mr Cox and 
Miss Cox for their hard work and for giving up their time 
so willingly. Well done to all concerned! 

 
Mitchell Stephenson 
Mitchell Stephenson of 5/6T is doing a sponsored walk in Newcastle on Sunday to raise 
money towards finding the cure for type 1 diabetes. This is a very worthy cause indeed as 
Type 1 diabetes affects about 400,000 people in the UK, 29,000 of them children. The 
numbers of incidences in children have risen significantly over recent years and it is a chronic, 
life threatening illness. People with Type 1 diabetes rely on multiple insulin injections or pump 
infusions every day just to stay alive and this will be the case until a cure can be found. It is 
fantastic that Mitchell is aiming to raise money for such a worthy cause. If you would like to 
support him by sponsoring him, please get in touch with his mother (Carol Davies). Good luck 
Mitchell! 

Outdoor Learning 
Class 5/6B have been the latest class to enjoy outdoor learning this week and the weather 
was superb for them yesterday. On Wednesday, both King Street and Darlington College 
used the facilities. I have also had good news in that we will now finally be able to install 
heating in the outdoor classroom, which will make it an even more attractive proposition.  

Building Work Update 
Great progress was made at half term and the brick work is now clearly visible as the building 
starts to take shape. Over the next few weeks, concrete will be put down and then we will see 
the arrival of the internal frame. Visitors have remarked upon how we will continue to maintain 
a vast green space. In addition, the workmen have dug out an area outside of the hall which is 
where the studio extension will go. Exciting times! 

Family Learning 
We are now going to run some family learning courses with Groundworks. These courses 
come highly recommended and are also free of charge. We will be holding Let’s Play all day 
on Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st June. This looks at the role of play in child development and 
encourages parents and children to have fun together, trying out different activities. We will 
host this in the Community Garden and classroom.  If you wish to attend, please return the slip 
at the bottom of the course flyer which is going out with this newsletter by Wednesday 15th 
June. On 7th July, we will run the Make a Move course. 
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Queen’s 90th Birthday 
Today we marked the Queen’s 90th birthday with a number of celebrations. At lunch time, we 
had a special buffet to mark the occasion and children and staff alike were invited to dress in 
red, white and blue. I am pleased that we have been able to recognise this historic moment as 
a school and I am sure that the children will remember it when they look back in years to 
come.  

Beamish Museum Wind in Your Sails Project – 9th or 10th July 
Please see the letter and ticket order form going out with this newsletter. Please send your 
order form to the school office by 23rd June. This can be paid for using Parent Pay or cash.  

Banner Carriers 
I am very grateful to a number of people who have come forward to volunteer to carry the 
banner this year. This will mean that we will be able to continue with our tradition of marching 
into Durham, which is fantastic. I am especially looking forward to our brass players playing at 
the County and on the stage. When we have confirmed the members of our brass group, we 
will be able to send letters home to parents for consent. Thank you to those people who have 
kindly come forward to carry the banner.  

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572. Lisa Rowley has moved on from her PSA role but will be replaced. This means 
that Susan has a very heavy workload at present but if you can get in touch she will get back 
to you. 

Attendance 
This week class 1/2R has had the best attendance at 100%.  

Punctuality 
This week 126 minutes have been lost through lateness and 5 classes were perfectly 
punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Year 5 visit to Whitworth Park Monday 13
th
 June 2016 

Reception Visit to Adventure Valley Tuesday 14
th
 June 2016 

Year 5 girls visit to Durham High School Wednesday 15
th
 June 2016 pm 

Class Assembly: 5/6B Wednesday 22
nd

 June 2016, 10.10am 

Choir performance at Durham Cathedral Thursday 23
rd

 June (further details to follow) 

Residential Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 27
th
 June 

Reports to Parents Friday 8
th
 July 2016 

EYFS Celebration of Excellence Monday 11
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 1 & 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 12
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 3 & 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 13
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 5 & 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 14
th
 July 9.30am 

Moving up lessons Monday 18
th
 July- Tuesday 19

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


