
 

 

 

 

 

Busy Week 
It has been yet another hectic week at Ox Close, with all sorts of amazing things going on. 
Year 1 had a lovely day at the Botanic Gardens yesterday, while there have been many other 
special events and moments. There is a perception outside of teaching that things wind down 
at this stage and nothing could be further from the truth! In the midst of it all, we have been 
continuing with assessments, safeguarding audits, end of year reports, appointments and 
organising classes for next year! 

Building Work Update 
The extension is now taking a clear shape and every day the progress is visible. Our current 
Media Room will become a corridor, medical room and office and preparations will start for 
that very soon. The current Rainbow Room is being converted into a Media Room. I would 
also like to add some more personal touches to the finish and we will work on these both in 
the lead up to completion and post completion.  

Durham Outreach Music Performance: Durham Cathedral 
Yesterday afternoon, 7 of our Year 5 and 6 girls had an amazing experience as they sang at 
the Outreach Musical Celebration event, organised by Durham choristers. The cathedral 
proved to be an inspirational setting and I was so proud of our children. A small number of 
schools from across the county took part in the project and the Acting Dean of the cathedral 
noted his pleasure to me of Spennymoor’s participation when I spoke to him at the end of the 
event. Lucy M, Millie F, Taylor, Millie S, Leah E, Grace S and Talia were outstanding in their 
conduct before, during and after the performance and it was lovely to see them bonding and 
practising before the event. Well done to them and special thanks to Mrs H Shepherd, who 
organised things magnificently. 

Spennymoor Schools Conference 
On Wednesday, 8 children from 5/6T represented Ox Close at the Spennymoor Schools 
Conference. This event was organised by Success and was a terrific celebration of many of 
the positive things that are going on around the town. Lucy A, Mitchell S, Melissa B, Oliver T, 
Elena A, Grace S, Jessica C and Georgia E did a magnificent job and had a great time in the 
process. The children showed photographs and talked about all of the sport at Ox Close, the 
extension project, the wonderful outdoor learning opportunities, our library box project (more 
on this in the future), the Investors in Children Award, the Musical Theatre Group, and the 
School Council trip to London. The brass players amongst the children also stole the show at 
the end as they played a piece for the guests, who included the lead Education Development 
Partner for Durham, Janet Bennett. Thank you to Miss Cox and Miss E Readman who 
supervised the children as, although I was present for some of the time, I had to return to 
school. 

Class 5/6B Assembly 
Miss Bowden and 5/6B performed an assembly with a twist on Wednesday morning. They 
took the assembly into the great outdoors and worked in the Community Garden, with the 
expert help of Sam Jackson. I understand that the children and adults were all heavily 
involved and that the assembly was a fantastic success. Well done to Miss Bowden, Miss 
Densham and, especially, all of the children. 
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Family Learning: Let’s Play 
We had a magnificent turn out for our Let’s Play Family Learning course, which was held on 
Monday and Tuesday this week. The course organisers, Groundworks, gave very good 
feedback and I have managed to catch 1 or 2 parents to speak to, who also seemed to have 
enjoyed the experience and being able to work in school with their child. I am a big believer in 
the value of these experiences and we will continue to offer them in the future.  

Samson’s Shoes 
On Wednesday, Class 5/6TH took a trip to the Stadium of Light, Sunderland. Over the past 10 
weeks the children have been working extremely hard with staff from the Foundation of Light 
and have taken part in the Primary Business and Enterprise Course. The children were tasked 
to design a shoe for the Samson’s Shoes competition. Bringing the course to a close, the 
children showcased their talents in the ‘Dragon’s Den’ style presentation. Due to our hard 
work, we were awarded with a fantastic trophy. Well done 5/6TH! 

Residential 
Good luck to our Year 6 children, who go on their residential trip to Kingsway next week. I am 
sure that you will all have a brilliant time. 

Banner Carriers 
I am very grateful to a number of people who have come forward to volunteer to carry the 
banner this year. This will mean that we will be able to continue with our tradition of marching 
into Durham, which is fantastic. I am especially looking forward to our brass players playing at 
the County and on the stage. When we have confirmed the members of our brass group, we 
will be able to send letters home to parents for consent. Thank you to those people who have 
kindly come forward to carry the banner.  

Safety 
A local resident got in touch this week and expressed his concerns that some children were 
playing on the garage roofs, which are close to the school. He was concerned for the safety of 
the children and believed that the children were of a Primary School age. Those children may 
or may not be Ox Close pupils but naturally I urge children to be sensible and avoid putting 
themselves in any danger when playing.  

Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572. Lisa Rowley has moved on from her PSA role but will be replaced. This means 
that Susan has a very heavy workload at present but if you can get in touch she will get back 
to you. 

Attendance 
This week class 1/2R has had the best attendance at 99.2%.    

Punctuality 
This week 231 minutes have been lost through lateness and one class was perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Year 6 Residential Visit to Kingsway Week Beginning Monday 27
th
 June 

Year 5 Science Trip Monday 27
th
 June (N.B. leaving 8.30am ) 

Reports to Parents Friday 15
th
 July 2016 (please note change of date) 

EYFS Celebration of Excellence Monday 11
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 1 & 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 12
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 3 & 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 13
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 5 & 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 14
th
 July 9.30am 

Moving up lessons Monday 18
th
 July- Tuesday 19

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 
 


