
 

 

 

 

 

Durham Miners’ Gala 
I am delighted that we will march into Durham with our school banner tomorrow. I am so 
grateful to the volunteers who have stepped forward to carry the banner. It is fantastic that we 
have a large number of brass players coming with us to the event. The children who are 
playing an instrument should wear school uniform. The bus will leave from behind the 
Town Hall at 8am and demand is sure to be high due to current events so it would be 
advisable to get there early. It is anticipated that we will meet at the New Inn at 9am and 
march from there. One of our Governors, Lynn Gibson, has received guarantees that the 
children will be allowed to play at the County Hotel and then on the stage at the Show Field. 
When the children have finished playing, they are, of course, free to leave. Fingers crossed for 
a successful day! 

Year 6 SATs Results 
You may have noticed that the Year 6 SATs results have been in the news this week. We 
have given the children their results and we are proud of them all. The tests were new and 
were much harder than in previous years. Interestingly, 80% of schools are reporting better 
Writing results than Reading ones, which proves that the Reading was very difficult. I am 
pleased that we are in line with and above the national averages in all subjects and will give 
further details next week. Well done to all of the children and staff.  

Building Work Update 
Work is continuing around the clock to ensure that the project remains on target. On a 
separate note, we are delighted that the heating in the log cabin is now finally complete! 

Fair Trade Coffee Morning 
Mrs Phillips organised a very successful Fair Trade Coffee Morning on Tuesday. 
Unfortunately, I was out at a leadership event but I heard that the morning was a huge 
success and that £132.75 was raised. Thank you to everyone who attended. 

Family Learning 
This week has been a momentous one for Family Learning at Ox Close. We had our final 
SAFC Foundation Family Learning session, the party, on Thursday. Michael Colclough, who 
runs the course, has been magnificent and it has been a pleasure to work with him. I look 
forward to future projects, which seem to be popular with parents and which ultimately will 
benefit the children. On Wednesday, Groundworks organised Make a Move while today they 
also ran Beach Play. Beach Play was offered to parents of children who attended the Lets 
Play course as we were offered it at very short notice after another school pulled out. The 
course involved a visit to Seaham Beach and hopefully a good time was had by all.  

European Championships at Staindrop 
Our Football team competed in the Staindrop European Championships yesterday. The event 
involved schools from across the region, who all took on the identity of a country that has 
been competing in the European Championships.  Despite the fact that it was a very youthful 
line up, they did well and won their group - registering 3 victories and 1 draw. Unfortunately, 
they came up against a stronger, more powerful team in the quarter finals. All in all, the team 
did well and this augurs well for a positive year next year.   

School Uniform 
I have registered with a company that offers an online, all year around service and we await 
some samples. I will keep you posted.  
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Celebration of Excellence 
Next week we host our Celebration of Excellence events and I hope to see you there. Tickets 
have been given out this week, two per family.  

Lost Property 
After school on Thursday 14th July, all lost property will be put out in the hall. Parents are free 
to come into school at 3.20pm and take anything which belongs to their child. At the end of the 
year, we will dispose of items which are unwanted. 

School Organisation 2016-17 
This has been another very busy year and one in which we have had several maternities! Next 
year is no exception as Mrs Woods will be having her second child, while Mrs Payne will be 
absent until January 2017. Mrs Harvey planned to return earlier but now won’t be back until 
after October half term. 
The organisation will be as follows: 
Reception: Miss Smith (RS) and Mrs Bowman (RB) 
Y1/2P: Mrs Phillips 
Y1/2R: Miss Robson 
Y1/2C: Mr Crowther 
Y3/4T: Miss Todd 
Y3/4Th: Mrs Thompson (until January, when Mrs Payne returns) 
Y3/4C: Mrs Cox (covering maternity for Mrs Woods) 
Y5/6AB: Miss Bowden 
Y5/6S: Mrs Shepherd 
Y5/6B: Mrs Bell (until November, when Mrs Harvey returns) 
As you can see, Mrs Shepherd is moving to Year 5/6 and I think that she will be ideally suited 
to the role. Mr Crowther is going to move to Year 1/2 and this will give the Key Stage 1 
children a male role model. Miss Todd has had 2 years of working with Year 5/6 and now 
returns to Year 3/4, where she will form an excellent team with Mrs Thompson and Mrs Cox.  
Mrs Thompson and Mrs Cox are very strong and beat off competition from outside of the 
school to earn their teaching roles, having done an excellent job in Year 5/6 since Christmas. I 
will bring news of other appointments next week as I am delighted that we have further 
strengthened our support team with the appointment of 2 experienced, outstanding teachers 
as Teaching Assistants.  We are finalising class lists and the children will have ‘moving up’ 
mornings with their new class mates in the final week of school.  

Mitchell Stephenson Sponsored Walk 
Mitchell Stephenson and family would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who 
sponsored him. He raised £338 for taking part in the One Walk for Type 1 Diabetes.  
Parental Support 
In the continued absence of Mrs L Shepherd, please contact Susan Colclough on 
07502093572. Lisa Rowley has moved on from her PSA role but will be replaced. This means 
that Susan has a very heavy workload at present but if you can get in touch she will get back 
to you. 

Attendance 
This week class 5/6B has had the best attendance at 98.9%.    

Punctuality 
This week 94 minutes have been lost through lateness and one class was perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

EYFS Celebration of Excellence Monday 11
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 1 & 2 Celebration of Excellence Tuesday 12
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 3 & 4 Celebration of Excellence Wednesday 13
th
 July 9.30am 

Years 5 & 6 Celebration of Excellence Thursday 14
th
 July 9.30am 

Reports to Parents Friday 15
th
 July 2016 (please note change of date) 

Moving up lessons Monday 18
th
 July- Tuesday 19

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 


