
 

 

 

 

 

Durham Miners’ Gala 
Last Saturday we proudly marched into Durham with our school banner and 17 of our brass 
players played their instruments to great acclaim. My children, Evie, Kiara and Matthew joined 
them and they played at the County Hotel, where onlookers such as Jeremy Corbyn cheered 
and clapped their efforts. Once at the show field, the children also had the opportunity to play 
on the stage. When I initiated the banner project in 2013, this was the vision that I had and it 
was brilliant to see it come to life. The challenge now is to go on from strength to strength and 
I believe that we can achieve this. Lynn Gibson was instrumental (no pun intended) in 
ensuring that the children could play at those key places and I would like to thank her. Nicola 
Woodgate took some superb footage and sent it to me and I will share it with the children and 
hopefully have it put on the website. Andrew Smith, as ever, did a great job organising the 
entire Spennymoor contingent and I am always grateful to him. Paul Clarke, Nigel Revell and 
Paul Todd kindly carried the banner in to Durham for us and I would like to thank them as well. 
Well done to all of the children and thank you to all of the parents for their support too. It was a 
huge success and great publicity for Ox Close.  

Farewell Mr Dixon and Mr Cox 
After several years of loyal and magnificent service, Mr Dixon retires as caretaker on 
Wednesday. He is an outstanding caretaker and person and has been a terrific member of the 
team. It took us some time to recruit a replacement of a similar calibre and I will confirm the 
details in September, by which time all necessary checks and paperwork will be complete. Mr 
Cox re-joined us in January to cover Mrs Cox’s Teaching Assistant duties while she was 
teaching Year 5. This has worked out well and Mr Cox now goes to University to complete the 
final year of his teacher training. He initially joined us as an apprentice Teaching Assistant in 
2013 and his development is a real success story. We wish him every success and I am sure 
that we will see him again at Ox Close in the future.  

Celebration of Excellence 
Our 4 Celebration of Excellence events went extremely well this week. It was brilliant to step 
back and reflect upon the many successes that the children have enjoyed in 2015-16. Despite 
many challenges, it has been a very successful year and Ox Close continues to be much to be 
proud of.  

Year 6 SATs Results 
As I mentioned last week, our Year 6 children achieved very pleasing SATs results. The 
results were released on Tuesday 5th July at 1 minute past midnight and up and down the land 
schools were frantically analysing the information, which was in an entirely new format. It is 
universally agreed that these tests were much harder but our children worked hard. In 
Reading 63% of our children reached the expected standard, while the national average was 
66%. We are very hopeful that we will have a number of successful appeals due to marking 
errors and these would take the school percentage to 69%. In Maths, 77% of our children 
reached the expected standard, while the national average was 70%. Similarly, in Grammar 
Punctuation and Spelling, 77% of Ox Close pupils met the expected, which was also 7% 
ahead of the national average. In Writing, which was moderated by the Local Authority, 89% 
of our pupils reached expected, with the national average being 74%. The progress that the 
children have made since Key Stage 1 is incredible and I would like to thank all of the staff for 
their efforts.  
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Reports 
The end of year reports have been sent home this evening. I hope that they give you an accurate 
picture of how your child is doing at school and, in particular, how they are managing with the 
increased expectations of the new curriculum. As I have mentioned many times in the past, 
National Curriculum levels were abolished by the Government and now the children are assessed 
as to whether they are meeting the national age related expectations. The reports also give detail 
as to which class the children will be in next year and there will be moving up mornings next week 
in which they will spend time in their new class.  

STEM Project: Beamish Museum 
Congratulations to Mrs Thompson, Mrs Cox and the Year 5 STEM team, who won an engineering 
competition at Beamish Museum last Friday. There were 8 schools involved and this is a 
magnificent achievement. Congratulations to them all! 

Science Experiments 
Mr Shepherd, husband of Mrs H Shepherd, is a Science teacher at RGS in Newcastle. This 
week he came into school and did several exciting experiments with the Y5/6 children. I know 
that they thoroughly enjoyed the experience and I would like to thank Mr Shepherd! 

Dragons’ Tails 
Unfortunately, we have had to dispose of our Dragons’ tails feature due to Health and Safety 
reasons. These had been part of the school grounds for some years. An alternative feature will be 
provided! 

Building Update 
This week the brick work is visible and part of the roof is now in place. When the school closes 
to the children on Wednesday, work will intensify. The site foreman, Peter Todd, has done a 
brilliant job and I know that he will continue to do his very best to get the school ready on time. 
Naturally, there will be a lot which has to be done at the end of the project and it will be 
challenging to complete on time but I know that no stone will be left unturned. 

School Uniform 
We have viewed samples from Tesco this week and I have shown several parents. I have also 
asked for their opinion on how they feel about uniform orders. It was felt that being able to 
order throughout the year and to take home delivery would be very positive and the parents 
were of the opinion that the quality of the uniform was good. We will, therefore, set up an 
arrangement with Tesco and will give you details of how to order in September.  

Facebook 
On September 1st we will be launching an official Ox Close Facebook page. This will be a 
positive line of communication between parents and the school. I feel that this will be very 
worthwhile and will be an accurate information point for parents. Social media can be a 
powerful tool and I am keen that the school is projected accurately. As now, the appropriate 
way for parents to deal with concerns would be to contact the school rather than posting 
negative comments, which can sometimes be very unhelpful and damaging. I look forward to 
the launch of this page and hope that parents will find it useful.  

Let’s Play…. Bishop 
Education Enterprise Legacy are holding a summer holiday multi sports and dance club at 
Bishop Barrington School over the summer. This is for 4-12 year olds. Their website is 
www.educationenterprise.co.uk. Please see their Facebook page for further details.  

Dinner Money for Key Stage 2 Pupils 
From September dinner money will be £2 per day, £10 per week. (£6 due for the first week.) 

Attendance 
This week class 3/4W has had the best attendance at 100%.     

Punctuality 
This week 87 minutes have been lost through lateness and one class was perfectly punctual. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
 

Moving up lessons Monday 18
th
 July- Tuesday 19

th
 July (first lesson only) 

Y6 Leavers Assembly Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016, 1.30pm 

School Closes for summer break Wednesday 20
th
 July 2016 

School Re-opens for autumn term Wednesday 7
th
 September 2016 

 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 

http://www.educationenterprise.co.uk/

