
 

 

 

 
 

Children in Need 
Today we had an incredible Children in Need day and I would like to congratulate everyone 
for making it such a success. We were overwhelmed by the sheer volume of cakes that were 
donated for the cake sale. I have never seen so many cakes and the hall looked fabulous 
when they were all put out earlier on today. The children came to school either in non uniform 
or in spots and there were various other fun activities, such as the copper coin Pudsey that 
was to be found in the studio. At this point, we don’t know exactly how much that we have 
raised for Children in Need but I can safely say that it has been a terrific effort by all 
concerned. Thank you to Miss Bowden for co-ordinating the whole thing. 

Remembrance 
We held a period of silence and an assembly in school for Reception to Year 4 last Friday, 
while our Year 5 and 6 pupils laid a wreath and took part in the two minute silence at the War 
Memorial in the town. I have received several comments from members of the public and 
councillors praising our Year 5 and 6 children for how they conducted themselves during the 
commemorations in the town. I am delighted to announce that we raised an astonishing 
£442.32 through our Poppy Appeal.  Well done to all of the children and the staff. 

Miss Bowden 
All schools are busy and our school is much busier than the vast majority. 45 people are 
employed at the school in some capacity, while our number on roll has risen by 43 since I 
came to the school in 2011. Recently, it has been an especially busy and at times challenging 
time and I would like to thank Miss Bowden for the outstanding way in which she supports me 
and leads so well in school. She really is a brilliant Deputy Hedteacher and we are lucky to 
have her. What is amazing is that we also have so many other talented and highly skilled 
leaders such as Mrs Harvey, Mrs Phillips and Mrs Bowman. In addition, Mrs Woods and Mrs 
Payne are on maternity and they will strengthen the picture further when they return. All of this 
is good news for the school and in particular for the children of Ox Close.  

Parent Consultations 
Our Parent Consultations were extremely well attended and it was excellent to see parents in 
school. From speaking to teachers, I believe that the evenings went well and should help us to 
cement our successful partnerships between home and school. At the end of the day, we 
have a common purpose and that is the welfare and success of the children and it is important 
that we continue to work together closely. 

Anti Bullying Week 
Thank you to everyone for wearing blue on Wednesday as we marked anti bullying week. 
Miss Smith did a great job in organising anti bullying week and the children have been 
encouraged to carry out the theme of ‘Power for Good’. We also bought blue anti bullying wrist 
bands for the children and they looked terrific. Although anti bullying week is only one week, it 
is important that we carry those messages on. Fundamentally, nobody should suffer in silence 
and I would encourage the children to always speak up and report things in school.  

Y3/4 Concerts 
This week our 3/4C children had the opportunity to perform some brass pieces in front of their 
parents and, although I was in a meeting, I could hear them playing to an impressive 
standard. 3/4T also impressed their family audience when they performed at their harp 
concert. Well done to all concerned!  
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Spennymoor Young People’s Awards 
As I mentioned last week, I have nominated several pupils for awards and by now the council 
should have contacted them to let them know about the event, which takes place on Monday 
evening. Fingers crossed for all of our nominees and I will let you know how it goes in next 
week’s newsletter.  

School Meals on Parent Pay 
Please could parents continue to order their child’s meals in advance online using Parent Pay. 
Althought the menu repeats every 3 weeks, you need to login and and order each week for 
your child. This can be done up to Christmas for those not paying for meals. If you are paying 
for meals you can order ahead for as many weeks as you can afford. 

Christmas Dinner 
Our Christmas dinner will be on Wednesday 7th December this year. Anyone who is normally 
on packed lunch who would like to have a Christmas dinner that day is welcome to do so by 
ordering at the school office or booking on Parent Pay by 23rd November. The dinner is free 
to all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 and anyone on the free school meals register. 
The cost to children in Key Stage 2 is £2, payable at the time of ordering. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 99.6% and one class was perfectly 
punctual. 224 minutes were lost due to lateness. 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 30th November 2016 10.10am 

Christmas Dinner Wednesday 7th December 2016 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 7th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 8th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 13th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 14th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 15th December 2016 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 16th December 2016 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 16th December 2016 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 16th December 2016, 3.15pm 

Class 1/2P Assembly Wednesday 1st February 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6B Assembly Wednesday 8th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4TH Assembly Wednesday 15th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


