
 

 

 

 
 

 
Spennymoor Young People’s Awards 
Monday evening was an extremely successful one for Ox Close at the Spennymoor Young 
People’s Awards. Primary age pupils were eligible for 5 categories and I am delighted to say 
that each one of these awards went to an Ox Close pupil. This says a lot about the breadth of 
provision at our school, the extent to which we are prepared to push our children forward for 
awards (other nominations came from sports groups and other organisations rather than any 
schools) and, especially, the talent of the children of Ox Close. On the night, Lucy Aston, 
Danny Richardson, Jessica Chan, Maddison Illingworth and Katie Bland all picked up awards. 
Mitchell Stephenson, Millie Cowan and Caleb Gibson all also deserve recognition as they 
were nominated for awards. Star Radio were very impressed by our pupils and so we will 
feature as their school of the week in the new year. Well done to all concerned! 

Industrial Action 
Recent Industrial Action by Teaching Assistants has been very well publicised and, as you will 
now know, further strikes are scheduled for the coming weeks. Wherever possible, we will 
maintain all aspects of school but we are bound by the law and are not allowed to cover staff 
who are striking. For example, if a Teaching Assistant is on strike, I am not allowed to deploy 
a different Teaching Assistant or a supply member of staff to cover timetabled duties. It is not 
an easy situation for anyone – not for the Teaching Assistants, parents who are affected or for 
me. It is also of great frustration that the dispute is not directly against the school and 
therefore there is nothing that I can do to resolve the issues, which have understandably  
caused great concern to the Teaching Assistants. Naturally, I am also keen that we maintain 
our regular calendar of Christmas events as it is a special time for the children and I do not 
want them to miss out on magical experiences. Thank you for your patience and 
understanding in this matter. I will continue to keep you up to speed with all arrangements as 
soon as I have any further information. A letter accompanies this newsletter today regarding 
next week’s action. 

Next Week 
We have a number of lovely events planned for next week as Christmas gets closer. I must 
stress that we will be continuing to work and to assess the children at this time. We will 
continue with normal routines for as long as possible. However, Christmas is a lovely season 
in school and I am delighted that Reception and Key Stage 1 will visit Santa next week on 
Tuesday morning and that Year 2 will take part in the Christmas Journey at Trinity Methodist 
Church on Wednesday afternoon.  

Christmas Dinner – served over two days 
Christmas dinner will be served for children in Key Stage 2 on Wednesday 7th December as 
planned, while children in Reception and Key Stage 1 will now have their Christmas dinner on 
Thursday 8th December.  

Y3/4T Class Assembly 
On Wednesday, we have the first class assembly of the year as 3/4T step into the spotlight. 
They have been practising a lot and their singing sounds sensational. I look forward to seeing 
parents at the assembly on Wednesday.  
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Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 1/2R had the highest attendance this week with 99.6% and one class was perfectly 
punctual. 279 minutes were lost due to lateness. 
 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 30th November 2016 10.10am 

Christmas Dinner – Key Stage 2 Wednesday 7th December 2016 

Christmas Dinner – Reception & Key Stage 1 Thursday 8th December 2016 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 7th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 8th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 13th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 14th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 15th December 2016 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 16th December 2016 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 16th December 2016 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 16th December 2016, 3.15pm 

Class 1/2P Assembly Wednesday 1st February 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6B Assembly Wednesday 8th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4TH Assembly Wednesday 15th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


