
 

 

 

Successful Start 
The first full week of the academic year has been a very successful one and the children have 
settled into their classes right across the school. Reception have stayed for their lunches this 
week and next week they are in full time. Lots of planning goes into staffing and organising the 
classes and it is good to see that the staff and children are settling in so well. Our new staff 
are enjoying being part of the team and it is clear that they will add much value. Visitors have 
commented upon the lovely atmosphere that exists around school. I am pleased that parents 
will get the opportunity to meet the teachers on Monday 26th September at 5.30pm. 

Extension 
The internal work on the extension is largely complete and, as mentioned last week, the 
builders have done a fabulous job. Our new studio hall has proven to be popular and we have 
already hosted music and PE lessons in there. External works are not yet complete and that’s 
why you will notice workmen and vehicles around still. The MUGA and paths are due to be 
finished by the end of the month and then we can begin to fully take advantage of the many 
benefits which the extension will bring. We have already had visitors from other schools who 
have been eager to look at the work. 

Caretakers 
Mr Cooper, our new caretaker alongside Mr Bulmer, certainly had a baptism of fire in the 
summer. Not only did he have to get used to a new site, he also had a huge building project to 
contend with. I would like to thank both of the caretakers for their magnificent efforts in 
ensuring that we were able to open on time and for their work which continues as the 
extension project comes to a close.  

After School Clubs 
Miss Readman was very busy organising the letters for the after school clubs, which went out 
this week. Once again, there are many clubs on offer and Miss Readman has processed all of 
the requests and more information will follow on Monday for clubs.  

FISCH 
Our Year 5 and  6 pupils will be taking part in the FISCH project this year. Over the course of 
the year, all 3 classes will have a turn. This is a free course which looks at a range of aspects 
from health to social issues. Letters went out last week to the classes that are involved this 
term. I hope that everyone enjoys the project and benefits from it. 

Samara’s Aid – St Paul’s Church 
Once again we are supporting St Paul’s Church Samara Aid Appeal. This year we will be 
collecting individual items for a ‘Baby Care Pack’. Suggested items that could be brought into 
school for this are: disposable nappy sacks, muslins, cotton wool pleats, baby nail scissors, 
soap bars and baby towels. If you would like to donate to this great cause then please send 
your donation into school with your child by no later than the 28th September. Last year was a 
huge success and we hope that this year is just as successful. 

PAIS 
The PAIS organisation will host an assembly on Monday 26th September and will be running a 
club on Monday lunch times from October onwards. The club will be a craft club but will also 
explore Christian values. I have met with the PAIS leadership this week and I am looking 
forward to seeing how the club goes. They did visit school last term at the time of the 
European Championships and did an assembly about Football and International Links.  
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Pirates 
Our annual Pirate day, which raises vital funds for the Pirate reward trips and for some other 
visits and visitors, will be held on Friday 30th September. This is the day when adults and 
children alike get the opportunity to come into school dressed as pirates and on which we try 
out various different Pirate themed activities throughout the day.  

Birthday Cakes 
We love to celebrate birthdays at Ox Close and it is great that some children like to bring a 
cake in to share. However, please can you ensure this cake is cut up before it is brought into 
school.  

Mosaic 
On Tuesday we are meeting with a mosaic artist. I am hoping that the children can be 
involved and can create some mosaics to commemorate the recent extension. If it is possible, 
the mosaics would go in the corridor which leads to the new classrooms.  

Term time holidays 
Last year the Government changed the number of unauthorised term time holiday days from 
10 to 7. This is something which is enforced across the land and, whatever our own views are 
on it, we are also subject to the law as it stands. In fact, our attendance is scrutinised by both 
the Government and the Local Authority. Unfortunately, legal action is enforced if people go 
over the legally allowed number of days and this, I believe,  leads to fixed penalty fines.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Classes 1/2P and 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 100% and one class was 
perfectly punctual. However 362 minutes were lost due to lateness. High school attendance 
clearly has a link to academic success and progress so keep up the good work! 

Harvest 
We are currently in discussions with St Paul’s Church and we are delighted to announce some 
provisional dates. Reception and Key Stage 1 is penciled in for Monday 17th October at 2pm, 
while Key Stage 2 will have their Harvest on Wednesday 18th at 2pm. I will confirm these 
dates next week.  

Dates for the Diary(also available on the school website) 
Meet the Teacher Night Monday 26th September 2016, 5.30-6pm 

Y6 Transition day at Whitworth Park School Tuesday 27th September 2016 

Whole School Pirate Day Friday 30th September 2016 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Harvest Festival Monday 17th October 2016, 2pm 

Key Stage 2 Harvest Festival Wednesday 19th October 2016, 2pm 

School Closes for the half term holiday Friday 21st October, 3.15pm  

School re-opens after the half term holiday Monday 31st October 2016 

Parent Consultation Night Monday 14th November 2016 

Parent Consultation Night Tuesday 15th November 2016 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 7th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 8th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 13th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 14th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 15th December 2016 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 16th December 2016 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 16th December 2016 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 16th December 2016, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison 
Headteacher 


