
 

 

 

Roald Dahl Event 
On October 14th, Spennymoor will 
go Roald Dahl crazy for the day as 
SUCCESS are organising an event 
which includes many of our local 
schools. We have partnered up with 
Beautiful Brides and will prepare a 
window display, while we are having 
a focus upon Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. Mrs Simpson 
has done a magnificent job in 
planning and organising a whole 
host of activities for our children. 
Letters went home earlier in the 

week and rehearsals have started. Ox Close is a school which really does encourage the Arts 
and community events - the Darlington Civic Theatre, Art Galleries and Miners Gala are some 
of the many examples. This, I believe, sets us aside from many other schools and this is down 
to the sheer amount of extra work which goes into such events. I would, therefore, like to 
thank Mrs Simpson and Mrs H Shepherd for their work. We will take part in the parade with 
other schools on the afternoon, where Mr Smith and Mr Crowther will take on star roles, while 
many of  the children will have the opportunity to sing, dance and perform on the evening. I 
would also like to thank Mrs Simpson and Miss Bowden for attending the publicity evening for 
the event on Thursday, where Henry Thompson and Olivia Dent also attended. We were the 
only school which was represented, which underlines my point about the special commitment 
of our staff and of the brilliant opportunities which are afforded to our children.  

Meet the Teacher 
I am pleased that parents will get the opportunity to meet the teachers on Monday 26th 
September at 5.30pm. Mrs Harvey is planning on attending to meet the parents of Y5/6H as 
part of her keeping in touch days. 
Extension 
The external works are taking shape and it is hoped that they will all be finished within 2 
weeks. This will then give us extra space with our long awaited MUGA and more seemless 
exits for the 2 Y5/6 classes who are sited in the new part of the building. I am sure that you 
will be impressed with the internal works  when you visit for the Meet the Teacher event on 
Monday.  

Uniform 
You may recall that I mentioned before the holidays  that we would be offering an online 
uniform service via TESCO. I have set everything up from this end but TESCO have suffered 
from some technical issues. I believe that some parents actually have purchased uniform 
already, which came as a surprise to me as I knew that there were difficulties. I am in dialogue 
with TESCO and will provide a link when the system is working fully. It will be of terrific benefit 
to parents when it is up and running.  

Pirates 

All children and staff will have the opportunity to take part in our sponsored Pirate Day next 
Friday (30th September). All of the funds raised will go towards enrichment activities and so 
naturally the more that we can raise the better. However, there is no pressure on the children 
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to raise huge amounts and we would discourage the children from knocking on doors and 
asking for sponsorship. As in previous years, there will be various £20 and £10 Smyths Toys 
vouchers awarded when we have totalled the money. It should be a fantastic day! 
Parent Communication 
We have tried to modernise some of our systems in recent times, introducing online payments 
and uniform orders. Dinners will also be pre-ordered online soon. I would also like clubs and 
performance tickets to be ordered online and we are looking into this. Our parents evenings in 
November will be booked via text through our text messaging service. Please ensure that we 
have your up to date mobile number so that you receive the information as soon as it goes 
live. We will continue to account for any parents who do not have a mobile phone. 

Spennymoor Town Council Young People’s Awards 2016 
On Monday 21st November, the annual Spennymoor Town Council Young People’s Awards 
will be held. Last year, several Ox Close pupils were successful and we will consider making 
further nominations this year. Parents and other community groups can also nominate by the 
deadline of November 11th and can do so online. Further information will be available on the 
Town Council website which is 
http://parishes.durham.gov.uk/spennymoor/Pages/default.aspx.  

Term time holidays 
Last year the Government changed the number of unauthorised term time holiday days from 
10 to 7. This is something which is enforced across the land and, whatever our own views are 
on it, we are also subject to the law as it stands. In fact, our attendance is scrutinised by both 
the Government and the Local Authority. Unfortunately, legal action is enforced if people go 
over the legally allowed number of days and this, I believe,  leads to fixed penalty fines.  

Free Couch to 5km 
If you are feeling inspired by the Olympics and fancy getting in trim, there is a free ‘Couch to 
5km’ programme which is being organised at the Spennymoor Leisure Centre. It is a 10 week 
programme and begins on Wednesday 12th October at 5pm. To book a place or for further 
information, please contact Lee Bloomfield on 03000 262754 or by email at 
Lee.bloomfield@Durham.gov.uk. 

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class RB had the highest attendance this week with 100% and six classes were perfectly 
punctual. However 67 minutes were lost due to lateness.  

Harvest 
We are delighted to announce some confirmed Harvest dates. Reception and Key Stage 1 is 
pencilled in for Monday 17th October at 2pm, while Key Stage 2 will have their Harvest on 
Wednesday 19th at 2pm.  

Dates for the Diary(also available on the school website) 
Meet the Teacher Night Monday 26th September 2016, 5.30-6pm 

Y6 Transition day at Whitworth Park School Tuesday 27th September 2016 

Whole School Pirate Day Friday 30th September 2016 

Reception and Key Stage 1 Harvest Festival Monday 17th October 2016, 2pm 

Key Stage 2 Harvest Festival Wednesday 19th October 2016, 2pm 

School Closes for the half term holiday Friday 21st October, 3.15pm  

School re-opens after the half term holiday Monday 31st October 2016 

Parent Consultation Night Monday 14th November 2016 

Parent Consultation Night Tuesday 15th November 2016 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 7th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 8th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 13th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 14th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 15th December 2016 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 16th December 2016 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 16th December 2016 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 16th December 2016, 3.15pm 
 

D. Harrison  Headteacher 

http://parishes.durham.gov.uk/spennymoor/Pages/default.aspx

