
 

 

 

Official Opening 
Today was a special day in school as we celebrated the official opening of our fantastic school 
extension and new facilities. Guests were treated to a flavour of how we will take advantage of 
these facilities as our Roald Dahl singers and dancers and our brass players performed. Both 
of these groups have already used the new studio. Former pupil and World Champion 
gymnast, Liam Sneath, made an appearance, as did Willy Wonka and Grandpa Joe. 
However, one special visitor made it all the way from London to help open our facilities and 
talk about an important event that happens in 2 weeks. It was a great honour to welcome 
Pudsey to Ox Close and he visited all of the classes and had photographs taken with the 
children. These will be available to buy to help raise money for our Children in Need appeal. 
Further details can be found in a letter that Miss Bowden has written. I am sure that 
photographs from today will also appear on our Facebook page, in the newspapers and on 
our website too. 

Cakes 
Thank you to Karen, our cook, and to Leah and William McGough’s mam for making cakes for 
the event today. I am sure that the guests found them to be delicious.  

Pirate Winners 
On Wednesday, we held the prize draw in assembly to find our winners from Pirate Day. 
£1,762 was raised and so everyone who participated deserves great credit. Our £20 winners 
were Lily-Mae Jackson and Alfie Stephenson. Congratulations to them! Well done also to our 
£10 winners, who were Hannah Woodgate and May Dargue. 

Parent Communication 
Thanks again to Mrs Smart who has done her very best as we have moved across to using 
Parent Pay for meal orders. I am fully aware of the difficulties that have arisen and we will 
monitor the situation. The system should work and should be more efficient when the 
difficulties have been ironed out but we will keep our eye on it. Please remember to continue 
to book your child’s meals in advance on the ParentPay website. Thankfully, our new text 
booking system for Parents Evening proved a great deal easier. This is a far superior system 
for parents and the school. Within 3 hours, over 150 parents had booked, which is an 
astonishing statistic. I am also delighted that after making many phone calls and emails, the 
problems with the TESCO uniform site have been resolved. This means that our uniform is 
now available to purchase online at any time. A link can be found on our Facebook page and 
there is also a link on our website. I am always looking for ways to make things better and 
easier and I believe that these systems will achieve that when they are fully embedded.  

Ox Close Friends Coffee Mornings 
Ox Close Friends will hold coffee mornings next week on Tuesday and Thursday, from 
9.30am until 10.15am. On Tuesday, the event is for Key Stage 2 children (Years 3,4,5 and 6), 
while on Thursday Reception and Key Stage 1(1/2P,1/2C,1/2R) have their turn. The Friends 
are organising this themselves and, while Teaching Assistant support would normally have 
been on hand, this wont be the case on Tuesday due to the industrial action. Information 
about our exciting mosaic project will be made available at the events as the Friends intend to 
support the school in paying for it. I know that the Friends are publicising the coffee mornings  
and I trust that they go well.  
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Paths  
We have had a number of comments and complaints from parents of Ox Close Primary 
School and Nursery School children, as well as a King Street parent about the pathways 
outside of school being blocked. This is causing them difficulties when they are trying to walk 
along the path before and after school. I know that the vast majority of parents do show 
consideration for others and I would just ask that everyone extends the same courtesy. Please 
could parents also ask that children don’t ride bikes and scooters along the paths when they 
are busy as this can be a health and safety hazard. Thank you! 
Well done Karen and the Kitchen team! 
There was some great news for Karen, our cook, and her team this week. The County Council 
inspector visited and assessed all aspects of the kitchen. I am delighted to say that the team 
were awarded a score of 155/155. Congratulations to them all! This follows on from another 
assessment 2 weeks ago when the kitchen was awarded the maximum 5 star rating for food 
hygiene!  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 5/6S had the highest attendance this week with 99.3% and one class was perfectly 
punctual. 78 minutes were lost due to lateness.  

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
Parent Consultation Night Monday 14th November 2016 

Parent Consultation Night Tuesday 15th November 2016 

Class 3/4Th Assembly Wednesday 23rd November 2016 10.10am 

Class 3/4T Assembly Wednesday 30th November 2016 10.10am 

EYFS Christmas Concert Wednesday 7th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Concert Thursday 8th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 13th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 14th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 15th December 2016 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 16th December 2016 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 16th December 2016 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 16th December 2016, 3.15pm 

Class 1/2P Assembly Wednesday 1st February 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6B Assembly Wednesday 8th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


