
 

 

 

 

Welcome Back 
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to everyone as we return to school for the 2016-
17 academic year. I hope that you all had a lovely summer. This year is especially exciting as 
we begin to use our fantastic new facilities. I will mention more about this later in the 
newsletter. The atmosphere around school has been very calm and positive and we are 
aiming to make this the best possible year for Ox Close Primary School. 
 

Reception 
Reception have made a brilliant start to their school lives. They came in on Wednesday for 
their first day without even a hint of fuss and the Reception team have been very impressed. 
Keep up the good work! 
 

Welcome Aboard 
It is my great pleasure to welcome our new staff to Ox Close. Some of them are familiar faces, 
while others join us for the first time! Congratulations go to Mrs Bell who accepted a post in 
Russia in August. I was delighted that Mr Smith agreed to return to work for us for this half 
term before Mrs Harvey returns from maternity. He is a very popular person with both the 
children and the staff. Mr Smith had prior commitments from next Wednesday up until the end 
of the month so another familiar face, Mr York, will return to take 5/6H for that period. We 
have a terrific support staff, several of whom are qualified teachers. I am delighted that we 
have added another three qualified teachers as Teaching Assistants. Miss Thomas joins us to 
cover for Mrs Thompson this term, who herself is doing Mrs Payne’s maternity cover. Miss 
Pascoe, who is an experienced DT teacher, will give extra strength in Key Stage 2 as she 
looks to transfer to the Primary sector, while Mr Whitehead, who is an outstanding Primary 
teacher, is also working as a Teaching Assistant in Key Stage 2. Good people make a 
difference to any organisation and we are very proud of our team at Ox Close.  
 

School Extension 
It was an exceptionally busy summer and our school extension looks absolutely incredible. 
The builders deserve great credit for the amazing job that they have done to allow us to open 
on time. Children and staff alike have been blown away by the new facilities and there is more 
to come. The two new classrooms are beautifully designed and provide a fabulous learning 
space. In addition, we have a new studio hall, medical room, an office for Miss Bowden and a 
brand new Media Room - complete with air conditioning. As part of the agreement, I also 
asked if we could have new hall windows, a resurfaced playground and a Multi Use Games 
Area (MUGA). There is no doubt that all of this has significantly enhanced the school facilities 
and the children will benefit for years to come. It should be stressed that there has been no 
influx of new children and that the numbers will increase very gradually over a period of 7 
years, which they would have done even if we had not had the benefit of the extension. 
External works, such as the MUGA, are due to be completed by the end of the month.  
 

Facebook 
We are thrilled to have launched our official Ox Close Primary School Facebook page and I 
am sure that you will find this most useful. I have a number of ideas and we will try them out 
on the page over the coming weeks. 
 

After School Clubs 
We are busy organising after school clubs for this half term and further details will follow next 
week. 
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Meet the teacher  
We will be having a meet the teacher night on Monday 26th September from 5.30pm until 
6pm and we look forward to giving you the opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and hear 
all about the routines of how things will work this year.  
 

Dates for the Diary (also available soon on the school website) 
Dates for the diary will appear on the newsletter and the website next week! We are finalising 
certain dates, such as Harvest, Christmas arrangements, Pirate Day etc. and will confirm 
these as soon as we can. 
 

D. Harrison    
Headteacher 


