
 

 

 

 
 

Year 3 and 4 Carol Concert 
Years 3 and 4 kicked off our season of Christmas performances in fine style yesterday when 
they performed their wonderful Christmas Carol Concert in the magnificent St Paul’s Church. 
This has been the first time that we have performed such a concert since I came to the school 
and I have to say that it gave a lovely traditional feel to our Christmas celebrations. It is quite 
an experience to sing in the church and I thought that the children did ever so well. 
Congratulations to them all and well done to the staff for preparing them so superbly. 
Unfortunately, the weather was not kind as the children travelled to and from the church and 
this made their performance even more impressive. Thank you to all of the parents and 
families who attended and I am very grateful to them for following our requests with regard to 
avoiding the use of video and photographs.  

Photographs and Videos 
As mentioned last week, it will not be possible to permit videoing or photographs at the 
Christmas performances as not all of the children have photograph consent. Our school has 8 
children who are either Looked After by the Local Authority or who were formerly Looked 
After. It is vital that their photographs do not appear on the internet as, in some cases, it could 
put them in danger. I appreciate that not being able to take photographs or video is 
inconvenient but I am sure that the vast majority of people understand the situation. We will 
take photographs of the children during dress rehearsals.  

Industrial Action: Teaching Assistants 
I was pleased that some progress was made this week and that the industrial action by 
Teaching Assistants was called off by the Trade Unions. It is excellent to hear that there will 
be talks moving forwards in order to try to come to an agreement and that the Teaching 
Assistants will have some representation within this process. I know that our Teaching 
Assistants are very grateful to parents for the support which they have received. It is worth 
noting that a settlement has not yet been reached and that the possibility of future industrial 
action remains. From all perspectives, I sincerely hope that agreement can be reached in the 
near future.  

Christmas Dinner 
Christmas dinner was served for children in Key Stage 2 on Wednesday 7th December as 
planned, while children in Reception and Key Stage 1 had their Christmas dinner on Thursday 
8th December. This was a terrific success and worked better for the kitchen and lunchtime 
staff, as well as spreading the Christmas cheer over two separate lunch times.  

Goodbye Mr Leighton 
Having been employed to work 1:1 with a pupil in 2013, Mr Leighton’s time at Ox Close came 
to an end recently. Unfortunately, the pupil moved on to another school in the summer. Mr 
Leighton was very dedicated and committed to the pupil and all at Ox Close thank him for his 
contribution and wish him all the best for the future.  

Durham High School 
Durham High School are offering a Governor’s Scholarship to an able Year 6 girl to children 
from across the area. Burseries are also on offer. Please call at the office for a flyer if you are 
interested.  
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Library Out Loud 
In the summer term, some of our then Year 5 pupils worked with staff from Success to design 
outdoor library boxes. The group named themselves as Library out Loud (LOL) and they made 
a bid for some funding. I am delighted that this bid has been approved and that we will have 5 
outdoor library boxes. The children will be involved in going to the workshop to see their 
designs being made and we will have a launch which involves the media in the spring. I will be 
speaking to the LOL group soon to let them know about which designs are being taken 
forward and the next steps.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 3/4T had the highest attendance this week with 98.7% and one class was perfectly 
punctual. 174 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
28 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness. In addition, it will also be necessary to meet with parents when attendance falls to a 
particularly concerning level or when there are clear patterns to attendance. These letters 
will be sent out over the coming weeks, as well as the coloured attendance certificates, 
which will go home with the end of the term reports before Christmas.  

Charity Fundrasing 
Leah McGough is having her hair cut in January 2017 and donating it to the Little Princess 
Trust, to make wigs for children who have lost their hair due to cancer treatment. She also 
wants to make as much money as she can, so she can give it to cancer research. If you wish 
to make a donation online, please go to gufundme.com, search ‘Cancer Research’ and 
‘Emma Louise Hill’. 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisor Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clarke on 07825341214. 
Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
EYFS Christmas Concert Monday 12th December 2016, 10am and 5pm 

Years 1 and 2 Christmas Concert Tuesday 13th December 2016, 10am and 5.30pm 

Years 5 and 6 Christmas Concert Wednesday 14th December 2016, 10am and 5:30pm 

EYFS and KS1 Christmas Party Thursday 15th December 2016 

KS2 Christmas Party Friday 16th December 2016 

Christmas Jumper Day – Whole School Friday 16th December 2016 

School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 16th December 2016, 3.15pm 

Class 1/2P Assembly Wednesday 1st February 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6B Assembly Wednesday 8th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4TH Assembly Wednesday 15th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


