
 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Performances 
The children shone magnificently in their performances throughout the week. Having had Y3/4 
Christmas carols last week, Reception started us off this week with a superb nativity. They did 
an excellent job and the audience loved the show. I think that it is important for schools to do a 
traditional nativity. Year 1 and 2 went next on Tuesday and their Christmas performance had 
so much sparkle. Finally, Year 5 and 6 performed ‘Lights, Camel, Action’ on Wednesday. The 
Year 5 and 6 performance had humour and was a very impressive performance. I believe that 
the 8 shows illustrate that we are keen to celebrate Christmas and to mark it in a variety of 
different ways. To put on so many performances requires a huge time commitment but we do 
so in order to give all of the parents the maximum opportunity to see their children perform. 
The confidence and expertise of the children has really stood out, along with their absolute 
enjoyment of proceedings. Well done to all of the children. I would also like to thank all of the 
staff for their commitment and hard work in making the shows happen and then staying 
behind to support the children.  

Photographs and Videos 
Thank you very much to everyone for showing understanding with regard to the issue of 
photographs and video of performances. I hope that you like the photographs that have been 
sent home.  

Safety at home time 
I have spoken to a couple of people this week who have mentioned concerns about the 
situation outside of the school gate at home time. Both people reported that some adults are 
standing alongside the fence which lines the route of the path from the school. This is blocking 
the view of other parents and, consequently, some parents are unable to see their children. In 
the interests of safety, please could I ask that parents wait at and beyond the bottom of the 
path. This would mean that everyone could see better and allow for a safer home time. Please 
could I also ask that if you have changed your normal pick up arrangements that you let the 
office know. Thank you.  

Celebrations 
It has been lovely to see the children enjoying their parties over the last couple of days. It is 
always great to see them having fun and they deserve it after working so hard over the term. 
Today also saw some fantastic Christmas jumpers! Yesterday, Key Stage 2 enjoyed 
assemblies on German Christmas by the PAIS team. The Christmas crafts event for 
Reception proved to be a great success. The Ox Close Friends would like to thank everyone 
who purchased Christmas decorations and crafts, that were made by the children, at the 
Christmas performances. They have raised a whopping £355, which, as you know, goes back 
to the children. Next year they have planned an Easter Disco, a family quiz night and a 
summer fayre as well as their annual Smarties challenge.  

Head lice 
On a somewhat less pleasant note, we are always mindful of the fact that Head lice is an 
issue in the community - as it is in all areas. I would just ask that parents check and comb 
their children’s hair regularly and purchase treatments if appropriate. Our new school nurse, 
Sarah Forrest, is going to come into school in the new year and do some focussed work on 
this issue. 
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Buggies 
From bugs to buggies, and staff in Key Stage 1 have asked that parents do not bring buggies 
into school first thing in a morning. It is extremely congested when the children first come into 
school and the corridors were not designed to accommodate buggies at these busy periods. If 
you do have a query, then please ask at the office or ring to make an appointment with the 
teacher at a suitable time as the buggies are a hazard when children are coming into school. 
Thank you.  

Governing Body 
Our Governing Body is very strong and is superbly led by Pam Sneath. The demands upon 
Governors and the expectations of them by the Government have increased dramatically over 
recent years. Two vacancies have arisen on our Governing Body. There are various 
categories of Governor, including Parent Governor. These vacancies are what is termed as 
co-opted vacancies and, while they are not parent vacancies, parents could apply if they feel 
that they have the necessary skills. If you are interested, please could you let the office know 
by Friday 6th January. Interested parties will then be invited in for a chat with me and Mrs 
Sneath and then fill in a skills matrix if they remain interested. While it is a demanding role, it 
is also rewarding and the new Governors will join us at an exciting time for Ox Close.  

Attendance and Punctuality 
Class 3/4C had the highest attendance this week with 99.6% and no class was perfectly 
punctual.  145 minutes were lost due to lateness. The threshold for what is termed as 
persistent absence has been determined as 90%, as opposed to 85% previously. Currently, 
23 children have attendance which falls below this figure. Under the tough new Government 
measures, schools must send letters to parents highlighting cause for concern at the 
end of terms when attendance is below 90% and we should also pick up on persistent 
lateness. The colour coded certificates also reflect this, with all of those that are under 90% 
now being red. The attendance letters will go home in January. In addition, it will also be 
necessary to meet with parents when attendance falls to a particularly concerning level or 
when there are clear patterns to attendance.  

Well done Vera 
Vera Dimitrova of Year 4 has won a Town Council competition to design a Christmas Bauble. 
This competition was open to all of the schools in the town and the Mayor came in to present 
Vera with her prize yesterday. Congratulations Vera! 

Parental Support 
If you need help or advice, please contact our Parent Support Advisor Susan Colclough on 
07502093572 or Wendy Clarke on 07825341214. 

Merry Christmas 
This newsletter brings down the curtain on 2016 at Ox Close Primary and I would like to thank 
everyone for their support through what has been another very busy but successful year for 
the school. I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We will welcome the 
children back to school on Wednesday 4th January 2017. See you then! 

Dates for the Diary (also available on the school website) 
School closes  for the Christmas holidays Friday 16th December 2016, 3.15pm 

School re-opens for the Spring Term Wednesday 4th January 2017 

Class 1/2P Assembly Wednesday 1st February 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6B Assembly Wednesday 8th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4TH Assembly Wednesday 15th February 2017 10.10am 

Class 3/4C Assembly Wednesday 15th March 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2C Assembly Wednesday 14th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6H Assembly Wednesday 21st June 2017 10.10am 

Class 1/2R Assembly Wednesday 28th June 2017 10.10am 

Class 5/6S Assembly Wednesday 5th July 2017 10.10am 
 

D. Harrison   
Headteacher 


